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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 23, 2023, at 12 noon. 

House of Representatives 
MONDAY, MAY 22, 2023 

The House met at noon and was 
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MOORE of Alabama). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 22, 2023. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable BARRY 
MOORE to act as Spreaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2023, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50 
p.m. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, the ambulances, the emer-
gency medical technicians, and the 
paramedics that we all rely on each 
and every day have come a long way 
since Ernest Hemingway and the first 
casualty transports of World War I. 

From highway crashes to heart at-
tacks and falls, we call on our EMTs to 
be the first medical care a patient re-
ceives, regardless of their cir-
cumstance. 

During National Emergency Medical 
Services Week, we recognize and thank 
the men and women willing to respond 
at a moment’s notice. More and more, 
we rely on these first responders to ad-
dress significant instances, instances 
like a diabetic coma, a fractured limb, 
or a patient who has overdosed. 

We in Congress owe it to our EMTs 
and the communities that they serve 
to ensure that they have the tools and 
resources necessary to arrive quickly 
and to treat these patients. 

So often, we forget the toll that 
these jobs take on first responders and 
their families. This week, let’s remain 
grateful for the care and the profes-
sionalism of our frontline healthcare 
workers and pledge to support the 
EMTs and paramedics—volunteers and 
paid alike—who support our commu-
nities and, ultimately, care for our 
families. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LONG 
AND DISTINGUISHED CAREER OF 
BRUNSWICK COUNTY SHERIFF 
JOHN INGRAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. ROUZER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the career and service 
of Brunswick County Sheriff John 
Ingram, who recently retired from his 
long and distinguished tenure in law 
enforcement. 

A proud native of Brunswick County, 
Sheriff Ingram dedicated his life to his 
community by joining the Brunswick 
County Sheriff’s Department in 1991. 
Starting as a patrol deputy, he quickly 
rose through the ranks and served in 
many different capacities, including in 
the warrant and detective divisions, 
and then became lieutenant in the nar-
cotics division and commander of the 
department’s SWAT team. 

Mr. Ingram later joined the Colum-
bus County Sheriff’s Office, where he 
was named chief deputy before return-
ing to Brunswick County in the same 
role. Shortly thereafter, he was ap-
pointed Brunswick County Sheriff, 
earning reelection to the post in each 
and every election since. 

During his tenure leading the Bruns-
wick County Sheriff’s Office, he ex-
panded the department to accommo-
date the fastest growing county in the 
State. He increased recruitment efforts 
and brought in additional 911 tele-
communicators and detention officers 
to increase safety. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2466 May 22, 2023 
He also offered a variety of commu-

nity programs to further the sheriff’s 
office mission to enhance public safety 
and education and promote commu-
nity-based relationships between law 
enforcement and the public, including 
his support for establishing drug courts 
where those battling addiction could be 
better treated and not only treated but 
provided with a path to recovery. 

To facilitate these missions, he cre-
ated the Sheriff’s Citizens’ Academy 
along with the Sheriff’s Volunteer Pro-
gram. He also launched the Anchor Ini-
tiative Program in 2018 to help those 
suffering from addiction start their re-
covery, providing hope for those suf-
fering from their addictions and break-
ing the typical continual cycle of con-
tinued drug use and crime. 

Throughout his distinguished career, 
Mr. Ingram has been recognized for his 
leadership on all these fronts. He was 
elected to the board of directors for the 
National Sheriffs’ Association and 
served as president of the North Caro-
lina Sheriffs’ Association from 2019 to 
2020. 

Most recently, he was awarded the 
prestigious Order of the Long Leaf 
Pine, a recognition considered North 
Carolina’s highest civilian honor. 

It is an honor to recognize a friend 
who is a no-nonsense individual with 
such a sense of duty, integrity, and dis-
tinguished service to the people of 
Brunswick County. 

On behalf of the citizens of North 
Carolina’s Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict, I congratulate and extend my 
sincere gratitude to Sheriff Ingram for 
his extraordinary service and commit-
ment to protecting our communities. 

May God continue to bless him, his 
family, and the Brunswick County 
Sheriff’s Office. I am proud to call him 
my friend. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SSAB STEEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize SSAB Steel 
for taking a big step toward a more 
sustainable future with SSAB Zero 
steel. 

SSAB is the largest producer and 
supplier of steel plate in North Amer-
ica, and their facility in Muscatine, 
Iowa, in my district, is the first in the 
world to produce steel with zero emis-
sions from the source without any 
credits or offsets. 

SSAB Zero steel is made using recy-
cled steel—almost all steel in America 
is almost 98 percent recycled—and it is 
produced with biogas and renewable 
electricity. The rollout of zero-emis-
sion steel will continue through 2023 
with the goal of having a wide range of 
products available to meet the increas-
ing demand for environmentally friend-
ly alternatives. 

SSAB Zero is an important step in 
their efforts to lead the steel industry 

to a decarbonized future by creating an 
emission-free value chain for their cus-
tomers. 

We are proud to have such an innova-
tive company pursuing climate-neutral 
solutions in Iowa and wish them the 
very best as they continue to lead the 
industry to a cleaner, healthier future. 
PBMS ABUSING PATIENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to speak about the HELP 
Copays Act. 

Too many patients are seeing large 
copays at the pharmacy counter be-
cause of pharmacy benefit manager, or 
PBM, accumulator programs. PBMs are 
the middlemen in the distribution 
chain between drug manufacturers and 
pharmacies and were originally de-
signed to help negotiate with manufac-
turers to lower costs for patients. 

Unfortunately, we are seeing patient 
assistance programs being abused by 
PBMs. Patients often receive drug cou-
pons from manufacturers for high-cost 
medicines to reduce their out-of-pocket 
spending. However, PBMs, who are also 
the insurer in many cases, do not allow 
the coupon to apply toward the pa-
tient’s deductible. 

This is not the proper role of insur-
ance. Health benefits should be serving 
the patients, not their shareholders at 
the expense of patients. 

The HELP Copays Act would put an 
end to these abusive practices and im-
prove patient access and affordability 
by requiring insurance plans to apply 
patient assistance toward their copay. 

There simply can’t be a discussion on 
lowering healthcare costs for patients 
without addressing the role of middle-
men. Banning the use of copay accumu-
lators is a readymade policy to do just 
that. 

f 

POLYCRISIS HURTS SENIORS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to address the 
Chamber for 5 minutes and to talk 
about what political scientists are call-
ing a polycrisis. 

A polycrisis is multiple events that 
have happened globally that have an 
enormous impact not only on the world 
but here. I am going to focus on just 
three of them right now: the pandemic 
that we are currently going through, 
Mr. Speaker, which has been extraor-
dinary, as well as the supply chain 
issues that have happened; a global 
pandemic creating global supply chain 
issues, which led to ensuing global in-
flation; and in the midst of that, the 
Ukraine war, which has become a glob-
al war, again, impacting supply chain 
and other issues. 

Who in the United States of America 
has this impacted the most? In our 
country, this pandemic has impacted 
the elderly. Of the 1.2 million people 
who have passed away, over 850,000 
were over the age of 65. With regard to 

inflation, the group that is hurt most 
by inflation are people on fixed in-
comes, and that would be close to 70 
million Social Security recipients here 
in this Nation. 

We have a crisis in this country: a 
pension crisis and a crisis that Con-
gress has neglected for more than 52 
years. 

1971 was the last time that Congress 
did anything to enhance Social Secu-
rity benefits. A gallon of milk was 72 
cents at that time. A lot has changed 
since 1971, but what hasn’t changed is 
Congress’ recalcitrance to address the 
needs of our seniors. 

Social Security is the number one 
antipoverty program for seniors and 
the number one antipoverty program 
for children, yet there are 5 million 
Americans currently who get below- 
poverty-level checks from the Federal 
Government after having paid all of 
their lives into the system. 

The only reason that is so is because 
Congress hasn’t acted. It is long over-
due for Congress to act. We have legis-
lation that we will be introducing in 
the Ways and Means Committee that 
will enhance Social Security with 
across-the-board increases for everyone 
to lift people out of poverty and pro-
vide every single district with eco-
nomic recovery. 

Why? It is because, on average, there 
are 145,000 people per congressional dis-
trict who are on Social Security, and 
that money is spent right back in that 
congressional district. People are not 
buying back stock options with their 
Social Security checks. They are 
spending it at the grocery store. They 
are spending it on rent. They are 
spending it on prescription drugs. That 
is what is needed. 

It is long overdue for Congress to act. 
It is not simply a question of pro-
tecting or saving Social Security. It is 
doing something to end this crisis in 
the midst of the worst pandemic, in the 
midst of inflation, and in the midst of 
a supply chain issue to make sure that 
our elderly and our people are being 
protected. 

f 

PREPARING FOR TYPHOON MAWAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day afternoon, Guam, a territory of the 
United States, my district, and my 
home, will be moving to Condition of 
Readiness 1 as Typhoon Mawar makes 
its way to the Marianas region. 

On its current track, the system is 
expected to bring tropical-storm-force 
winds as early as Tuesday afternoon, 
with the possibility of typhoon-force 
winds of 81 to 110 miles per hour by 
Wednesday morning, along with gusts 
projected to reach 100 to 120 miles per 
hour. This, along with heavy rainfall, 
certainly places Guam and the North-
ern Mariana Islands in a serious predic-
ament, with a major natural disaster 
at our doorstep. 
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While our community is resilient and 

has overcome such perils of Mother Na-
ture many times in the past, when it 
comes to a typhoon of this magnitude, 
a direct impact over any of the islands 
will sadly lead to severe damage of 
homes, businesses, crops, and liveli-
hoods, and will certainly lead us to a 
long road toward recovery. 

Within these sacred Halls, I humbly 
ask my colleagues to pray for Guam 
and the Northern Mariana Islands and 
that we can dodge this massive bullet 
called Typhoon Mawar. 

God Almighty, please protect our 
community and our people. 

b 1215 

CELEBRATING THE PHILIPPINES 125TH 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, on June 
12, 2023, the Philippines will be cele-
brating the very day in 1898 when the 
Philippines declared its independence 
from Spain. They will, in essence, com-
memorate 125 years of independence. 

While it still took nearly another 
half decade for the Treaty of Manila to 
be signed to secure its full independ-
ence from the United States, it is still 
recognized as a historic transition to 
allow the country to preserve the very 
culture, language, and traditions that 
we appreciate today. 

The proud relationship between the 
Philippines and Guam has been pros-
perous over the decades. A good per-
centage of our island’s population ei-
ther relocated from the Philippines or 
have roots tied back to the Philippines. 

Due to Spanish influence, there are 
many similarities with our cultures, 
food, traditions, and language. Many of 
the surnames are also similar. 

Our island has developed greater ties 
with the Philippines, which includes 
medical tourism for islanders to seek 
medical care in one of the many world- 
class facilities in the Philippines. 

Our H2B labor solely arrives from the 
Philippines and has been remarkable 
for our economy. Flights to and from 
Manila are almost always full on any 
day of the week, to continue the en-
hancements of economic activity for 
both Guam and the Philippines. 

While we recognize the independence 
of the Philippines, I take this time to 
honor and commend the Filipino Com-
munity of Guam. The FCG is a non-
profit umbrella organization for 29 Fil-
ipino member-associations in Guam. 

For 69 years, the FCG has continued 
to perpetuate and promote the culture 
of the Philippines on Guam and in the 
region. On June 3, they will be hosting 
the Philippine Independence Ball to 
highlight this historic occasion. 

To president Patrick Luces; vice 
presidents Romy Angel, Elizabeth 
Cena, and Loisa Cabuhat; secretaries 
Trixie Naholowaa-Torres and Nilfa 
Milan; treasurers Frank Huelar and 
Allan Camacho; auditor Linda Caasi; 
public relations officer Eileen 
Igcasenza; and to the board of trustees, 
on behalf of a thankful Nation and is-
land and under these sacred Halls of de-

mocracy and history, I say thank you 
for your service to the community and 
for your efforts to keep the Filipino 
traditions thriving on Guam and the 
region. 

Finally, to the Philippines, an ally of 
the United States, a friend of Guam, a 
country of hardworking people with 
pride and humbleness, Happy 125th 
Independence Day. ‘‘Philippine Inde-
pendence Day,’’ ‘‘Araw ng Kalayaan.’’ 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 17 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

We approach You, Lord our God, em-
braced in Your perfect love. In You do 
we find all we need. If we are afraid, we 
find courage. If we are despairing, we 
find hope. If ill, we find healing. We 
need only give up all that holds us 
back from receiving the grace and 
mercy You offer so freely to each of us. 

May we not allow ourselves to be 
caught up in the fear of failure, the 
fear of the unknown, or the fear of our 
enemies, but by Your grace may we 
discover the courage to move forward 
where You would have us go. 

May we not be inclined to look 
through the lens of despair, the despair 
of loss, the despair of rejection, the de-
spair of death, but in Your mercy may 
we gird ourselves with the hope of Your 
presence in these shadows. 

May we be willing and open to find 
the strength You provide to endure our 
suffering. Be we ill in mind, body, or 
spirit, may we find healing in Your 
peace, a peace that surpasses our un-
derstanding. 

In You, O Lord, do we find all that we 
need this day: courage, hope, and heal-
ing. O holy one, may we not live our 
lives for desires that fall short of Your 
grace plan for us, but open our eyes to 
Your provision and recognize Your un-
failing love for us. 

In the name of the one who is able to 
do far more than we could ever ask for 
or imagine, we pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. ALLEN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. ALLEN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NICOLE 
MORADZADEH 

(Mr. DUARTE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DUARTE. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to recognize Nicole Moradzadeh of 
Merced for her outstanding submission 
to the congressional art contest. 

A junior at El Capitan High School, 
Nicole’s artwork titled, ‘‘Give 
Thanks,’’ highlights the hardworking 
families who are the foundation of 
California’s Central Valley. 

Nicole has beautifully expressed a 
unique perspective through her capti-
vating work. The piece resonates deep-
ly, inspiring appreciation for our work-
ing families. It serves as a reminder of 
the power of art to transcend bound-
aries and unite us all. 

I chose this piece because it pays 
such excellent homage to the hard-
working families that come to the Cen-
tral Valley today to pursue the Amer-
ican Dream as so many generations 
have before from all over the world. 

I am here in recognition of Nicole to 
express my commitment to make sure 
that the American Dream stays alive 
today for future generations as it has 
for all of those generations that have 
come before. 

f 

CELEBRATING ASIAN AMERICAN, 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN, AND PACIFIC 
ISLANDER HERITAGE MONTH 

(Ms. TOKUDA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
celebration of Asian American, Native 
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Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month. 

As a ‘‘fourth generation,’’ ‘‘yonsei,’’ 
Okinawan American, I believe this 
month is not only a chance to recog-
nize our communities and their con-
tributions, but it is also deeply per-
sonal to me as I think about the future 
we want to build for the next genera-
tion for our ‘‘children,’’ ‘‘keiki.’’ 

AANHPIs are the fastest-growing 
population in the United States. We 
are a diverse diaspora. We are in every 
State across the country. 

While we have made great progress, 
we have also seen an unprecedented 
rise in xenophobia, discrimination, and 
violence nationwide, but we will not let 
these forces of hate hold us down. 

The stories of AANHPI people in our 
country are of grit, perseverance, and 
courage. They are stories that continue 
today through the tireless advocacy of 
those fighting to defend our civil rights 
and our democracy and through hard-
working men and women keeping the 
American Dream alive. 

I invite my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating Asian American, Native 
Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE ON MEMORIAL 
DAY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, next Mon-
day, we will pause and pay tribute to 
the men and women who have died in 
service to our Nation. 

It is a solemn time: one for deep re-
flection, patriotism, and gratitude. 
This upcoming Saturday, members of 
the High Country chapter of the Mili-
tary Officers Association of America 
will be honoring deceased military vet-
erans for Memorial Day by placing 600 
flags on their gravesites. 

Joining them will be members of The 
American Legion, ASU military staff, 
as well as local Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts. Mr. Speaker, seeing members 
of the High Country come together in 
this fashion is heartwarming. 

Let us never forget that we are 
blessed to live in the freest, greatest 
country in the world and that the self-
less sacrifices made by those who have 
served should always be revered and 
recognized. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HUDSON COUNTY 
SHERIFF FRANK SCHILLARI 

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a great public serv-
ant, a law enforcement professional, a 
veteran of the United States Navy, and 
a dear friend, Hudson County Sheriff 
Frank X. Schillari. 

Sheriff Schillari will be honored to-
morrow in New Jersey for his over 25 

years of service, 13 of which he has 
served as our county’s highest ranking 
law enforcement professional. 

Throughout that time, Sheriff 
Schillari has garnered respect from all 
corners for his devotion to protecting 
the residents of Hudson County and for 
ensuring our county roads, parks, and 
government facilities are safe for all to 
use. 

His accomplishments have included 
improved community policing, the 
modernization of the sheriff’s office, 
increased patrols of our county parks 
and roads, and building up the county’s 
crash investigation unit. 

In the last 25 years, Sheriff Schillari 
has embodied the best of law enforce-
ment: fairness, respect, and devotion to 
his county, State, and country. 

All the while, he has been a caring fa-
ther to his children and a husband to 
his wonderful wife of 50 years, Mrs. 
Schillari, an incredible individual in 
her own right. 

Today, on behalf of our county, I 
thank him and congratulate him on 
being honored by those who he has so 
selflessly served. 

f 

AMERICANS RULED BY 
BUREAUCRATS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, our 
government was founded on the prin-
ciple of rule by the people’s elected 
Representatives, indeed, a Republic. 

The principle guided our Nation for 
many years and allowed the United 
States to become first among nations. 
Sadly, the uncontrolled growth of the 
Federal bureaucracy has usurped our 
constitutional foundation. 

Instead of rule by elected Represent-
atives, Americans are mostly ruled by 
bureaucrats. Federal bureaucrats and 
agencies, with the aid of activist 
judges, have successfully subverted 
many of our freedoms and the God- 
given rights of Americans found in the 
Constitution. 

Almost every bill in the Bill of 
Rights has been successfully curtailed 
or subordinated to the wishes and de-
sires of unelected, faceless bureaucrats. 

Our Founders did not intend for the 
citizens of the Nation to be ruled by 
rubber-stamped decrees from agencies 
like the EPA or the ATF. 

To add insult to injury, although we 
do have a mix of good people that are 
there, they are often outstripped by 
those that don’t seem to care about 
what real people deal with. Their de-
crees often make no sense and do noth-
ing more than make a headache for 
people trying to do basic, everyday 
things. 

The Endangered Species Act, I re-
mind you, does not trump the Bill of 
Rights or the U.S. Constitution. We 
need to take our powers back. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ALLEN) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 18, 2023. 
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 18, 2023, at 4:02 p.m. 

That the Senate agreed to S.J. Res. 18. 
Appointment: 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
CHERYL L. JOHNSON, 

Clerk. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
BOARD OF VISITORS TO THE 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 
ACADEMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 14 U.S.C. 
1903(b), and the order of the House of 
January 9, 2023, of the following Mem-
ber on the part of the House to the 
Board of Visitors to the United States 
Coast Guard Academy: 

Mr. COURTNEY, Connecticut 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
BOARD OF VISITORS TO THE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
ACADEMY 

THE SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
9455(a), and the order of the House of 
January 9, 2023, of the following Mem-
ber on the part of the House to the 
Board of Visitors to the United States 
Air Force Academy: 

Mr. DAVIS, North Carolina 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TO 
HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 4003(e) 
of the 21st Century Cures Act (Public 
Law 114–255), and the order of the 
House of January 9, 2023, of the fol-
lowing individual on the part of the 
House to the Health Information Tech-
nology Advisory Committee: 

Dr. Jim Jirjis, Nashville, Tennessee 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
BOARD OF VISITORS TO THE 
UNITED STATES NAVAL ACAD-
EMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
8468(a), and the order of the House of 
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January 9, 2023, of the following Mem-
ber on the part of the House to the 
Board of Visitors to the United States 
Naval Academy: 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Maryland 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable HAKEEM 
JEFFRIES, Democratic Leader: 

MAY 18, 2023. 
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker of the House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to section 
9803(d)(l)(C) and (E) of the James M. Inhofe 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2023 (Pub. L. 117–263), I am pleased 
to appoint the following Member to the Com-
mission on Reform and Modernization of the 
Department of State: 

The Honorable Mike Quigley of Illinois. 
Thank you for your attention to this ap-

pointment. 
Sincerely, 

HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 
Democratic Leader. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 13 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1604 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. EZELL) at 4 o’clock and 4 
minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

PREVENTING THE FINANCING OF 
ILLEGAL SYNTHETIC DRUGS ACT 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1076) to require the Comp-
troller General of the United States to 
carry out a study on the trafficking 
into the United States of synthetic 
drugs, and related illicit finance, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1076 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Preventing 

the Financing of Illegal Synthetic Drugs 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) According to the Center for Disease 

Control and Prevention, over 107,000 people 
in the United States died from drug 
overdoses or drug poisonings in the 12-month 
period ending January 2022, with 67 percent 
of those deaths involving synthetic opioids 
like fentanyl. 

(2) According to the United National Office 
of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in its ‘‘Syn-
thetic Drug Strategy 2021-2025’’, the number 
of synthetic drugs, also called New 
Psychoactive Substances, has increased 631 
percent since 2009, with traffickers intro-
ducing an average of 80 new substances to 
the illicit drug market each year from 2009- 
2019. 

(3) In October 2022, F. Michael McDaniel, 
director of the Houston High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Areas (HITDA) program testified 
in Congress that one kilogram of fentanyl 
can produce one million counterfeit pills 
containing one milligram of fentanyl, say-
ing, ‘‘Currently in Houston, Texas, you can 
buy a kilogram of fentanyl for an average 
price of $25,000 to $30,000. This same kilogram 
of fentanyl in Culiacán (Mexico) could be 
purchased at an average price of $13,500. Cur-
rently, the price of a fentanyl pill in Houston 
ranges from $6 to $65. Therefore, an illicit in-
vestment of $30,000 or less could result in a 
return of $6 to $32.5 million.’’. 

(4) According to Celina B. Realuyo, Ad-
junct Professor, The George Washington Uni-
versity Elliott School of International Af-
fairs, in March 2022 Congressional testimony, 
‘‘Financing is essential to support and sus-
tain the command and control, personnel, 
arms, communications, logistics and oper-
ations of organized crime groups. For this 
reason, following the money trail and depriv-
ing criminals of illicit financial flows can 
disrupt and disable these networks.’’. 
SEC. 3. GAO STUDY ON SYNTHETIC DRUGS TRAF-

FICKING. 
(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of 

the United States shall carry out a study on 
illicit financing in connection with the traf-
ficking of synthetic drugs, including 
fentanyl and methamphetamine, fentanyl- 
and methamphetamine-related substances, 
Captagon, and fentanyl and methamphet-
amine precursors, including— 

(1) the business of the trafficking of syn-
thetic drugs and related illicit finance, such 
as the participation of transnational crimi-
nal organizations and terror syndicates and 
their notable trafficking corridors, including 
source and transit countries; 

(2) the business models used by these 
transnational criminal organizations, in-
cluding U.S. domestic and foreign activities 
for precursor purchase or production, move-
ment along the supply chain, manufacture of 
the completed product, marketing, distribu-
tion, sales, and return of proceeds; 

(3) the overlap of the business model of 
human trafficking and the trafficking of syn-
thetic drugs and related illicit finance; 

(4) the use of online illicit drug markets 
and the use of social media for the mar-
keting, sale, and payment for synthetic 
drugs; 

(5) financial methods used by such 
transnational criminal organizations, in-
cluding— 

(A) payment; 
(B) money laundering; and 
(C) repatriation of proceeds; 
(6) the use of social media applications like 

Snap Chat, Discord, and Facebook and pay-
ment applications like CashApp to facilitate 

financial transactions for synthetic drug 
trafficking, especially among young people; 
and 

(7) U.S. Government activities to combat 
illicit finance related to the trafficking of 
synthetic drugs, including— 

(A) interagency collaboration, including 
personnel detailed to other agencies to sup-
port the effort to combat synthetic drugs 
trafficking and related illicit finance; 

(B) intergovernmental collaboration; 
(C) intersectoral collaboration with the 

private sector, including the business and 
non-governmental communities; and 

(D) identified gaps or resource deficiencies 
in combating the trafficking of synthetic 
drugs and related illicit finance in the co-
ordination and collaboration activities de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) through (C). 

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than the 
end of the 1-year period beginning on the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall issue a report to the 
Congress containing all findings and deter-
minations made in carrying out the study re-
quired under subsection (a). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. LUETKEMEYER) and the 
gentlewoman from Colorado (Ms. 
PETTERSEN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1076, the Preventing the Financing of 
Illegal Synthetic Drugs Act. 

As we are all painfully aware, 
fentanyl is a poison that is afflicting 
every community across America. This 
poison is a synthetic opioid 50 times 
more potent than heroin and 100 times 
more potent than morphine. Just 2 mil-
ligrams, equal to 10 to 15 grains of 
table salt, is enough to be lethal. 

That is why I am grateful that Mem-
bers like Congresswoman DE LA CRUZ 
have hit the ground running on com-
monsense legislation like H.R. 1076 to 
sever the lifeblood that keeps the 
fentanyl business model going, which is 
its financing. 

As we heard in the Financial Services 
Committee hearing titled, ‘‘Follow the 
Money,’’ ‘‘Financing is essential to 
support and sustain the command and 
control, personnel, arms, communica-
tions, logistics, and operations of orga-
nized crime groups. For this reason, 
following the money trail and depriv-
ing criminals of illicit financial flows 
can disrupt and disable these net-
works.’’ 

I recognize there are many chal-
lenges to attacking the fentanyl crisis, 
including our unsecured border, but 
from a Financial Services Committee 
perspective, we can only address what 
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is in our jurisdiction, and that is its fi-
nancing. 

Congresswoman DE LA CRUZ’s study 
will help inform Congress on the next 
best step to disrupt and dismantle syn-
thetic drug trafficking and its financ-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support this bill, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1076, the Preventing the Financing of 
Illegal Synthetic Drugs Act sponsored 
by the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
DE LA CRUZ), a bill that I am pleased to 
cosponsor and co-lead. 

Thanks to collaboration on both 
sides of the aisle, this bill offers a well- 
written study focused on the financing 
and proceeds of the illicit synthetic 
drug trade that is victimizing commu-
nities across the country. By following 
the money behind the multibillion-dol-
lar drug trade, we are able to under-
stand the traffickers’ operations and 
improve our ability to disrupt their ac-
tivities. 

The effects of this trafficking have 
been staggering. Deaths involving syn-
thetic opioids, such as illicit fentanyl 
and methamphetamine, increased by 22 
percent in 2021, resulting in the deaths 
of more than 100,000 of our family 
members and neighbors. In 2022, there 
were also nearly 200,000 nonfatal opioid 
overdoses in the U.S. In 2021, overdose 
death rates increased 44 percent for 
Black people and 39 percent for Amer-
ican Indian and Alaska Natives, show-
ing troubling trends and widening dis-
parities among population groups. 

Combating the opioid epidemic is one 
of the reasons why I ran for Congress. 
Like too many Americans, my family 
has been impacted by the opioid crisis. 
My mom’s addiction began with the 
overprescription of opioids, which led 
to heroin and ultimately fentanyl when 
it started to take over the drug supply 
chain in 2016. Unfortunately, my 
mom’s story is not unique in Jefferson 
County, in Colorado, or in this coun-
try. 

The opioid epidemic is now more le-
thal than ever as we continue to see 
drugs become more and more potent 
and easier to traffic. It is going to take 
an all-hands-on-deck approach to stop 
the flow of fentanyl and other illicit 
synthetic opioids in this country. En-
suring that we understand the finan-
cial networks of drug trafficking orga-
nizations is a critical tool that we need 
to protect American lives. 

This bill will not solve all the issues 
related to the opioid crisis. We need to 
do more to increase access to substance 
use disorder treatment and recovery 
services, and we need to do more to 
help support the workforce shortages. 
We need to crack down on social media 
companies that are permitting the sale 
of illegal drugs to young Americans, 
and we need to ensure that the finan-
cial system has the tools to quickly 

identify bad actors and break up their 
drug trafficking rings. 

As a member of the House Financial 
Services Committee, I advocate for 
leveraging every financial tool at our 
disposal to pursue the traffickers of il-
licit fentanyl and other drugs. In this 
role, I also advocate for every indi-
vidual family and community that has 
suffered or will suffer from misguided 
antidrug policies’ physical, social, and 
economic damage to have the support 
that they need. 

Thus, I urge my fellow Members to 
vote for this needed trafficking study 
bill, but I also urge them to consider 
that we must take the time to learn 
the lessons of past epidemics and take 
further steps to eliminate harmful and 
counterproductive policies. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. DE 
LA CRUZ), the sponsor of this bill, a 
new and dynamic member of our com-
mittee. 

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Missouri for 
yielding and for his broader leadership 
of the Financial Services Sub-
committee on National Security, Illicit 
Finance, and International Financial 
Institutions. 

Mr. Speaker, according to the CDC, 
over 107,000 Americans died from drug 
overdoses or drug poisonings in the 12- 
month period ending January 2022. 
Sixty-seven percent of those deaths in-
volved synthetic opioids like fentanyl, 
which is up to 50 times stronger than 
heroin and 100 times stronger than 
morphine. 

Last year, Hidalgo County, which 
sits in my district, made news with 
massive fentanyl seizures at the U.S.- 
Mexico border. These include $1.5 mil-
lion in January 2022 and $330,000 in 
June. These numbers are staggering. 
According to law enforcement, an il-
licit investment of $30,000 or less could 
yield $6 to $32 million. 

To end this crisis, we must tackle the 
financing. As the adage goes, ‘‘Follow 
the money.’’ This money fuels the op-
erations of the cartels that are poi-
soning our families. 

My bill, the Preventing the Financ-
ing of Illegal Synthetic Drugs Act, will 
help law enforcement pinpoint the 
business model of the traffickers, how 
they move and hide their profits, and 
what the U.S. can do to stop fentanyl 
money laundering. 

To end this carnage that is taking so 
many lives in south Texas and all 
across America, we must track down 
the funds that fuel it. 

b 1615 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Mrs. 
BEATTY). 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding me time, 
and I thank my colleagues on the other 

side of the aisle for their bipartisan 
support. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise in 
support of the Preventing the Financ-
ing of Illegal Synthetic Drugs Act, 
H.R. 1076. 

Mr. Speaker, as the ranking member 
of the Financial Services Sub-
committee of National Security, Illicit 
Finance, and International Financial 
Institutions, our jurisdiction tends to 
focus abroad, but make no mistake, the 
epidemic of synthetic drug overdoses 
impacts each and every congressional 
district and every community through-
out our country. For example, Ohio 
ranks third in the overall number of 
drug overdose deaths, which we are not 
proud of. 

According to the most recent study 
by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, over 107,000 people in the 
United States have died from drug 
overdoses or drug poisoning in the past 
12 months. 

Mr. Speaker, 5,000 of those individ-
uals were right there in my district. 

Let me also share, as my colleague 
and our chair of the committee has 
stated to us, under the bill, the GAO 
would examine these illicit financial 
flows from and to foreign nations, in-
cluding China, and will review the busi-
ness of the trafficking of synthetic 
drugs and related illicit finance, such 
as participation in transnational 
criminal organizations and behaviors. 

If we are going to stop the flow of il-
licit drugs like fentanyl and meth and 
the tragic loss of lives they bring with 
them, then we need to know more 
about the who, the where, and the how 
of the illegal trafficking trade. 

Mr. Speaker, that is why I am hon-
ored to support what I call a common-
sense, bipartisan piece of legislation. 
Again, I thank the chair, our ranking 
member, the bill’s sponsors, and, cer-
tainly, our Financial Services Com-
mittee, and I urge my colleagues to 
join in support. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further speakers, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
DE LA CRUZ for her collaboration on 
this bill. Together, we can better un-
derstand the financing of drug traf-
ficking and how the traffickers move 
and hide their proceeds. Doing so will 
help Congress and other policymakers 
to better disrupt their operations, pro-
tecting innocent Americans from the 
deadly harm that they cause in com-
munities across the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I again urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 
think the bill’s sponsor, Ms. DE LA 
CRUZ, and cosponsor Mrs. BEATTY, have 
both articulated very well the need for 
this bill. It is a good idea. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues’ 
support for the bill, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
LUETKEMEYER) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1076, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

CHINA FINANCIAL THREAT 
MITIGATION ACT OF 2023 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1156) to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to conduct a study and 
report on the exposure of the United 
States to the financial sector of the 
People’s Republic of China, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1156 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘China Fi-
nancial Threat Mitigation Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. CHINA FINANCIAL THREAT MITIGATION. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation 
with the Chairman of the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System, the Chair-
man of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, the Chairman of the Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission, and the Sec-
retary of State, shall conduct a study and 
issue a report on the exposure of the United 
States to the financial sector of the People’s 
Republic of China that includes— 

(1) an assessment of the effects of reforms 
to the financial sector of the People’s Repub-
lic of China on the United States and global 
financial systems; 

(2) a description of the policies the United 
States Government is adopting to protect 
the interests of the United States while the 
financial sector of the People’s Republic of 
China undergoes such reforms; 

(3) a description and analysis of any risks 
to the financial stability of the United 
States and the global economy emanating 
from the People’s Republic of China; and 

(4) recommendations for additional actions 
the United States Government, including 
United States representatives at relevant 
international organizations, should take to 
strengthen international cooperation to 
monitor and mitigate such financial sta-
bility risks and protect United States inter-
ests. 

(b) TRANSMISSION OF REPORT.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall transmit the re-
port required under subsection (a) not later 
than one year after the date of enactment of 
this Act to the Committees on Financial 
Services and Foreign Affairs of the House of 
Representatives, the Committees on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs and Foreign 
Relations of the Senate, and to the United 
States representatives at relevant inter-
national organizations, as appropriate. 

(c) CLASSIFICATION OF REPORT.—The report 
required under subsection (a) shall be unclas-
sified, but may contain a classified annex. 

(d) PUBLICATION OF REPORT.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall publish the re-
port required under subsection (a) (other 
than any classified annex) on the website of 
the Department of the Treasury not later 
than one year after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. LUETKEMEYER) and the 
gentlewoman from Colorado (Ms. 
PETTERSEN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1156, the China Financial Threat Miti-
gation Act. This is a measure that 
originated in the Committee on Finan-
cial Services, where it was first intro-
duced by our former colleague, An-
thony Gonzalez of Ohio. I am pleased to 
see his cosponsor, Ms. SPANBERGER, 
continue to champion the measure in 
this Congress. 

The China Financial Threat Mitiga-
tion Act is based on the notion that 
China’s financial system is so opaque 
that it may hide risks for the global 
economy of which we aren’t aware. The 
bill requires the Treasury Secretary to 
study and report on these risks so we 
can take effective countermeasures. 

As we all know, China has been 
cracking down on Western firms and 
executives due to fears that the private 
sector’s information gathering and due 
diligence efforts pose a threat to the 
Chinese Communist Party. The CCP 
clearly views transparency as incon-
sistent with its self-interest. This 
should alarm us all. 

Due to the state-owned nature of 
many Chinese financial institutions, 
there are already fewer market signals 
that can alert us to problems in time, 
and the central government may be on 
the hook for liabilities of unknown 
scope. 

The Financial Stability Oversight 
Council has touched on the possibility 
of risks in the country, including those 
arising from China’s housing sector, 
but these have been broad-brush ef-
forts. We need to dig deeper, and that 
is what the reporting in this legislation 
will require. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this measure, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1156, the China Financial Threat Miti-
gation Act of 2023, sponsored by Rep-
resentative SPANBERGER of Virginia. 

It is crucial that we closely monitor 
any risk to our financial system and 
economy that may arise from the fi-
nancial sector and economy of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. 

Our financial regulators have already 
raised some concerns about such risks. 
For example, the Financial Stability 
Oversight Council highlighted in their 
2022 report that ‘‘difficulties in the real 
estate sector could cause strains across 
China’s financial system, including at 
banks, nonbanks, corporate bond mar-
kets, and local government finances.’’ 

However, further analysis is needed, 
as China’s size and interconnectedness 
with the global economy may pose 
risks to the United States if those 
kinds of risks spill over. 

H.R. 1156 would require a comprehen-
sive report by our Treasury Depart-
ment looking at these different types 
of financial risks, in consultation with 
relevant agencies, to better inform 
Congress and provide actionable rec-
ommendations to our representatives 
at various international bodies, such as 
the Financial Stability Board, in order 
to mitigate these risks. 

Ranking Member WATERS was 
pleased to work with Chair MCHENRY 
last Congress to advance this bipar-
tisan bill through the House. I join her 
in hoping that we can pass this bill 
again with the support of the Senate so 
this work can begin quickly. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS), our baseball coach who has dis-
tinguished himself not only here in 
Congress but also on the baseball field. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the chairman for that great 
introduction. 

Mr. Speaker, China is attempting to 
weaken our country in any way pos-
sible. The interference and aggression 
coming from the Chinese Communist 
Party pose a significant threat to our 
families, businesses, and country. The 
CCP’s track record of abusing our fi-
nancial system is jeopardizing our na-
tional and economic security. 

H.R. 1156, the China Financial Threat 
Mitigation Act, requires the Depart-
ment of the Treasury to report on the 
risks coming from the Chinese finan-
cial sector, along with recommenda-
tions on strengthening international 
cooperation to monitor and mitigate 
these risks. 

Our top priority should always be to 
protect our Western values and pro-
mote the greatest country in the world 
and the interests of the United States. 

My bill is a critical step in holding 
the CCP accountable for their contin-
ued abuse of the financial sector. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this important piece 
of legislation. In God We Trust. 
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Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Mrs. 
BEATTY). 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding me time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise in 
support of the China Financial Threat 
Mitigation Act, or H.R. 1156. 

Certainly, I agree with my colleague 
and friends across the aisle that we 
need to dig deeper. We understand that, 
yes, China is trying to weaken our 
country. Because of its size and deep 
connection to the global economy, the 
People’s Republic of China represents a 
potential threat to our economy and 
our financial system. 

We must have a clear picture of the 
systemic risks we face so we can re-
spond appropriately to safeguard our 
economic interests and mitigate these 
threats. 

Mr. Speaker, this bipartisan bill will 
require the Treasury Department to 
study and issue a report that analyzes 
risks to the United States’ financial 
stability and the global economy stem-
ming from China. 

I thank my colleague, the vice chair 
of this subcommittee, for participating 
today, along with our Republican col-
leagues. 

As the ranking member of the Finan-
cial Services Subcommittee on Na-
tional Security, Illicit Finance, and 
International Financial Institutions, I 
am very happy to work across the aisle 
to address the issues of competitive-
ness with China. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the right thing 
to do, and I urge all Members to sup-
port this bipartisan bill. 

Mr. Speaker, lastly, I don’t think I 
need to remind my colleagues that this 
legislation was brought three times in 
the last Congress. I certainly thank 
then-Congressman Gonzalez from Ohio, 
who sponsored this legislation. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1630 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

I commend Representative 
SPANBERGER for her leadership on these 
important issues and her work in draft-
ing this bipartisan bill. 

I also thank Chair MCHENRY and Rep-
resentative WILLIAMS of Texas on the 
other side of the aisle for working with 
us Democrats on this important legis-
lation. 

This bipartisan work resulted in a 
vote of 40–0 on this bill during a Finan-
cial Services Committee markup ear-
lier this year. 

I, again, urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

I thank the sponsors of the bill, Mr. 
WILLIAMS, Mrs. BEATTY, and Ms. 
SPANBERGER for their hard work on 
this good piece of legislation. I think it 
is something that is very important. 

They have already expressed the need 
for it. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
LUETKEMEYER) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1156, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

KOREAN AMERICAN VIETNAM AL-
LIES LONG OVERDUE FOR RE-
LIEF ACT 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 366) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to treat certain individ-
uals who served in Vietnam as a mem-
ber of the armed forces of the Republic 
of Korea as a veteran of the Armed 
Forces of the United States for pur-
poses of the provision of health care by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 366 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Korean 
American Vietnam Allies Long Overdue for 
Relief Act’’ or the ‘‘Korean American 
VALOR Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROVISION OF CERTAIN BENEFITS TO IN-

DIVIDUALS WHO SERVED IN THE 
ARMED FORCES OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF KOREA. 

Section 109 of title 38, United States Code, 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(d)(1) Any person described in paragraph 
(2) is eligible for the benefits specified in 
subsection (a) to the same extent and under 
the same conditions (including with respect 
to applicable reciprocity requirements) as a 
discharged member of the armed forces of a 
government specified in such subsection who 
is eligible for such benefits under such sub-
section. 

‘‘(2) A person described in this paragraph is 
a person whom the Secretary determines 
served in Vietnam as a member of the armed 
forces of the Republic of Korea at any time 
during the period beginning on January 9, 
1962, and ending on May 7, 1975, or such other 
period as determined appropriate by the Sec-
retary for purposes of this subsection.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 

legislative days in which to revise and 
extend their remarks on H.R. 366. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of Ranking Member TAKANO’s bill, H.R. 
366, the Korean American VALOR Act. 

This bill would allow Korean vet-
erans who served during the Vietnam 
war and later became American citi-
zens to be eligible for VA healthcare. 
VA has been providing healthcare serv-
ices to ally veterans through govern-
ment agreements since World War I. 
These Korean-American veterans de-
serve the same opportunity. 

Korean-American veterans share 
similar needs with the veterans they 
served alongside with in Vietnam. 
They suffer from PTSD and Agent Or-
ange exposure, among other injuries 
and illnesses. These veterans have 
earned access to proper care through 
the VA. Ranking Member TAKANO’s bill 
will do exactly that. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, this year 
marks the 70th anniversary of the vi-
tally important alliance between the 
U.S. and the Republic of Korea. As 
such, this bill is a fitting tribute to 
thank the Korean-American veterans 
for their service. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 366. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my 
bill, H.R. 366, the Korean American 
VALOR Act. I am proud to have spon-
sored this legislation which will pro-
vide eligibility for VA healthcare to 
veterans who served in the armed 
forces of the Republic of Korea, as al-
lies of the United States during the 
Vietnam war, who have since become 
naturalized American citizens. 

This year marks the 70th anniversary 
of the Korean-American alliance. Last 
month, during his visit to Washington, 
D.C., President Yoon Suk Yeol ad-
dressed a joint session of Congress and 
reflected on how our alliance has 
served to safeguard freedom and de-
mocracy throughout the world. 

Following the Korean war, the 
United States and the Republic of 
Korea signed a Mutual Defense Treaty 
on October 1, 1953. It has been called an 
‘‘alliance forged in blood.’’ In part, out 
of gratitude for the service and sac-
rifices made by Americans during the 
Korean war, the Republic of Korea has 
aided the United States in every war 
since the Vietnam war. 

Between 1965 and 1973, South Korea 
sent more than 320,000 troops to fight 
alongside U.S. servicemembers in Viet-
nam, the largest contingent of any U.S. 
ally. More than 5,000 South Korean 
troops died in the Vietnam war, and at 
least 11,000 were injured. 

An estimated 2,800 veterans who 
served in the armed forces of the Re-
public of Korea during the Vietnam 
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war and later became U.S. citizens are 
living today. My legislation would pro-
vide some measure of long-overdue par-
ity for Korean-American Vietnam war 
veterans who, up to this point, have 
never been eligible for VA healthcare 
services. 

Under this bill, the United States and 
the Republic of Korea will establish a 
reciprocal agreement. Korea will reim-
burse the United States for healthcare 
services VA furnishes to these Korean- 
American veterans. In exchange, the 
United States will reimburse Korea for 
healthcare it provides to veterans of 
the United States Armed Forces resid-
ing in Korea. 

Such an arrangement is not new. 
Since 1958, through its Allied Bene-
ficiary Program, VA has had the au-
thority to treat veterans who have 
served in the armed forces of nations 
that were allied with the United States 
during World War I and World War II. 
These veterans did not need to be 
United States citizens, and VA has the 
authority to treat veterans of any com-
bat era. 

Now, VA furnishes this care through 
reciprocal agreements which have been 
established with the United Kingdom, 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and 
South Africa. In 1976, VA’s Allied Bene-
ficiary Program was extended to cer-
tain veterans who had served in the 
armed forces of Czechoslovakia or Po-
land during World War I or World War 
II who subsequently became U.S. citi-
zens. 

We recently observed the 50th anni-
versary of the date the last combat 
troops left Vietnam. It is far past time 
for our Nation to properly honor the 
service and sacrifice of South Koreans 
who served side by side with United 
States troops during the Vietnam war 
and have since become naturalized U.S. 
citizens. We must ensure they finally 
receive the same respect and consider-
ation their counterparts from other al-
lied nations have received for genera-
tions. 

The needs of Korean-American vet-
erans of the Vietnam war are no dif-
ferent from those of U.S.-born vet-
erans. From Agent Orange exposure, to 
coping with complex injuries and men-
tal illnesses, these veterans deserve the 
specialized care and services that only 
VA can provide. Many of them are en-
tering their final years and should not 
have to wait any longer for this care. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 366, the Korean American 
VALOR Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. KIM). 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank Chairman BOST for yielding. 

I rise in strong support of H.R. 366, 
the Korean American VALOR Act. I 
thank Ranking Member TAKANO for his 
leadership on this very important 
issue. 

During his joint address to Congress, 
South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol 

highlighted that during the Korean 
war, ‘‘Korean and American soldiers 
stood shoulder to shoulder and fought 
bravely.’’ 

However, the Korean war was not the 
last time Korean soldiers fought along-
side American troops. They fought side 
by side in the Vietnam war, sharing 
the same physical and mental scars 
from that conflict. 

Many of these Korean troops eventu-
ally immigrated to the United States 
and became proud naturalized Amer-
ican citizens. I personally know several 
of these individuals, and I am eternally 
grateful for their service. 

Unfortunately, because the United 
States does not currently have a recip-
rocal veterans’ healthcare agreement 
with the Republic of Korea, these Ko-
rean Americans cannot access vet-
erans’ healthcare benefits. The Korean 
American VALOR Act will create a 
pathway for an agreement to be 
reached and for these veterans to re-
ceive access to VA healthcare. I urge 
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman from my home State 
of California. I am very confident this 
bill will become law, but we will need 
to make sure that we work together in 
a bipartisan way to make sure the re-
ciprocal agreement finally gets put 
into effect. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON 
LEE), my good friend, who holds a seat 
on the House Budget Committee, 
Homeland Security Committee, and 
the House Judiciary Committee. She is 
indeed a staunch advocate for all our 
military servicemembers and veterans. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman as well, Mr. 
TAKANO, for his vision and leadership 
and the years of service that he has 
given to the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee. We could not have a more stal-
wart champion for the veterans of 
America. 

I thank my friends on the other side 
of the aisle and certainly, our col-
league from California, who made a 
very important point. For this to work 
it has to be bipartisan. I hope we all 
will lean into the bipartisan efforts 
that need to be done to ensure not only 
its passage but its implementation. 

As the ranking member indicated, I 
am on the Homeland Security Com-
mittee and the Budget Committee. 
Many times in those committees we 
see the concerns of domestic security. 
We also see the concerns of effectively 
utilizing all of our tools to ensure the 
proper budget for the people of the 
United States of America. 

I cannot think, as we approach Me-
morial Day, and as we commemorate 
the accomplishments of Asian Ameri-
cans in this great month of May, inter-
acting with all of our community, that 
we would not find an appropriate time 
to honor those Korean-American sol-
diers who fought alongside of our fel-
low Vietnam soldiers in a battle that 

was for democracy and protecting, if 
you will, the sense of equality, pro-
tecting the people of that era and of 
that war. 

These soldiers bled. They rescued. 
They stood in front of our soldiers in 
terms of being comrades and fighting 
alongside. They saved lives. They lost 
lives. 

I think that it is important to take 
note of those who served, who were 
members of the armed forces of the Re-
public of Korea and are considered vet-
erans of the Armed Forces of the 
United States, for purposes of the pro-
vision of healthcare by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. 

For so long, I would listen to my 
Vietnam vets before we really an-
swered their call on Agent Orange and 
saw them get very sick, saw many of 
them pass away, talking about Agent 
Orange over and over again, and it just 
seemed that it was not being heard. 

Thank goodness we have done so 
many different things, such as the 
PACT Act, Agent Orange Act, all dur-
ing my tenure as a Member of the 
United States Congress. We finally un-
derstood the truth of what the veterans 
were saying, and every time they 
speak, we should listen. 

I was with veterans over the week-
end, and I thank them everywhere I go. 
Every speech I make in my commu-
nity, I ask veterans to rise, and I say 
thank you. 

In this instance, title 38 is a special 
pay authority used to recruit and re-
tain employees in certain healthcare 
occupations. It allows NIH to be com-
petitive with other healthcare facili-
ties. 

However, this would expand the eligi-
bility of these benefits, this Korean 
American VALOR Act, to veterans who 
served in the armed forces of the Re-
public of Korea during the Vietnam 
war and have since become naturalized 
citizens, almost 300,000, and how many 
others served. 

So this legislation is clearly evidence 
of our relationship between the Repub-
lic of Korea and the friendship that we 
have established. 

b 1645 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 30 seconds to the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. As we heard 
from the South Korean President who 
spoke to a joint session just a few 
weeks ago, he talked about patriotism, 
democracy, and the unity of our na-
tions. It is absolutely imperative that 
we support these Korean war vets who 
stood alongside of us and acknowledge 
that they served in Vietnam. They are 
now naturalized citizens, and they, in 
fact, have the evidence of the illness. It 
is so important to call them Korean 
American Vietnam veterans, natural-
ized citizens. We want them to get the 
honor of the Korean American VALOR 
Act. I ask my colleagues to support it. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of H.R. 

366 the Korean American Vietnam Allies Long 
Overdue for Relief (VALOR) Act. 

H.R. 366 would amend title 38, United 
States Code, to treat certain individuals who 
served in Vietnam as a member of the armed 
forces of the Republic of Korea as a veteran 
of the Armed Forces of the United States for 
purposes of the provision of health care by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Title 38 is a special pay authority used to 
recruit and retain employees in certain health 
care occupations. It allows NIH to be competi-
tive with other health care facilities in the area. 

The Korean American VALOR Act would ex-
pand the eligibility of these benefits to vet-
erans who served in the armed forces of the 
Republic of Korea during the Vietnam War 
and have since become naturalized U.S. citi-
zens. 

This bipartisan legislation, when enacted 
into law, will provide veterans who served be-
tween January 9, 1962, and May 7, 1975, and 
became U.S. citizens during or after such 
service, access to hospital and domiciliary 
care and medical services through the VA. 

Approximately 3,000 Korean American Viet-
nam veterans are naturalized citizens—and 
the number of surviving veterans continues to 
dwindle. 

As a result of their time in Vietnam, these 
veterans are falling ill from the diseases 
caused by exposure to Agent Orange and 
other toxins and are not receiving adequate 
care. 

Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) fully 
supports the passage of the Korean American 
VALOR Act H.R. 366. 

The Korean American VALOR Act will pro-
tect our veterans that served in Vietnam by 
providing them with the healthcare relief they 
deserve. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, we do need 
to remember that this is a perfect week 
to do this when Memorial Day is com-
ing up, and we are honored to make 
sure that these veterans are recognized 
in the way they should be and that 
they do receive healthcare. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers. 

Again, I ask all my colleagues to join 
me in passing H.R. 366, the Korean 
American VALOR Act. Might I just add 
to the chairman’s assertion that this is 
the perfect week to pass this bill. I 
have already mentioned the 70th anni-
versary of our historic alliance, but 
now as we in the Indo-Pacific must 
strengthen our alliance, I also want to 
add my congratulations to both the na-
tions of Japan and the Republic of 
Korea for making great strides to im-
prove their relationships and to afford 
us the opportunity in the trilateral al-
liance among the United States, Japan, 
and South Korea to become stronger 
allies. 

This legislation, I believe, is part of 
the entire effort to become stronger al-
lies with greater cooperation in the 
Indo-Pacific. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
all Members to support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 366. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VET-TEC AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 
2023 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1669) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to make permanent the 
high technology pilot program of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1669 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘VET–TEC Au-
thorization Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

HIGH TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM. 
(a) HIGH TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 36 of title 38, United 

States Code, is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘§ 3699C. High technology program 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—(1) The Secretary shall 
carry out a program under which the Secretary 
provides covered individuals with the oppor-
tunity to enroll in high technology programs of 
education that the Secretary determines provide 
training or skills sought by employers in a rel-
evant field or industry. 

‘‘(2) Not more than 6,000 covered individuals 
may participate in the program under this sec-
tion in any fiscal year. 

‘‘(b) AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall provide, to each covered individual 
who pursues a high technology program of edu-
cation under this section, educational assistance 
in amounts equal to the amounts provided 
under section 3313(c)(1) of this title, including 
with respect to the housing stipend described in 
that section and in accordance with the treat-
ment of programs that are distance learning and 
programs that are less than half-time. 

‘‘(2) Under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall 
provide such amounts of educational assistance 
to a covered individual for each of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) A high technology program of education. 
‘‘(B) A second such program if— 
‘‘(i) the second such program begins at least 

18 months after the covered individual grad-
uates from the first such program; and 

‘‘(ii) the covered individual uses educational 
assistance under chapter 33 of this title to pur-
sue the second such program. 

‘‘(c) CONTRACTS.—(1) For purposes of carrying 
out subsection (a), the Secretary shall seek to 
enter into contracts with any number of quali-
fied providers of high technology programs of 
education for the provision of such programs to 
covered individuals. Each such contract shall 
provide for the conditions under which the Sec-
retary may terminate the contract with the pro-
vider and the procedures for providing for the 
graduation of students who were enrolled in a 
program provided by such provider in the case 
of such a termination. 

‘‘(2) A contract under this subsection shall 
provide that the Secretary shall pay to a pro-
vider— 

‘‘(A) upon the enrollment of a covered indi-
vidual in the program, 25 percent of the cost of 
the tuition and other fees for the program of 
education for the individual; 

‘‘(B) upon graduation of the individual from 
the program, 25 percent of such cost; and 

‘‘(C) 50 percent of such cost upon— 
‘‘(i) the successful employment of the covered 

individual for a period— 
‘‘(I) of 180 days in the field of study of the 

program; and 
‘‘(II) that begins not later than 180 days fol-

lowing graduation of the covered individual 
from the program; 

‘‘(ii) the employment of the individual by the 
provider for a period of one year; or 

‘‘(iii) the enrollment of the individual in a 
program of education to continue education in 
such field of study. 

‘‘(3) For purposes of this section, a provider of 
a high technology program of education is 
qualified if— 

‘‘(A) the provider employs instructors whom 
the Secretary determines are experts in their re-
spective fields in accordance with paragraph 
(5); 

‘‘(B) the provider has successfully provided 
the high technology program for at least one 
year; 

‘‘(C) the provider does not charge tuition and 
fees to a covered individual who receives assist-
ance under this section to pursue such program 
that are higher than the tuition and fees 
charged by such provider to another individual; 
and 

‘‘(D) the provider meets the approval criteria 
developed by the Secretary under paragraph (4). 

‘‘(4)(A) The Secretary shall prescribe criteria 
for approving providers of a high technology 
program of education under this section. 

‘‘(B) In developing such criteria, the Secretary 
may consult with State approving agencies. 

‘‘(C) Such criteria are not required to meet the 
requirements of section 3672 of this title. 

‘‘(D) Such criteria shall include the job place-
ment rate, in the field of study of a program of 
education, of covered individuals who complete 
such program of education. 

‘‘(5) The Secretary shall determine whether 
instructors are experts under paragraph (3)(A) 
based on evidence furnished to the Secretary by 
the provider regarding the ability of the instruc-
tors to— 

‘‘(A) identify professions in need of new em-
ployees to hire, tailor the programs to meet mar-
ket needs, and identify the employers likely to 
hire graduates; 

‘‘(B) effectively teach the skills offered to cov-
ered individuals; 

‘‘(C) provide relevant industry experience in 
the fields of programs offered to incoming cov-
ered individuals; and 

‘‘(D) demonstrate relevant industry experience 
in such fields of programs. 

‘‘(6) In entering into contracts under this sub-
section, the Secretary shall give preference to a 
provider of a high technology program of edu-
cation— 

‘‘(A) from which at least 70 percent of grad-
uates find full-time employment in the field of 
study of the program during the 180-day period 
beginning on the date the student graduates 
from the program; or 

‘‘(B) that offers tuition reimbursement for any 
student who graduates from such a program 
and does not find employment described in sub-
paragraph (A). 

‘‘(d) EFFECT ON OTHER ENTITLEMENT.—(1) If a 
covered individual enrolled in a high technology 
program of education under this section has re-
maining entitlement to educational assistance 
under chapter 30, 32, 33, 34, or 35 of this title, 
entitlement of the individual to educational as-
sistance under this section shall be charged at 
the rate of one month of such remaining entitle-
ment for each such month of educational assist-
ance under this section. 
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‘‘(2) The Secretary may not consider enroll-

ment in a high technology program of education 
under this section to be assistance under a pro-
vision of law referred to in section 3695 of this 
title. 

‘‘(e) REQUIREMENTS FOR EDUCATIONAL INSTI-
TUTIONS.—(1) The Secretary shall not approve 
the enrollment of any covered individual, not 
already enrolled, in any high technology pro-
grams of education under this section for any 
period during which the Secretary finds that 
more than 85 percent of the students enrolled in 
the program are having all or part of their tui-
tion, fees, or other charges paid to or for them 
by the educational institution or by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs under this title or 
under chapter 1606 or 1607 of title 10, except 
with respect to tuition, fees, or other charges 
that are paid under a payment plan at an edu-
cational institution that the Secretary deter-
mines has a history of offering payment plans 
that are completed not later than 180 days after 
the end of the applicable term, quarter, or se-
mester. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary may waive a requirement 
of paragraph (1) if the Secretary determines, 
pursuant to regulations which the Secretary 
shall prescribe, such waiver to be in the interest 
of the covered individual and the Federal Gov-
ernment. Not later than 30 days after the Sec-
retary waives such a requirement, the Secretary 
shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and House of Representatives 
a report regarding such waiver. 

‘‘(3)(A)(i) The Secretary shall establish and 
maintain a process by which an educational in-
stitution may request a review of a determina-
tion that the educational institution does not 
meet the requirements of paragraph (1). 

‘‘(ii) The Secretary may consult with a State 
approving agency regarding such process or 
such a review. 

‘‘(iii) Not later than 180 days after the Sec-
retary establishes or revises a process under this 
subparagraph, the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate 
and House of Representatives a report regarding 
such process. 

‘‘(B) An educational institution that requests 
a review under subparagraph (A)— 

‘‘(i) shall request the review not later than 30 
days after the start of the term, quarter, or se-
mester for which the determination described in 
subparagraph (A) applies; and 

‘‘(ii) may include any information that the 
educational institution believes the Department 
should have taken into account when making 
the determination, including with respect to any 
mitigating circumstances. 

‘‘(f) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one 
year after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, and annually thereafter until the termi-
nation date specified in subsection (i), the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the operation of pro-
gram under this section during the year covered 
by the report. Each such report shall include 
each of the following: 

‘‘(1) The number of covered individuals en-
rolled in the program, disaggregated by type of 
educational institution, during the year covered 
by the report. 

‘‘(2) The number of covered individuals who 
completed a high technology program of edu-
cation under the program during the year cov-
ered by the report. 

‘‘(3) The average employment rate of covered 
individuals who completed such a program of 
education during such year, as of 180 days after 
the date of completion. 

‘‘(4) The average length of time between the 
completion of such a program of education and 
employment. 

‘‘(5) The total number of covered individuals 
who completed a program of education under 
the program and who, as of the date of the sub-
mission of the report, are employed in a position 
related to technology. 

‘‘(6) The average salary of a covered indi-
vidual who completed a program of education 

under the program and who is employed in a po-
sition related to technology, in various geo-
graphic areas determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(7) The average salary of all individuals em-
ployed in positions related to technology in the 
geographic areas determined under subpara-
graph (F), and the difference, if any, between 
such average salary and the average salary of a 
covered individual who completed a program of 
education under the program and who is em-
ployed in a position related to technology. 

‘‘(8) The number of covered individuals who 
completed a program of education under the 
program and who subsequently enrolled in a 
second program of education under the pro-
gram. 

‘‘(g) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION; CONSULTA-
TION.—(1) The Secretary shall develop practices 
to use to collect information about covered indi-
viduals and providers of high technology pro-
grams of education. 

‘‘(2) For the purpose of carrying out program 
under this section, the Secretary may consult 
with providers of high technology programs of 
education and may establish an advisory group 
made up of representatives of such providers, 
private employers in the technology field, and 
other relevant groups or entities, as the Sec-
retary determines necessary. 

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘covered individual’ means any 

of the following: 
‘‘(A) A veteran whom the Secretary deter-

mines— 
‘‘(i) served an aggregate of at least 36 months 

on active duty in the Armed Forces (including 
service on active duty in entry level and skill 
training) and was discharged or released there-
from under conditions other than dishonorable; 
and 

‘‘(ii) has not attained the age of 62. 
‘‘(B) A member of the Armed Forces that the 

Secretary determines will become a veteran de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) fewer than 180 days 
after the date of such determination. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘high technology program of 
education’ means a program of education— 

‘‘(A) offered by a public or private edu-
cational institution; 

‘‘(B) if offered by an institution of higher 
learning, that is provided directly by such insti-
tution rather than by an entity other than such 
institution under a contract or other agreement; 

‘‘(C) that does not lead to a degree; 
‘‘(D) that has a term of not less than six and 

not more than 28 weeks; and 
‘‘(E) that provides instruction in computer 

programming, computer software, media appli-
cation, data processing, or information sciences. 

‘‘(i) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry 
out a program under this section shall terminate 
on September 30, 2028.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section 
3699B the following new item: 
‘‘3699C. High technology program.’’. 

(b) EFFECT ON HIGH TECHNOLOGY PILOT PRO-
GRAM.—Section 116 of the Harry W. Colmery 
Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2017 
(Public Law 115–48; 38 U.S.C. 3001 note) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (g), by striking paragraph 
(6); and 

(2) by striking subsection (h) and inserting the 
following new subsection (h): 

‘‘(h) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry 
out a pilot program under this section shall ter-
minate on September 30, 2023.’’. 

(c) APPROVAL OF CERTAIN HIGH TECHNOLOGY 
PROGRAMS.—Section 3680A of title 38, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph (4) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(4) Any independent study program except— 
‘‘(A) an independent study program (includ-

ing such a program taken over open circuit tele-
vision) that— 

‘‘(i) is accredited by an accrediting agency or 
association recognized by the Secretary of Edu-
cation under subpart 2 of part H of title IV of 

the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1099b); 

‘‘(ii) leads to— 
‘‘(I) a standard college degree; 
‘‘(II) a certificate that reflects educational at-

tainment offered by an institution of higher 
learning; or 

‘‘(III) a certificate that reflects graduation 
from a course of study offered by— 

‘‘(aa) an area career and technical education 
school (as defined in subparagraphs (C) and (D) 
of section 3(3) of the Carl D. Perkins Career and 
Technical Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 
2302(3))) that provides education at the postsec-
ondary level; or 

‘‘(bb) a postsecondary vocational institution 
(as defined in section 102(c) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002(c))) that pro-
vides education at the postsecondary level; and 

‘‘(iii) in the case of a program described in 
clause (ii)(III)— 

‘‘(I) provides training aligned with the re-
quirements of employers in the State or local 
area where the program is located, which may 
include in-demand industry sectors or occupa-
tions; 

‘‘(II) provides a student, upon graduation 
from the program, with a recognized postsec-
ondary credential that is recognized by employ-
ers in the relevant industry, which may include 
a credential recognized by industry or sector 
partnerships in the State or local area where the 
industry is located; and 

‘‘(III) meets such content and instructional 
standards as may be required to comply with the 
criteria under section 3676(c)(14) and (15) of this 
title; or 

‘‘(B) an online high technology program of 
education (as defined in subsection (h)(2) of sec-
tion 3699C of this title)— 

‘‘(i) the provider of which has entered into a 
contract with the Secretary under subsection (c) 
of such section; 

‘‘(ii) that has been provided to covered indi-
viduals (as defined in subsection (h)(1) of such 
section) under such contract for a period of at 
least five years; 

‘‘(iii) regarding which the Secretary has deter-
mined that the average employment rate of cov-
ered individuals who graduated from such pro-
gram of education is 65 percent or higher for the 
year preceding such determination; and 

‘‘(iv) that satisfies the requirements of sub-
section (e) of such section.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (d), by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(8) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to the en-
rollment of a veteran in an online high tech-
nology program described in subsection 
(a)(4)(B).’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by subsections (a) and (c) shall take effect on 
October 1, 2023. 
SEC. 3. BURIAL ALLOWANCE FOR CERTAIN VET-

ERANS WHO DIE AT HOME WHILE IN 
RECEIPT OF HOSPICE CARE FUR-
NISHED BY DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a)(2)(A) of sec-
tion 2303 of title 38, United States Code, is fur-
ther amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘; or’’ and insert-
ing a semicolon; 

(2) in clause (ii)(III), by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
clause: 

‘‘(iii) a home or other setting at which the de-
ceased veteran was, at the time of death, receiv-
ing hospice care pursuant to section 1717(a) of 
this title if such care was directly preceded by 
the Secretary furnishing to the veteran hospital 
care or nursing home care described in sub-
clause (I), (II), or (III) of clause (ii).’’. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made by 
subsection (a) shall take effect on the date of 
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the enactment of this Act and apply with re-
spect to deaths occurring on or after the date 
that is 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 
SEC. 4. INCLUSION OF NON-DEGREE FLIGHT 

TRAINING IN CERTAIN REHABILITA-
TION PROGRAMS FOR CERTAIN VET-
ERANS WITH SERVICE-CONNECTED 
DISABILITIES. 

Section 3101 of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (7), by adding at the end the 
following: ‘‘A rehabilitation program may in-
clude a program that includes flight training 
and does not lead to a degree.’’; and 

(2) by redesignating the first paragraph (10) 
as paragraph (1). 
SEC. 5. SOLE LIABILITY FOR TRANSFERRED EDU-

CATIONAL ASSISTANCE BY AN INDI-
VIDUAL WHO FAILS TO COMPLETE A 
SERVICE AGREEMENT. 

Subsection (i) of section 3319 of title 38, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘In the event’’ and inserting 

‘‘Subject to paragraph (2), in the event’’; and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘of this title’’ after ‘‘section 

3685’’; 
(2) in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (2)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘IN GENERAL’’ 

and inserting ‘‘SOLE LIABILITY’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘under paragraph (1)’’ and in-

serting ‘‘for which the individual shall be solely 
liable to the United States for the amount of the 
overpayment for purposes of section 3685 of this 
title’’; and 

(3) in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2)— 
(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘Subparagraph (A) shall not apply’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Neither the individual nor the 
dependent shall be liable to the United States 
for the amount of the overpayment for purposes 
of section 3685 of this title’’; and 

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘of this title’’ 
after ‘‘section 3311(c)(4)’’. 
SEC. 6. INCREASE OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 

AFFAIRS EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE 
FOR PROGRAMS OF EDUCATION IN 
REPUBLIC OF PHILIPPINES. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited 
as the ‘‘Filipino Education Fairness Act’’. 

(b) INCREASE.—Section 3532 of title 38, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (d); and 
(2) by resdesignating subsections (e) through 

(g) as subsections (d) through (f), respectively. 
SEC. 7. PROVISION OF CERTIFICATES OF ELIGI-

BILITY AND AWARD LETTERS USING 
ELECTRONIC MEANS. 

Chapter 36 of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended by inserting after section 3698 the fol-
lowing new section (and conforming the table of 
sections at the beginning of such chapter ac-
cordingly): 

‘‘§ 3698A. Provision of certificates of eligibility 
and award letters using electronic means 
‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—Except as provided by 

subsection (b), the Secretary shall provide to an 
individual the following documents using elec-
tronic means: 

‘‘(1) A certificate of eligibility for the entitle-
ment of the individual to covered educational 
assistance. 

‘‘(2) An award letter regarding the authoriza-
tion of the individual to receive covered edu-
cational assistance. 

‘‘(b) ELECTION TO OPT OUT.—An individual 
may elect to receive the documents specified in 
subsection (a) by mail rather than through elec-
tronic means under subsection (a). An indi-
vidual may revoke such an election at any time, 
by means prescribed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(c) COVERED EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE.—In 
this section, the term ‘covered educational as-
sistance’ means educational assistance under 
chapter 30, 33, or 35, or section 3699C, of this 
title.’’. 

SEC. 8. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
HOUSING LOAN FEES. 

The loan fee table in section 3729(b)(2) of title 
38, United States Code, is amended by striking 
‘‘November 14, 2031’’ each place it appears and 
inserting ‘‘April 30, 2032’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days in which to revise and 
extend their remarks on H.R. 1669, as 
amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of Representative CISCOMANI’s bill, H.R. 
1669, as amended. The bill would en-
hance the fund, the VET-TEC pilot pro-
gram at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. The VET-TEC pilot program 
was coauthored by Speaker MCCARTHY 
and Congressman RO KHANNA in the 
Forever GI Bill in 2017. 

Now, this program provides post-9/11 
GI Bill-style benefits to veterans so 
they can attend short-term training 
that leads to jobs in the information 
technology sector. The education and 
employment program has been a wildly 
successful program. It has helped thou-
sands of veterans not only find a job, 
but a career and a promising future in 
the technology sector. 

This program is an example of a gov-
ernment program that truly works for 
our veterans. VET-TEC has an 80 per-
cent graduation rate, a 62 percent em-
ployment rate, and an average salary 
of $65,000 a year. Veterans using this 
program are going into careers with 
the best tech companies in the world. 

The reason this program works as 
well as it has, I think, is that the 
schools only receive the full amount of 
the tuition and fees when the student 
gets a job in the tech industry. 

Now, this level of accountability is 
honestly something I think we should 
be looking at for other Federal Govern-
ment programs. Thousands of veterans 
achieving the career of their dreams 
has proven to me that it is time to ex-
pand VET-TEC. 

Now, Representative CISCOMANI’s bill 
makes important changes to the pilot 
program to make it even stronger so 
that it can continue to help even more 
veterans find their American Dream. 
Improving VET-TEC program has the 
full support of the VA and many vet-
eran service organizations. 

Three weeks ago, VET-TEC providers 
told us that the program had run out of 
funds and they are no longer allowed to 
accept new students. Over 2,500 student 
veterans will miss out on the chance 
for a better career this year if Congress 

is unable to fix this problem. It goes 
without saying, the time is short and 
the need to help our veterans continue 
to access this training is great. 

Even with record-high inflation and 
soaring interest rates, because of the 
Biden administration, veterans using 
this program have shown that they can 
still achieve high-paying jobs. 

Representative CISCOMANI’s bill, as 
amended, also includes several other 
bipartisan bills, including General 
JACK BERGMAN’s bill, H.R. 234, which 
would allow survivors of veterans to re-
ceive the burial allowance benefit if 
their loved one passes away at home 
while receiving VA Hospice care, rath-
er than in a VA facility. 

Representative ARRINGTON’s bill, 
H.R. 1169, would also allow veterans to 
receive their GI Bill electronic notifi-
cations virtually. 

Representative OBERNOLTE’s bill, 
H.R. 746, would include nondegreed 
pilot programs into the Veterans Read-
iness and Employment program. 

Representative VAN ORDEN’s bill, 
H.R. 1798, would protect the spouses of 
servicemembers from GI Bill debt. 

Representative KIGGAN’s bill, H.R. 
1635, would eliminate a nearly 70-year- 
old rule that limits the GI Bill pay-
ments that survivors and dependents 
receive in the Philippines. 

With the inclusion of these bills in 
H.R. 1669, we would make great im-
provements in how our veterans can 
use the GI Bill benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the Student 
Veterans of America, Veterans of For-
eign War, The American Legion, the 
VET-TEC Working Group, and Disabled 
American Veterans for supporting the 
proposed legislation today. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 1669, as amended. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak on the 
VET-TEC Authorization Act of 2023, as 
amended. In 2020, when our country ex-
perienced record unemployment, VET- 
TEC was a bright spot of veteran em-
ployment. 

To date, nearly 5,000 veterans have 
found employment from the program 
at a salary of over $65,000 a year. 

Today, veterans are employed at 
record-high levels. The Biden economy 
has brought veteran unemployment to 
the lowest level ever on record. Let me 
say that again. The Biden economy has 
brought veteran unemployment to the 
lowest level ever on record. 

The legislation before us adds 5 more 
years to the VET-TEC program, pro-
viding VA an additional $337 million to 
get more veterans hired in the high- 
technology field. 

This program was created by Speaker 
MCCARTHY in the Forever GI Bill, and I 
respect the fact that it is a big priority 
for the Speaker and my friend Chair-
man BOST. While I support the legisla-
tion, I wish to share my concern about 
moving a bill with such a large cost 
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when we have so many provisions 
awaiting action by this Congress. The 
$413 million price tag of this bill dwarfs 
the costs of many of the bills we must 
pass to address veteran homelessness. 

This is an expensive bill in a fiscally 
uncertain time. While we all appreciate 
veteran employment programs, veteran 
unemployment is the lowest ever on 
record. A VET-TEC extension is nice to 
have, but with veterans experiencing 
homelessness and food insecurity, 
there is action on those programs that 
we must have. 

As ranking member of this com-
mittee, I have the responsibility of 
weighing priorities and choosing be-
tween worthy policies that help vet-
erans. I know the chairman and his col-
leagues on our committee share my 
goal of ending veteran homelessness. 

When we considered this legislation 
in our committee, I offered an amend-
ment to this legislation to make per-
manent some basic authorities which 
lowered veteran homelessness by 11 
percent during a public health emer-
gency. This amendment cost only $6 
million in mandatory spending. 

Last year, the chairman himself 
made it clear: ‘‘No veteran should be 
without a place to call home. I am glad 
that the most recent estimate showed 
fewer veterans living in homeless shel-
ters last year. That is why we must 
continue our work to ensure that the 
rubber is meeting the road and every 
veteran has access to safe, stable hous-
ing and the help they need to thrive.’’ 

Chairman BOST is correct. The work 
must continue. We must continue the 
ongoing work, which has already 
helped so many veterans and can help 
so many more. 

The reason given for not moving this 
bill was that it implicates the Toxic 
Exposure Fund, or TEF. I understand 
the chairman is concerned about how 
the Congressional Budget Office scores 
bills with TEF implications. I am con-
cerned too, and I have spoken exten-
sively on this. 

However, there has yet to be a solu-
tion proposed for the TEF that does 
not undermine its purpose, which is to 
protect funding for toxic-exposed vet-
erans and acknowledge this as a cost of 
war. 

In light of this, I am asking that we 
come together and work on mutual pri-
orities so that we can responsibly and 
equitably pass legislation using the 
limited offsets available to us. 

I think the chairman believes, as do 
I, that providing basic needs for home-
less veterans deserves to be on that pri-
ority list. 

Therefore, I ask my colleague, the 
chairman, if he will commit to bring-
ing Representative CHERFILUS-MCCOR-
MICK’s bill, H.R. 645, to the floor with-
out delay, 

Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of a col-
loquy, I yield to the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST), and ask if he will 
commit to this. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, while I un-
derstand the concerns expressed by the 

minority, I point out that the program 
has been a huge success in helping vet-
erans gain meaningful employment. 

We have been very successful in re-
cent years in reducing veterans’ unem-
ployment, and now is not the time for 
us to take our foot off the gas. I believe 
a successful education program, such 
as this one, is one of the best ways to 
reduce veteran homelessness. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also point out 
that the minority has had ample time 
and opportunity to express their con-
cerns of legislation hearing on this bill. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I am re-
claiming my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I am getting 
to my answer. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I was 
waiting for the answer. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, they were 
also given a chance to submit markup 
at a full committee markup, and yet, 
the first time I have heard these con-
cerns was late last week. 

The bill, through regular order, as 
amended, was offered for the minority 
Representative, Mr. MCGARVEY, to re-
duce the length of time in the program. 
That amendment was accepted and in-
cluded in the bill. 

The length of the program was sub-
ject to bipartisan agreement. I recog-
nize that the minority has valid con-
cerns about spending and limited re-
sources that we have worked with. The 
problem was made worse with the pas-
sage of the Toxic Exposure Fund, the 
PACT Act, that requires mandatory 
spending for many of the VA programs. 

Mr. Speaker, I repeat my plea that 
my friends on the other side of the 
aisle join me in developing a resolution 
to the issue. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I reclaim 
my time. 

Mr. BOST: Mr. Speaker, I am com-
mitted to addressing the veterans 
homelessness. 

b 1700 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I am re-
claiming my time. 

I simply ask the gentleman whether 
he will work with us to bring Mrs. 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK’s bill to the 
floor. That is the question that I will 
yield for an answer. 

Will the gentleman work with us? 
I yield to the gentleman from Illi-

nois. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I will ad-

dress veterans homelessness, as I have 
always said I would. It is very con-
cerning to me. We are currently work-
ing on a package to address the issue, 
but I am not going to pit one group of 
veterans against another. I would like 
my friends in the minority to work 
with me to develop legislation to ad-
dress veteran homelessness in a bipar-
tisan, fiscally responsible way over the 
next few months. 

The answer is yes, we will work with 
you, but we have got to actually sit 
down and work together to figure out 
the problem of the expense and know-
ing how it is and where it is that we 

make the investment that still bal-
ances. That is the answer that I will 
give to the gentleman. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time. 

I am grateful that I hear some kernel 
that they will work with us in a bipar-
tisan way. What does worry me is the 
gentleman mentioned over the next few 
months. I can maybe tolerate the next 
few months in terms of can we come to 
an agreement by the fall when the tem-
peratures start to fall, but even the hot 
summers, in some parts of the country, 
would require us to work much more 
expeditiously. 

These pandemic authorities that ex-
panded our ability to help veterans 
who are homeless expired on May 11. 
For the last 11 days, VA and its com-
munity partners have operated with 
fewer authorities and less funding to 
help homeless veterans. 

VA’s ability to quickly bring a vet-
eran in off the streets and get them the 
services they need to put them on their 
way to stable, permanent housing has 
been greatly diminished. 

Prior to the pandemic, we were main-
taining the status quo. The number of 
veterans experiencing homelessness 
had remained basically stagnant year 
after year for quite some time. For 
every veteran housed, another veteran 
would fall into homelessness. 

During the pandemic we approached 
the homelessness crisis head on and 
with the urgency it has long deserved. 
It is incredible to me that we were able 
to reduce homelessness during COVID– 
19 by 11 percent. During the darkest 
days of that pandemic, VA actually re-
duced homelessness by 11 percent. It 
permanently housed over 40,000 vet-
erans last year alone. We know these 
authorities accelerated VA’s progress 
in ending veteran homelessness, and we 
can’t lose that momentum. 

I am pleased to hear the chairman 
wants to work together to extend these 
authorities and get homeless veterans 
into housing. 

Mr. Speaker, I just say let’s 
prioritize H.R. 645 in the coming days, 
not the coming months, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I will, and 
we will, work on this priority. What we 
can do is chew gum and walk at the 
same time, and that means we can go 
ahead and not only work on homeless-
ness but also this bill, as important as 
it is. I appreciate the gentleman’s con-
cern, but believe me, our side of the 
aisle has just as much concern about 
our homeless veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Iowa (Mrs. MILLER- 
MEEKS). 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank Chairman BOST for yielding me 
time. 

As a 24-year Army veteran, I under-
stand the importance of improving 
services for veterans as they transition 
to civilian life. VET-TEC is a pilot pro-
gram that started under President 
Trump and was led by Speaker MCCAR-
THY. Let me repeat that. VET-TEC is a 
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highly popular and successful program 
that was started under President 
Trump that allows eligible veterans to 
use GI Bill-style benefits to attend in-
novative job training programs to pre-
pare them for future employment in 
the technology industry. 

Through this program, veterans can 
get training in high-demand areas, in-
cluding computer software, computer 
programming, data processing, infor-
mation science, and media applica-
tions. In addition to this, employment 
may help prevent and treat homeless-
ness. We have seen 62 percent employ-
ment and $65,000 per year average sala-
ries. 

I am grateful that my colleague, Rep-
resentative CISCOMANI, introduced this 
important piece of legislation, which 
will help grow our economy and get 
veterans back to work. As a physician, 
it is no small aside that the dignity of 
working and having a purpose in life 
may also help improve mental health, 
which may also help improve homeless-
ness. 

The VET-TEC Authorization Act 
proves our commitment not only to 
maintaining funding levels but increas-
ing support for veterans. 

Last Congress, I led legislation to ex-
tend this important program, and I am 
proud to support this legislation today. 
This program has been widely popular 
and successful, and this is exactly the 
type of taxpayer-funded program that 
we can all support. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote in favor of this important legisla-
tion. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. CISCOMANI), the sponsor of 
the main part of this bill. 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Chairman BOST for yielding me 
time to talk about this important bill. 

I am grateful that my bill, H.R. 1669, 
the VET-TEC Authorization Act, is 
being considered today on the House 
floor. This bipartisan effort would ex-
tend the invaluable program for our 
veterans, the Veteran Employment 
Through Technology Education 
Courses, or VET-TEC program. 

The VET-TEC pilot program allows 
eligible veterans to gain experience 
and training in high-demand tech jobs. 
Since the start of the VET-TEC pro-
gram in 2019, introduced by Speaker 
MCCARTHY, over 12,000 veterans have 
completed the program in areas like 
computer programming, software de-
velopment, data processing, and other 
in-demand careers. This is crucial to 
strengthening our American workforce, 
while enabling our vets to have a clear 
shot at the American Dream, a dream 
they have fought to protect for so 
many of us. 

Of the veterans that completed the 
program, roughly 62 percent were of-
fered a job related to the training they 
received, with an average salary of 
around $65,000 a year. These results 
show that the program works, and by 
extending the program, we will ensure 

veterans will be able to participate in 
the program in the coming years. Not 
only has this program been beneficial 
for our veterans, but it is crucial for 
our employers, as well. We need a 
skilled workforce working in the tech 
industry, and our veterans are the per-
fect fit. 

I am proud to have partnered with 
Chairman BOST and Congressman 
KHANNA on this legislation, and I look 
forward to working with my colleagues 
to ensure the men and women who 
served our country can continue to 
grow in the civilian workforce, as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bill today. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. KHANNA), my friend and col-
league from my home State who serves 
on the Armed Services Committee and 
the Oversight Committee. 

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative TAKANO for his leader-
ship. I am glad that veterans can still 
bring this House together. 

Mr. Speaker, I was honored to work 
with Speaker MCCARTHY back in 2017 
on the pilot program, which has been a 
resounding success to provide veterans 
who serve this Nation with a tech-
nology skill so they can get jobs when 
they are back in the United States. 

There was an 84 percent graduation 
rate, 12,000 veterans have been helped 
by this program, and the average sal-
ary was $65,000. These are the types of 
things that we need to do in the House, 
bringing the House together to actu-
ally improve veterans’ lives. 

I appreciate Representative 
CISCOMANI’s leadership, and I look for-
ward to this program being permanent 
and hopefully expanded so veterans 
who serve our Nation, who do the high-
est duty, have the opportunity to have 
secure livings when they are back at 
home. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. BERGMAN). 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for all of his support for 
these bills that not only make life bet-
ter for the veterans but also for their 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 1669, the VET-TEC Authoriza-
tion Act, which, as amended, includes 
the text of legislation I originally in-
troduced as H.R. 234, Gerald’s Law. 

Gerald’s Law was drafted and intro-
duced on behalf of Gerald Elliott, a 
U.S. Army veteran and a resident of 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, as 
well as on behalf of his family and the 
thousands of other veterans like him. 

A lifelong Yooper, Jerry was a mem-
ber of The American Legion Post 363 
and was an active volunteer with U.P. 
Honor Flight and the Iron Mountain 
VA Hospital. 

After a cancer diagnosis in 2019, Ger-
ald received his care at the Iron Moun-
tain VA. As the disease progressed and 
he was placed on hospice care, he de-
cided to go home to enjoy his final 
days with his family. 

Following his death, Jerry’s family 
discovered that even though he re-
ceived hospice care through the VA, his 
family did not qualify for burial bene-
fits after his death; that is, burial ben-
efits for Jerry himself. That is because 
under current law, VA hospice care 
provided at home does not qualify as a 
death under VA care and is, therefore, 
not covered under the nonservice-con-
nected burial and plot benefit. 

As a result of this quirk, if a veteran 
with a terminal illness wants the full 
burial benefit, they would be forced to 
die in a hospital or nursing home under 
the VA auspices instead of transferring 
to home hospice care. This is just, I am 
sure, a mistake. This injustice is unac-
ceptable and unconscionable. 

No veteran should worry about losing 
VA benefits for their family when 
choosing to spend their final days in 
the comfort of their own home. 
Gerald’s Law will address this by ex-
tending VA burial allowance eligibility 
to veterans whose passing occurs at 
home while receiving VA hospice care 
if they were previously receiving VA 
hospital or nursing home care. 

I am thankful for the House Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs for their 
work to assist the thousands of vet-
erans and family members being denied 
benefits due to this legislative over-
sight. 

H.R. 1669, which includes Gerald’s 
Law and other bipartisan, common-
sense reforms, was approved unani-
mously by the committee in April. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge every Member of 
Congress, every Member of the House, 
to support its passage on the House 
floor today. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I commend General Bergman for the 
section of the VET-TEC bill which in-
cludes addressing this issue related to 
burials and the cost that the veteran’s 
family has to bear, but I find it pecu-
liar that the majority would take pains 
to include this legislation, which I 
have no quarrel with and support, but 
could not deal with and chose not to 
deal with the expiring authorities to 
deal with our homeless veterans. 

Americans care deeply about the 
homeless veterans in our country and 
are offended that we would have any-
body who wore the uniform of the 
United States be homeless. 

There are elements of this bill that 
came up in markup. They brought the 
bill to the floor, the VET-TEC bill, 
which includes many elements, but 
they specifically chose to leave out ad-
dressing the expiring authorities that 
we have used to bring down homeless-
ness by 11 percent. I am afraid we are 
going to lose momentum. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, one thing 
that needs to be very, very clear, the 
Bergman bill does not have a TEF 
issue, a toxic exposure fund issue. That 
is where the concerns are. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I realize 
the chairman and all of us in the vet-
eran space have had our differences 
with the way the Congressional Budget 
Office scores the TEF. However, I 
would assert that we cannot use that 
as an excuse for why we don’t address 
veteran homelessness. 

Mr. Speaker, the expansion of VET- 
TEC as a program is to the tune of 
nearly one-half billion dollars—$413 
million—at a time when my colleagues 
on the other side are looking to make 
draconian cuts to the nondefense side 
of the ledger, which veterans do fall 
within. They are expanding a program 
that addresses veteran employment at 
a time when veteran unemployment is 
at its lowest. 

What I want to compare is the $6 mil-
lion to the nearly one-half billion dol-
lars that the Republicans want to ex-
pand this program by. I, too, stand be-
hind veteran employment programs 
and effective ones at that. However, 
should we be expanding it and author-
izing for 5 years this program, VET- 
TEC, when we are allowing a $6 million 
program to care for homeless veterans, 
to get them off the streets, to expire? 

It is a rather rich situation that my 
colleagues want to expand spending 
and spend more on a program whose ur-
gency is really in question because the 
Biden economy, as I explained, has 
brought veteran unemployment to its 
lowest levels ever. They want to ex-
pand spending in that program by an 
enormous amount, yet they want to 
eliminate $6 million in authorizations 
to take care of our homeless veterans. 
This makes no sense at all to me. 

I support the chairman’s bill, but I 
hope he will work with us to solve this 
problem in a matter of days and not 
months. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to say a cou-
ple of things that I have said on this 
House floor before. I am going to say 
them again. 

The gentleman referred to our cut-
ting veterans. Actually, we are increas-
ing over the President’s budget. We 
will get more into that later this week 
in committee. 

Let me also say this, Mr. Speaker. I 
will repeat my plea right now that our 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
join me in developing a solution to an 
issue that he has decided is not any-
thing more than a political ploy, try-
ing to say that we are going to cut ben-
efits by straightening this problem out. 

We are not. We will not. Let me say 
this again on this floor: Veterans are 
not being cut, period. 

This is a good piece of legislation. It 
is bipartisan. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all the peo-
ple on our side of the aisle and on both 
sides of the aisle to support this legis-
lation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
YAKYM). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. BOST) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1669, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COST- 
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF 
2023 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
777) to increase, effective as of Decem-
ber 1, 2023, the rates of compensation 
for veterans with service-connected 
disabilities and the rates of dependency 
and indemnity compensation for the 
survivors of certain disabled veterans, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 777 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans’ 
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment 
Act of 2023’’ or the ‘‘Veterans’ COLA Act of 
2023’’. 
SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATES OF DISABILITY COM-

PENSATION AND DEPENDENCY AND 
INDEMNITY COMPENSATION. 

(a) RATE ADJUSTMENT.—Effective on De-
cember 1, 2023, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall increase, in accordance with sub-
section (c), the dollar amounts in effect on 
November 30, 2023, for the payment of dis-
ability compensation and dependency and in-
demnity compensation under the provisions 
specified in subsection (b). 

(b) AMOUNTS TO BE INCREASED.—The dollar 
amounts to be increased pursuant to sub-
section (a) are the following: 

(1) WARTIME DISABILITY COMPENSATION.— 
Each of the dollar amounts under section 
1114 of title 38, United States Code. 

(2) ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR DEPEND-
ENTS.—Each of the dollar amounts under sec-
tion 1115(1) of such title. 

(3) CLOTHING ALLOWANCE.—The dollar 
amount under section 1162 of such title. 

(4) DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSA-
TION TO SURVIVING SPOUSE.—Each of the dol-
lar amounts under subsections (a) through 
(d) of section 1311 of such title. 

(5) DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSA-
TION TO CHILDREN.—Each of the dollar 
amounts under sections 1313(a) and 1314 of 
such title. 

(c) DETERMINATION OF INCREASE.—Each dol-
lar amount described in subsection (b) shall 
be increased by the same percentage as the 
percentage by which benefit amounts pay-
able under title II of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) are increased effective 
December 1, 2023, as a result of a determina-
tion under section 215(i) of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 415(i)). 

(d) SPECIAL RULE.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may adjust administratively, 

consistent with the increases made under 
subsection (a), the rates of disability com-
pensation payable to persons under section 
10 of Public Law 85–857 (72 Stat. 1263) who 
have not received compensation under chap-
ter 11 of title 38, United States Code. 
SEC. 3. PUBLICATION OF ADJUSTED RATES. 

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
publish in the Federal Register the amounts 
specified in section 2(b), as increased under 
that section, not later than the date on 
which the matters specified in section 
215(i)(2)(D) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 415(i)(2)(D)) are required to be pub-
lished by reason of a determination made 
under section 215(i) of such Act during fiscal 
year 2024. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days in which to revise and 
extend their remarks on S. 777. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of S. 777. I appreciate Senator TESTER 
and Senator MORAN for their leadership 
on this important bill. I also thank 
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance 
and Memorial Affairs Chairman 
LUTTRELL and Ranking Member 
PAPPAS for leading the House com-
panion to S. 777. 

Our bipartisan collaboration on this 
legislation each year is vitally impor-
tant. The Veterans’ COLA Act of 2023 
would increase the rates of compensa-
tion for our veterans and their sur-
vivors to keep pace with inflation and 
the rising cost of living. 

Many veterans fought for our coun-
try and came back with visible and in-
visible injuries. Their disability com-
pensation benefits provide financial se-
curity for service-disabled veterans and 
their families. 

Mr. Speaker, veterans should not 
have to worry whether their earned 
benefits can cover their basic needs. 
They should not have to choose be-
tween gas to get to work or groceries 
for their family. 

However, unfortunately, because of 
the Biden inflation problem that has 
occurred because of out-of-control 
spending, this is a reality for thou-
sands of veterans’ families. The least 
we can do for them is to provide a cost- 
of-living adjustment this year so they 
can continue to pay their bills and put 
food on their tables. 

I am proud to support this bill today, 
and I hope all my colleagues will join 
me in sending this bill to the Presi-
dent’s desk. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:31 May 23, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 0636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K22MY7.028 H22MYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2480 May 22, 2023 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my 

support for S. 777, the Veterans’ Com-
pensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment 
Act of 2023. 

As we do annually, today, we are tak-
ing up legislation to increase the 
amounts paid for wartime disability 
compensation, compensation for de-
pendents, clothing allowance for cer-
tain disabled veterans, and dependency 
and indemnity compensation for sur-
viving spouses and children. 

Specifically, the bill requires VA to 
raise these benefit amounts by the 
same percentage as the cost-of-living 
increase provided to Social Security 
recipients, serving as a guarantee of 
quality of life for veterans and their 
families and ensuring that they will 
not experience a decline in earned ben-
efits as economic conditions fluctuate. 

The cost-of-living adjustment is a 
continued recognition by our grateful 
Nation of the service and sacrifice not 
just of those who have courageously 
worn our Nation’s uniforms but those 
families who have supported them and 
also bear a great burden. 

As ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, it is an 
honor for me to support this effort. 

I will note, however, that particu-
larly with respect to dependency and 
indemnity compensation, more needs 
to be done beyond the annual COLA to 
bring that program on par with other 
Federal survivors’ benefits. It has 
lagged behind for far too long, which is 
a disservice to the survivors of our vet-
erans. I hope this committee can see fit 
to advance that cause this Congress, as 
well. 

Typically, we alternate primary 
sponsorship of this bill with the Sen-
ate, and this year it happens to be the 
Senate’s turn. I acknowledge the Sen-
ate for promptly sending us their 
version. 

I also commend the Subcommittee 
on Disability Assistance and Memorial 
Affairs and extend my gratitude to 
Ranking Member PAPPAS and Chair 
LUTTRELL for their sponsorship of the 
House companion to this bill and for 
their unwavering support for our vet-
erans. 

Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly sup-
port S. 777, and I urge my colleagues to 
do the same. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. LUTTRELL), who is the sponsor of 
the bill. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of S. 777. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Senator TESTER 
and Senator MORAN for leading this bill 
through the Senate. I also thank the 
Disability Assistance and Memorial Af-
fairs Subcommittee’s ranking member, 
Mr. PAPPAS, for joining me and co-lead-
ing the House companion to S. 777. 

As Chairman BOST said, this legisla-
tion is necessary to ensure that vet-
erans’ and survivors’ compensation 
benefits keep pace with rising infla-
tion. 

There are veterans in my district 
who are struggling to make ends meet. 
Without their disability compensation 
benefits, they may not be able to do 
just that. 

Finances and the ability to pay bills 
can be a major source of stress and 
anxiety for so many veterans, sur-
vivors, and their families. According to 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, in 
just 1 year, the consumer price index 
has risen 4.9 percent, with housing and 
gas prices at the front of the charge. 
This bill is crucial to ensure that vet-
erans can keep pace with this wide-
spread inflation. 

Mr. Speaker, I know many of my col-
leagues are committed to helping their 
veteran constituents, and I urge my 
colleagues to support this bill. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
Hampshire (Mr. PAPPAS), the ranking 
member on the Subcommittee on Dis-
ability Assistance and Memorial Af-
fairs of the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee. 

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Ranking Member TAKANO for yielding 
the time and Chairman BOST, as well, 
for his support of this legislation. It 
was an honor to be able to work with 
subcommittee Chair LUTTRELL on this 
important issue, S. 777, the Veterans’ 
COLA Act of 2023. 

We all know we have a sacred and 
solemn obligation to make sure that 
the needs of our veterans are met. My 
home State of New Hampshire is home 
to over 100,000 veterans from all 
branches, with service dating from the 
Second World War to today. Some of 
those veterans returned home with 
service-connected disabilities and re-
quired extra care and support. 

As we all continue to feel the impact 
of inflation and higher costs, those 
pressures can be particularly chal-
lenging for our veteran community. 

Our veterans swear to give every-
thing, up to and including their lives, 
in service to our country. They 
shouldn’t have to worry if they can af-
ford groceries this week or pay their 
electric bill the next week. 

Their VA benefits should keep pace 
with economic trends, and their finan-
cial and overall well-being should 
never be left to hang in the balance. 

This legislation would increase the 
rates of VA benefits equal to the cost- 
of-living increase provided for Social 
Security benefits for veterans with 
service-connected disabilities, as well 
as the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for their survivors 
and families. 

This will help ensure that veterans 
with service-connected disabilities and 
families and loved ones of veterans who 
have been lost can rest assured that 
their benefits will support them even 
as our economy changes. 

We owe our veterans and their fami-
lies a tremendous debt of gratitude, 
and the legislation we propose today is 
another way that we can all work to 
honor their sacrifice and work to pay 
down that debt that we all bear. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge swift passage of 
this bipartisan bill so we can send it to 
the President’s desk for his signature. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE), my good 
friend who serves on the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank very much the ranking member; 
Mr. BOST; my good friend from Texas; 
the ranking member, the gentleman 
from New Hampshire; and, of course, in 
the other body, Senator TESTER for a 
very instructive and important initia-
tive dealing with the cost of living for 
our veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, if my colleagues are 
embraced and engaged with veterans— 
which many of us do every time we are 
home in the district—they realize that 
they, in many instances, continue their 
service in the kinds of work that they 
do. Realize, however, that they have 
any number of additional challenges in 
many instances. That, of course, in-
cludes some of the health issues, hous-
ing issues, and ability-to-support-fam-
ily issues. 

The cost of living is, in essence, 
something that we should make as a 
commitment for the service that they 
have given. 

b 1730 
I know that we often say thank you 

for your service, and we often have a 
smile on our face. I want it to be well 
known, well known, that it is by our 
action and our deeds, not just by our 
words. 

The veterans that we see across our 
districts and across America have 
fought in many wars. Many of them be-
lieve that they have not been given the 
full amount of their veteran benefits. 

They believe that they are still try-
ing to petition for a level of disability, 
if you will. Some are at a certain per-
centage and feel that they deserve an-
other percentage because they are in a 
financial condition that causes them to 
wonder about their service and their 
service-connected disability. We get all 
of those questions. 

I think the overall statement that 
has been made about the cost of living 
is to recognize the difficulty our vet-
erans have, the increasing amount of 
moneys that it requires for us to take 
care of our veterans, and that this is a 
responsible and respectable way of 
doing so. 

I hope that we will pass this quickly. 
I hope that it will go to the President’s 
desk. I hope that when we see our vet-
erans, we will be able to be an exhibi-
tor of deeds, that we stood on the floor 
of the House to say thank you. 

We stood on the floor of the House to 
say we recognize the needs that you 
have from the veterans hospitals, vet-
erans clinics, and certainly for the 
need of increased compensation. 

This is an important statement not 
only for veterans but for their families. 
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It is an important statement for the 
young men and women who put on the 
uniform today unselfishly. 

They will ultimately be veterans, and 
we hope that they will be able to serve, 
and they will be able to come out as 
veterans. 

Please be reminded as we celebrate 
Memorial Day there are those who put 
on the uniform unselfishly, and they 
never made it home. 

We want to be able to honor those, 
but as well, we want to honor living 
veterans. I support this legislation that 
provides for a veterans COLA of 2023. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
more speakers. I am ready to close, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
my colleagues to pass S. 777, Veterans’ 
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjust-
ment Act of 2023, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I also en-
courage all of our Members to support 
this legislation, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, S. 777. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NOTAM IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2023 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and concur in the 
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
346) to establish a task force on im-
provements for notices to air missions, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendment is 

as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘NOTAM Im-
provement Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. FAA TASK FORCE ON NOTAM IMPROVE-

MENT. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion shall establish a task force to be known as 
the FAA Task Force on NOTAM Improvement 
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Task Force’’). 

(b) COMPOSITION.—The Task Force shall con-
sist of members appointed by the Administrator, 
including at least one member of each of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Air carrier representatives. 
(2) Airport representatives. 
(3) Labor union representatives of airline pi-

lots. 
(4) Labor union representatives of aircraft dis-

patchers. 
(5) The labor union certified under section 

7111 of title 5, United States Code, to represent 
FAA air traffic control specialists assigned to 
the United States NOTAMs Office. 

(6) The labor union certified under section 
7111 of title 5, United States Code, to represent 
FAA aeronautical information specialists. 

(7) General and business aviation representa-
tives. 

(8) Aviation safety experts with knowledge of 
NOTAMs. 

(9) Human factors experts. 
(10) Computer system architecture and cyber-

security experts. 
(c) DUTIES.—The duties of the Task Force 

shall include— 
(1) reviewing existing methods for publishing 

NOTAMs and flight operations information to 
pilots; 

(2) reviewing regulations, policies, systems, 
and international standards relating to 
NOTAMs, including their content and presen-
tation to pilots; 

(3) evaluating and determining best practices 
to organize, prioritize, and present flight oper-
ations information in a manner that optimizes 
pilot review and retention of relevant informa-
tion; and 

(4) providing recommendations for— 
(A) improving the publication and delivery of 

NOTAM information in a manner that 
prioritizes or highlights the most important in-
formation, and optimizes pilot review and reten-
tion of relevant information; 

(B) ways to ensure that NOTAMs are com-
plete, accurate, timely, relevant to safe flight 
operations, and contain pertinent information; 

(C) any best practices that the FAA should 
consider to improve the accuracy and under-
standability of NOTAMs and the display of 
flight operations information; 

(D) ways to work with air carriers, other air-
space users, and aviation service providers to 
implement solutions that are aligned with the 
recommendations under this paragraph; and 

(E) ways to ensure the stability, resiliency, 
and cybersecurity of the NOTAM computer sys-
tem. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of the establishment of the Task Force, the 
Task Force shall submit to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate a report detailing— 

(1) the results of the reviews and evaluations 
of the Task Force under paragraphs (1) through 
(3) of subsection (c); 

(2) the best practices identified and rec-
ommendations provided by the Task Force 
under subsection (c)(4); 

(3) any recommendations of the Task Force 
for additional regulatory or policy actions to im-
prove the publication of NOTAMs; and 

(4) the degree to which implementing the rec-
ommendations of the Task Force described 
under paragraph (2) will address National 
Transportation Safety Board Safety Rec-
ommendation A–18–024. 

(e) APPLICABLE LAW.—Chapter 10 of title 5, 
United States Code, shall not apply to the Task 
Force. 

(f) SUNSET.—The Task Force shall terminate 
on the later of— 

(1) the date on which the Task Force submits 
the report required under subsection (d); or 

(2) the date that is 18 months after the date on 
which the Task Force is established under sub-
section (a). 

(g) AUTHORITY.—The Administrator shall 
have the authority to carry out the rec-
ommendations of the Task Force detailed in the 
report required under subsection (d). 

(h) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section may be construed to require the FAA to 
duplicate any prior, ongoing, or planned efforts 
related to the improvement of NOTAMs, includ-
ing any efforts related to implementing any pre-
viously enacted requirements. 

(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) FAA.—The term ‘‘FAA’’ means the Federal 

Aviation Administration. 
(2) NOTAM.—The term ‘‘NOTAM’’ means a 

notice containing information (which is not 
known sufficiently in advance to publicize by 

other means) concerning the establishment, con-
dition, or change in any component (including a 
facility, service, or procedure thereof) or hazard 
in the National Airspace System, the timely 
knowledge of which is essential to personnel 
concerned with flight operations. 
SEC. 3. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS. 

Not later than September 30, 2024, the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Aviation Administration 
shall make the following improvements: 

(1) Complete implementation of a Federal 
NOTAM System (in this section referred to as a 
‘‘FNS’’). 

(2) Implement a back-up system to the FNS. 
(3) Brief the Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate on a plan to en-
hance the capability to deliver information 
through the FNS that is machine-readable, fil-
terable, and in the format used by the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) to 
promote further global harmonization among 
neighboring Air Navigation Service Providers 
(ANSPs) and provide users of the National Air-
space System with one consistent format for do-
mestic and international operations. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. 
DESAULNIER) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on the Senate amendment to 
H.R. 346. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise in 

support of my bipartisan legislation 
that improves the safety of air travel. 

NOTAMs provide current, up-to-the- 
minute data to pilots on any aspect of 
their flight. Unfortunately, NOTAMs 
are often buried in lengthy reports, 
conflating important safety informa-
tion with more common alerts. These 
inefficiencies have created some life- 
threatening situations over the years. 

On January 11, 2023, all U.S. domestic 
flights were grounded for the first time 
since 9/11. The NOTAM system crashed. 
Old and antiquated, it comes as no real 
surprise that the system easily went 
down. 

Unfortunately, leadership at the De-
partment of Transportation has left me 
uninspired. Instead of focusing re-
sources on safety improvements and 
upgrades, Secretary Buttigieg has 
spent his time retitling programs and 
systems. 

I will tell you that no pilot cares 
what the system is called, just that it 
works and provides her with the infor-
mation she needs to get her crew and 
her passengers to safety. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been advocating 
for NOTAM upgrades for 4 years. My 
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legislation, which creates a task force 
at the FAA with important input from 
safety experts, industry professionals, 
and unions to address both the effi-
ciency and resiliency of the NOTAM 
system, has passed out of the House in 
both the 116th and the 117th Con-
gresses. 

However, it is only after a disastrous 
event that this legislation finally got 
the traction it deserves. We must stop 
reacting in Congress. We must be 
thoughtful, considerate, and proactive 
in how we legislate. 

I thank my good friend and col-
league, Mr. DESAULNIER, for his sup-
port and his leadership on this legisla-
tion and Senators KLOBUCHAR and CAP-
ITO for pushing the legislation in the 
Senate. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
this legislation before another failure 
of the NOTAM system occurs. Our pi-
lots, our crews, and our passengers are 
counting on us. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I thank my good friend, Representa-
tive STAUBER, for his work on the bill. 

I am really grateful to be here once 
again to support H.R. 346, the NOTAM 
Improvement Act, which we introduced 
together and worked on and will con-
tinue to work on together. 

The Notice to Air Mission System is 
an essential part of our aviation infra-
structure as it provides critical real- 
time flight safety information, includ-
ing potential hazards to pilots, flight 
dispatchers, and other airspace users. 

In 2017, an Air Canada plane at San 
Francisco International Airport pre-
paring to land flew within 59 feet of 
four fully loaded planes, narrowly 
avoiding an unimaginable disaster. It 
would have been the greatest aviation 
disaster in American history. If it 
wasn’t for the quick thinking of a cou-
ple of United Airlines pilots who saw 
him approaching inappropriately, we 
would have had that disaster. The Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board in-
vestigation found that the outdated 
NOTAM system was a significant part 
of the problem. 

The importance of this work was fur-
ther emphasized when earlier this year 
in January, U.S. airspace came to a 
standstill when the Federal Aviation 
Administration grounded all airline do-
mestic departures due to an outage of 
the system. 

Although the FAA worked to quickly 
solve the problem and lift all of the do-
mestic flight stops, airlines and pas-
sengers faced the cascading effects of 
mass delays and cancellations for 
hours. 

The NOTAM outage also exposed sig-
nificant vulnerabilities in the FAA’s 
legacy IT infrastructure and under-
scored the need for Congress to take 
decisive action to quickly modernize 
these critical safety systems that 
flight crews and airline passengers de-
pend on. 

To help strengthen the integrity of 
the NOTAM system, this bipartisan bill 
directs the FAA to create a task force 
on NOTAM improvement to: 

Identify best practices to make sure 
that critical flight information is dis-
seminated to pilots in a way that opti-
mizes review and retention; and 

Develop recommendations to ensure 
the stability, resiliency, and cybersecu-
rity of the NOTAM system. 

This task force will consist of key 
aviation stakeholders including: air-
line pilots, air traffic controllers, air-
craft dispatchers, air carriers, and 
aviation safety and computer system 
experts. 

It also requires the FAA to complete 
its NOTAM modernization efforts and 
do other IT system upgrades by the fall 
of 2024. 

As the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee continues to 
work on the upcoming FAA reauthor-
ization bill, we will build upon the 2018 
law and implement any necessary im-
provements to safeguard U.S. airspace 
from cascading system outages. 

The task force created under this bill 
will play an important role in the 
FAA’s ongoing NOTAM modernization 
initiative to ensure pilots, flight crews, 
and other airspace users receive 
NOTAMs that are timely, relevant, and 
accurate. 

I am very proud to have worked with 
Representative STAUBER on the 
NOTAM Improvement Act to protect 
the safety of the flying public. At a 
time when there is much disagreement 
within our parties, I am glad that we 
worked together in a bipartisan man-
ner to prioritize aviation safety. 

I am also grateful that our Senate 
colleagues recognized the importance 
of this issue and worked quickly to 
pass this bipartisan bill. 

Our unwavering bipartisan commit-
ment to aviation safety continues to be 
a priority for Congress and the FAA. 

As we enter what is expected to be a 
busy summer travel season, H.R. 346 
will help put us on course to pursue 
best practices that bolster safety, pre-
vent future disruptions, and allow for 
pilots, air traffic controllers, crews, 
and customers to be safe and feel con-
fident in the technology and in the 
U.S. aviation system. 

I am proud to support this legislation 
and urge my colleagues to do the same, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Chair, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. BURCHETT), my good friend. 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of the NOTAM Improvement 
Act. 

I thank my friend from the great 
State of Minnesota, my friends across 
the aisle, George, everyone here. I 
thank you all so much for being here 
today. 

Nearly 3 million people every day 
count on flights in the United States to 
safely get them to where they need to 
go. 

The Notice to Air Mission System is 
how we make sure that that will hap-

pen. The system is how we tell pilots 
about possible hazards. 

When the system gets all jacked up, 
flights can’t take off. It is just that 
simple. Back in January, planes across 
the country were grounded for the first 
time since 2001 because of a damaged 
file in our Notice to Air Mission data-
base. 

We need to prevent this from hap-
pening, Mr. Speaker. We need to pre-
vent it from happening again and also 
look at what other improvements could 
be made. 

Safety isn’t a joke. It should be one 
of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion’s top priorities, not worrying 
about over 4 ounces of honey in your 
baggage. 

This bill has bipartisan support, and 
there isn’t any reason that it shouldn’t 
pass with overwhelming support now. 

The reason the press isn’t here is 
mainly because we are agreeing on 
something, and we are working to-
gether, which is what this body is sup-
posed to be doing, dadgummit. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you all so much 
for allowing me to be here. 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, once 
again I will say how fulfilling this has 
been and how much work we still have 
to do, but I know we will work in part-
nership to make sure that we fulfill a 
long history in this country of aviation 
safety and make sure it gets even bet-
ter. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no other Mem-
bers on my side to speak, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 346 
is a key step toward safeguarding the 
integrity and safety of America’s na-
tional airspace. 

This legislation proves that Congress 
can rise to the challenges of the day, 
and I urge all Members to support the 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
STAUBER) that the House suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the bill, H.R. 346. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
amendment was concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 44 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1831 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
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tempore (Mr. YAKYM) at 6 o’clock and 
31 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken 
in the following order: 

Motions to suspend the rules and 
pass: 

H.R. 1076; 
H.R. 1156; and 
Agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 

the Journal, if ordered. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

PREVENTING THE FINANCING OF 
ILLEGAL SYNTHETIC DRUGS ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1076) to require the Comp-
troller General of the United States to 
carry out a study on the trafficking 
into the United States of synthetic 
drugs, and related illicit finance, and 
for other purposes, as amended, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
LUETKEMEYER) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 402, nays 2, 
not voting 30, as follows: 

[Roll No. 228] 

YEAS—402 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NC) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brecheen 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 

Budzinski 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Bush 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Connolly 

Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Doggett 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans 

Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kuster 

LaHood 
LaLota 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Manning 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClain 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McGarvey 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Ogles 
Omar 
Owens 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Porter 
Posey 
Pressley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 

Rosendale 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Santos 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 
Sessions 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Stewart 
Strickland 
Strong 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—2 

Gaetz Massie 

NOT VOTING—30 

Auchincloss 
Beyer 
Boebert 
Brown 
Burlison 
Cárdenas 
Dingell 
Garamendi 
Graves (LA) 
Grijalva 

Johnson (LA) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kustoff 
LaMalfa 
Larson (CT) 
McCaul 
McGovern 
McHenry 
Miller (IL) 
Neal 

Obernolte 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Pocan 
Quigley 
Sewell 
Simpson 
Thompson (MS) 
Vargas 
Wilson (FL) 

b 1857 

Mr. JEFFRIES changed his vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, had I been 

present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 228. 

f 

CHINA FINANCIAL THREAT 
MITIGATION ACT OF 2023 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1156) to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to conduct a study and 
report on the exposure of the United 
States to the financial sector of the 
People’s Republic of China, and for 
other purposes, as amended, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
LUETKEMEYER) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 400, nays 5, 
not voting 29, as follows: 

[Roll No. 229] 

YEAS—400 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NC) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 

Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brecheen 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Bush 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 

Cherfilus- 
McCormick 

Chu 
Cicilline 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
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Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Doggett 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
James 

Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kuster 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Manning 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClain 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McGarvey 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Nunn (IA) 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Ogles 
Omar 
Owens 
Pallone 

Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Porter 
Posey 
Pressley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Santos 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 
Sessions 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Stewart 
Strickland 
Strong 
Sykes 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 

Wasserman 
Schultz 

Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 

Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 

Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—5 

Biggs 
Crane 

Massie 
Norman 

Rosendale 

NOT VOTING—29 

Auchincloss 
Beyer 
Boebert 
Burlison 
Cárdenas 
Dingell 
Garamendi 
Gosar 
Graves (LA) 
Grijalva 

Johnson (LA) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kustoff 
McCaul 
McGovern 
McHenry 
Miller (IL) 
Neal 
Obernolte 
Pelosi 

Peltola 
Pocan 
Quigley 
Sewell 
Simpson 
Swalwell 
Thompson (MS) 
Vargas 
Wilson (FL) 

b 1905 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, 
had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall No. 228 (H.R. 1076) and ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall No. 229 (H.R. 1156). 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on agree-
ing to the Speaker’s approval of the 
Journal, which the Chair will put de 
novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
FORMER CONGRESSMAN MARION 
BERRY 

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember a former Member of 
this body who served the people of the 
First District of Arkansas, Mr. Marion 
Berry, who passed away over the week-
end following a long illness. 

Congressman Berry was born in 
Stuttgart, Arkansas, and he grew up in 
the small Arkansas County town of 
Bayou Meto. The son of a rice farmer, 
Congressman Berry would work as a 
pharmacist and eventually in agri-
culture, which led to a career in public 
service caring for and advocating on 
behalf of those he worked around in the 
Arkansas Delta. 

Congressman Berry worked alongside 
President Clinton in the White House 
and would eventually run for office, 
serving seven terms in Washington rep-
resenting the First District of Arkan-
sas where he was a member of the Ap-
propriations Committee. 

While his work in Washington was 
important to him, he worked tirelessly 

to draw attention to the people of the 
First District, especially those who 
lived in the delta. 

Congressman Berry will always be 
known for his political wit and wisdom 
but will be remembered and respected 
for the service he provided to his com-
munity, constituents, and country in 
the House of Representatives. 

Our delegation, our families, and so 
many across the State of Arkansas 
offer our condolences and prayers as we 
remember Congressman Berry and his 
family during this time of mourning 
and remembrance. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask for a moment of 
silence. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BEAN). The House will stand in a mo-
ment of silence. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 915 

Mr. ALLRED. Mr. Speaker, I hereby 
remove myself as a cosponsor to H.R. 
915. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is accepted. 

f 

NATO SUPPORTING UKRAINE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, this weekend, I was grateful 
to participate in the U.S. delegation to 
the NATO Parliamentary Assembly 
Spring Session in Luxembourg led by 
Intelligence Committee Chairman 
MIKE TURNER with former Assembly 
President GERRY CONNOLLY. 

U.S. Ambassador Tom Barrett and 
our Luxembourg hosts were incredible, 
providing a heartfelt welcome by Presi-
dent of the Chamber of Deputies 
Fernand Etgen with the enthusiastic 
Ambassador to the United States, Ni-
cole Bintner. The Minister of Defense 
Francois Bausch indicated that the 
budget for defense is being doubled in 
the great country of Luxembourg. 

Prime Minister Xavier Bettel hosted 
breakfast today for the delegation, and 
he cited the Luxembourg appreciation 
of America that will never be forgotten 
for the thousands of Americans who 
died fighting for their liberation in 
1944. 

The closing resolution approved 
today reaffirmed unwavering support 
for Ukraine’s democracy and terri-
torial integrity and holds accountable 
the Russian regime for its war crimes. 
He also denounced the ideology and 
practice of ruscism, defining Putin fas-
cism. 

On our departure, we had the leader-
ship of Congresswoman ANN WAGNER, 
former Ambassador to Luxembourg, to 
lay a wreath at the historic Luxem-
bourg American Cemetery. 

Our sympathy to the family of the 
beloved Mary Dozier Lee Ellsworth of 
Lexington. 
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b 1915 

PRAISING THE LIFE AND CAREER 
OF RENEE POWELL 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to praise the life and career of 
golfer Renee Powell and discuss why 
she deserves a Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. 

In 1967, Renee Powell became just the 
second African American to play on 
the LPGA tour and competed in more 
than 250 professional tournaments. 

Also, Powell was an international 
ambassador for the game of golf. She 
was a member of the British PGA, won 
a tournament in Australia, and taught 
golf to African heads of state. 

In 1977, she was the first woman ever 
to play in a men’s professional golf 
tournament. In 2017, Powell was elect-
ed to the PGA American Hall of Fame. 
However, she was more than an excep-
tional golfer. 

Powell designed golf apparel for the 
famous British department store Har-
rods. Today, she runs Clearview 
H.O.P.E., a rehabilitation program for 
female war veterans. 

Renee Powell is an American icon 
and a civil rights pioneer, and she de-
serves to be recognized with the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JERRY 
HOGAN, SR. 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of 
Jerry Hogan, Sr. Jerry was born in the 
Old Fort neighborhood of Savannah in 
1942. 

Before his graduation from Bene-
dictine Military School in 1961, he at-
tained the prestigious rank of Eagle 
Scout. 

After Benedictine, he enlisted in the 
United States Marine Corps, serving 
with honor and distinction before 
transferring to the United States Ma-
rine Corps Reserve. 

As well as his Marine Corps service, 
Jerry was a police officer on Tybee Is-
land. After his stint with the Tybee Is-
land Police Department, he went on to 
become a stevedore at the Port of Sa-
vannah and the Port of Miami. 

In 1975 he started M.J. Hogan & Com-
pany and followed that up in 1991 with 
Hogan’s Marina. He led both companies 
until his passing. 

A devout Catholic, he was active in 
every parish in which he lived and the 
diocese at large, and he founded the Jo-
seph O’Brien Ramsey Scholarship at 
his alma mater, Benedictine. 

Jerry was also active in community 
and civic associations, being a member 
of the Jaycees, the Propeller Club of 
the Port of Savannah, and the Chat-
ham County Tax Assessors Board. 

A proud Irish American, he served as 
the general chairman, adjutant, and fi-
nally as grand marshal of the Savan-
nah St. Patrick’s Day parade. 

My thoughts and prayers go out to 
the Hogan family during this most dif-
ficult time. 

f 

THE CLOCK IS TICKING 

(Mrs. MCCLELLAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, the 
GOP continues to hold the American 
economy hostage unless their extreme 
ransom note is met. However, the June 
1 deadline is fast approaching, and 
progress must be made in negotiations. 

The debt ceiling will be reached 10 
days from now. If Republicans keep up 
their brinkmanship and drive us into 
default, the United States will be un-
able to pay its bills. 

This will have unimaginable con-
sequences for our seniors and people 
nearing retirement. It will be particu-
larly damaging for retirees who rely on 
monthly Social Security payments to 
survive. 

Our seniors worked hard, paid into 
the system all their lives, and they 
should be able to count on the monthly 
checks that they have earned. 

However, a Republican-forced debt 
default would jeopardize Social Secu-
rity payments for 98,000 families in my 
district. 

Default would also wreak havoc on 
the stock market, threatening retire-
ment savings of over 100,000 of my con-
stituents and eliminating approxi-
mately $20,000 from typical retirement 
portfolios. 

We have a responsibility to protect 
the well-being and financial security of 
our seniors. We must raise the debt 
ceiling now. The clock is ticking. 

f 

STOPPING THE INFLUX OF 
FENTANYL 

(Mr. LAWLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call attention to the scourge 
of fentanyl and opioids that have made 
their way into New York’s Hudson Val-
ley, a region I proudly represent. 

It is critical that we all work to-
gether to find solutions to the dev-
astating impacts these illegal sub-
stances can have. 

I am fully committed to doing every-
thing I can to stop the inflow of 
fentanyl at our southern border and 
points of entry and hold the cartels and 
those trafficking fentanyl-laced drugs 
accountable. 

I am also dedicated to doing every-
thing I can to assist organizations that 
play a critical role in the treatment, 
recovery, and education of those in the 
Hudson Valley struggling with sub-
stance use disorders, which is why I am 

supporting H.R. 467, the HALT 
Fentanyl Act. 

This bill will categorize fentanyl as a 
schedule I drug as it has no currently 
accepted medical value and a high po-
tential for abuse. Additionally, this bill 
establishes a new alternative registra-
tion process for schedule I research. 

As someone who has seen firsthand 
the incredible positive impacts that re-
covery can have on families, I am in 
this fight for the long haul and know 
the importance of it. 

Mr. Speaker, together, we can make 
a real impact, and I encourage my col-
leagues to pass H.R. 467. 

f 

PASSING IMMIGRATION REFORM 
(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I traveled to the southern 
border to witness the challenges first-
hand. 

First and foremost, I thank the 
Brownsville port of entry field oper-
ation officers and Border Patrol agents 
at the central processing center in 
McAllen for working around the clock 
to ensure our Nation is secure. 

While in Texas, I witnessed a drug 
bust, asylum seekers, and an unaccom-
panied minor in detention. I heard 
about the strain on the men and 
women fighting to keep our citizens 
safe. 

Mr. Speaker, one officer told me you 
could double the workforce tomorrow, 
and there would still be plenty of work. 

These workers are doing more with 
less, so we must ensure they have the 
technology, infrastructure, and re-
cruitment tools to help secure our bor-
der most effectively. 

Immigration reform must be safe, or-
derly, and humane. 

f 

IMPROVING MILITARY HOUSING 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the need for further transparency and 
accountability in military housing. 

The most critical asset in the defense 
of our Nation are the men and women 
who choose to serve. Therefore, our 
personnel and families deserve to have 
their most basic needs addressed, and 
this starts with housing. 

For several years now, military hous-
ing has been plagued with widespread 
complaints of neglect, unsafe condi-
tions, and careless repairs. 

Recently, I introduced the Military 
Housing Transparency and Account-
ability Act, which would expand the as-
sessment tool created in the 2020 NDAA 
to include all military housing, as well 
as enhancing the reporting require-
ments to ensure accountability. 

As an Army dad, I know firsthand the 
challenges our servicemen and women 
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face when finding safe and comfortable 
housing. 

They should feel confident if an issue 
arises it will be resolved and in a time-
ly manner. This bipartisan bill is a step 
in the right direction and will improve 
transparency and oversight with the 
goal of fixing a system that has serious 
issues. 

Given the ongoing recruitment and 
retention challenges in our Armed 
Forces, ensuring adequate housing for 
servicemembers and their families is 
an important and necessary part of the 
solution. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF DR. NICHOLAS 
BALABKINS 
(Ms. WILD asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the life and legacy of 
Dr. Nicholas Balabkins of Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Balabkins was born in 1926 in 
Latvia and immigrated to the United 
States after World War II where he re-
ceived his master’s and doctorate de-
grees in economics. 

For decades, Dr. Balabkins was a sta-
ple of the Lehigh University commu-
nity, known for his ready smile and 
colorful bow ties and recognized by 
awards for his teaching excellence. 

He wrote a dozen books and published 
over 40 professional economics articles, 
earning worldwide recognition for his 
work. 

Following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Dr. Balabkins received the high-
est civilian honor from his home coun-
try of Latvia: Order of the Three Stars. 

Dr. Balabkins will be remembered as 
an extraordinary professor, neighbor, 
colleague, and friend. We honor his 
lifelong dedication to shaping the lives 
of the students who were lucky enough 
to pass through his classroom. 

f 

RED FLAG LAWS 
(Ms. STEVENS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
because earlier today in Royal Oak, 
Michigan, our Governor, Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer, alongside our At-
torney General, Dana Nessel, Lieuten-
ant Governor Gilchrist, our State 
house judiciary chair Kelly Breen, and 
a former Member of Congress, Gabby 
Giffords, stood today as the Governor 
signed into law a suite of bills that 
would allow families, healthcare pro-
viders, law enforcement, and other 
stakeholders to petition courts to re-
move guns from those judged to be an 
imminent threat to themselves or oth-
ers. 

Michigan now joins more than a 
dozen other States to implement red 
flag laws, sometimes known as extreme 
risk protection orders. 

Our State has been rocked by each 
gun death earlier this year: a mass 
shooting at Michigan State, as well as 
at the end of 2021, a mass shooting at 
Oxford High School. 

Moms Demand Action, and so many 
others in our community, for gun safe-
ty, the number one killer of children in 
the United States of America. I am so 
pleased to see Michigan take this step. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 135TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE YWCA OF 
NORTHEASTERN NEW YORK 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate a remarkable milestone in 
the history of the capital region of New 
York that I represent, the 135th anni-
versary of the YWCA of Northeastern 
New York. 

From humble beginnings in 1888, this 
organization has grown into a force in 
our community: transforming count-
less lives and promoting empowerment, 
racial equality, and social justice in 
Schenectady and well beyond. 

For many years, the YWCA has 
stepped up to provide vital services and 
resources for women and families in 
need, from affordable housing and 
childcare to job training and coun-
seling services. 

Beyond that, the YWCA has long 
been a platform for the voices of 
women, nurturing future leaders, and 
empowering individuals to stand up for 
their own rights and the rights of oth-
ers. 

Through its commitment to elimi-
nating racism, it has fostered under-
standing and built bridges of solidarity 
across our diverse community. 

As we celebrate this momentous oc-
casion, let us reflect on the tremendous 
legacy of the YWCA of Northeastern 
New York. 

Let us honor its accomplishments, 
and most importantly, let us recommit 
ourselves to the principles of justice, 
equity, and empowerment embodied by 
the YWCA. 

Congratulations on this milestone, 
and here is to another 135 years of 
transforming lives, strengthening com-
munities, and building a brighter fu-
ture for each and every one. 

f 

b 1930 

LET’S SAVE OUR CHILDREN 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, we 
have a serious challenge in this coun-
try, a challenge that requires us to act 
with broadness, swiftness, and, of 
course, understanding. 

I rise today to introduce legislation, 
the Comprehensive Response to 
Fentanyl-Related Substances and 
Fentanyl-Laced Substances Act. 

Mr. Speaker, 8.4 million fentanyl- 
laced fake prescription pills exist. The 
seizures were directly linked to at least 
39 overdose deaths. Between 2019 and 
2021, more than 2,200 adolescents 
overdosed. Ninety-six percent of them 
were between the ages of 15 and 19. 
This legislation will look that squarely 
in the eye and demand that it cease 
and desist. 

We need to increase funding for pre-
vention and treatment programs, pro-
grams that provide education and 
treatment for people who are at risk. 
Get them while they are subject to 
being enticed. We need more school- 
based programs and community-out-
reach programs. We need to expand ac-
cess to naloxone, the medication that 
can reverse the effects, which should be 
in all schools. We need to crack down 
on trafficking the little pink pills. 

Mr. Speaker, we have to save our 
children, and we have to save them 
now. Join Congresswoman JACKSON 
LEE and my original cosponsors to sup-
port this legislation, the Comprehen-
sive Response to Fentanyl-Related 
Substances and Fentanyl-Laced Sub-
stances Act. Let’s save our children. 

f 

CBC HONORS AMERICA’S 
VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the 
subject of this Special Order hour. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. Mr. 

Speaker, it is with great honor that I 
rise today to coanchor the CBC Special 
Order hour along with my distin-
guished colleague from Illinois (Mr. 
JACKSON). 

For the next 60 minutes, members of 
the CBC have an opportunity to speak 
directly to the American people on 
Black veterans and their contributions 
to America, an issue of great impor-
tance to the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, Congress, the constituents we rep-
resent, and all Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD), the hon-
orable chairman of the CBC. 

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from Florida 
for her tremendous leadership in serv-
ing as co-chair not just for tonight’s 
Special Order hour on behalf of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, but every 
time that Representative SHEILA 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK and Representa-
tive JONATHAN JACKSON are able to lead 
in this time. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise with my col-

leagues of the Congressional Black 
Caucus to thank and recognize our Ac-
tive-Duty servicemen and service-
women and to honor Black veterans 
from around the Nation, those who 
have returned to civilian life and those 
who are serving here in Congress. I also 
thank all of their families who also 
serve alongside them in the freedoms 
that we hold dear. I rise today to honor 
them for their service, their patriot-
ism, their courage, and, of course, their 
sacrifice in keeping our Nation safe 
and free. 

Unfortunately, the stories of Black 
veterans are too often untold. Even 
now, the very history of their service is 
under threat of being taken out of our 
schools. It is important that we never 
forget the unique history and contribu-
tion of our Nation’s Black veterans, 
like the Tuskegee Airmen, and we can-
not ignore inequities Black veterans 
have faced over generations, like being 
denied benefits in the GI Bill following 
World War II, something that our as-
sistant Democratic leader, Mr. CLY-
BURN, and members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus are working to ad-
dress. 

Black veterans account for nearly a 
third of our Nation’s unhoused veteran 
population, and Black veterans are 
nearly two times as likely to live in 
poverty. 

As a Congress, we must fulfill our re-
sponsibility to repay our veterans for 
their service, including to the Black 
servicemen and servicewomen who are 
still making contributions to our Na-
tion today. 

Mr. Speaker, there are a few veterans 
from Nevada’s Fourth Congressional 
District who represent the best that 
Nevada and our country have to offer 
whose stories I will share. 

One of those constituents was a serv-
icemember named Kelley. Toward the 
end of her service in the Air Force, 
Kelley’s health began to deteriorate. 
After consulting with doctors, she was 
diagnosed with untreated fibroids, 
which caused her immense pain and 
forced her to rely on pain medications. 

In the early years, there were no 
women’s clinics and Kelley had only 
male doctors attending to her care. 
However, the VA’s renewed focus on 
addressing the unique needs of women 
veterans means there is now a safe 
space where Kelley can feel com-
fortable alongside fellow women vet-
erans who share similar experiences. 

Christina is another Black woman 
from my district who was in the Air 
Force. She served from 2002 until her 
medical retirement in 2008. Tragically, 
during her service, she fell victim to 
sexual assault, which caused her im-
mense trauma and impacted her men-
tal health. 

After leaving the military, she 
grasped her need for help and turned to 
the VA, where she engaged with pro-
grams such as cognitive behavior ther-
apy, cognitive processing therapy, and 
dialectical behavior therapy. She was 

set on a path to recovery which af-
firmed her strength. Her story serves 
as a reminder that we must ensure that 
we provide the support and the re-
sources our servicemembers need. 

I was recently honored to help docu-
ment the story of the Montford Point 
marines through an interview with 
Henry Franklin Jackson and the fam-
ily of Isaac McMickens. They were 
among the first Black Americans to en-
list in the Marine Corps, and they 
trained at Montford Point. By pre-
serving their stories for generations to 
come, we can ensure that we honor 
their sacrifices. 

We will never be able to fully repay 
our veterans, given the sacrifices that 
they have made for our country; but as 
a Congress, we can make sure that we 
do all that we can to ensure that they 
have what they need when they return 
home. 

Mr. Speaker, it is because of the 
challenges that our veterans face that 
I was so proud to support the PACT 
Act, which is one of the most signifi-
cant expansions of benefits and serv-
ices for toxic-exposed veterans in more 
than 30 years. This historic piece of 
legislation is helping to deliver more 
timely benefits and services to more 
than 5 million veterans, including 
thousands from Nevada, who were im-
pacted by toxic exposures while serving 
our country. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I thank my col-
leagues from the Congressional Black 
Caucus for their commitment to sup-
porting our Nation’s veterans, for rec-
ognizing the role Black veterans play 
in American history, and for sharing 
stories of veterans in their districts. 

I thank our CBC colleagues who were 
able to join us for this important topic 
tonight and to our co-chairs for their 
extraordinary leadership and managing 
this Special Order hour. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield now to the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from Florida 
and the gentleman from Illinois, and I 
join Mr. HORSFORD in expressing my 
appreciation to them both for their 
continuing leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a particularly 
important Special Order, honoring our 
veterans far and wide; and then telling 
the stories of our Black veterans, who 
often have been at the wrong end of the 
history of this country. 

It should be noted that African 
Americans, some enslaved, have fought 
in every war since the Revolutionary 
War, and it is extremely important to 
recognize that sometimes their stories 
have not been told. 

I was very pleased today to support 
the legislation that supported a vet-
erans’ COLA, cost of living increase. As 
I indicated previously, we all know 
that veterans have been victims of 
homelessness, been discriminated 
against in terms of not being appre-
ciated for their service, taking their 
service where they are commanding 

thousands and giving them an entry- 
level job. I think it is important that 
we recognize the importance of their 
work. 

We also know that there have been 
many who have had service-related in-
juries who have not been fully com-
pensated. We continue to fight for 
those who have had exposure to Agent 
Orange. Certainly, we are more than 
excited about the passage of the PACT 
Act brought in the House, where I in-
troduced the Jackson Lee amendment, 
which would require a report on the 
feasibility of modifying the individual 
longitudinal exposure record. That act, 
of course, even without changes, was, 
in fact, to add to providing protection 
to our veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, tonight I emphasize the 
stories of veterans who have fought 
and who have been in every war, and 
that includes the wars of the 1800s, the 
Civil War, World War I, World War II, 
the Korean war, and Vietnam, Iraq, and 
Afghanistan. 

I acknowledge our friend and col-
league, the Honorable Charlie Rangel, 
who was a Korean war vet in the worst 
of time, and the coldest of time, and an 
ugly war. He reminded us during his 
tenure here that the Korean war was 
not a conflict. It was, in fact, a war. 

We honor the generals who fought in 
World War II and who still came home 
to a segregated America, and we must 
remember those individuals, some who 
fell out of the skies in World War I and 
World War II. 

We have come full circle. There were 
50,000 who died in the Vietnam war, 
with large numbers of African Ameri-
cans who lost their lives. General Colin 
Powell fought in that war. He was 
wounded, and I pay tribute to him to-
night. He ultimately became the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs and, as well, 
ultimately Secretary of State. He had 
a passion for peace. He believed in 
peace. Though he was a warrior and a 
combat leader, he understood the value 
of peace. We thank him for his service. 

My own constituent, Sergeant Wil-
liams, he is a Buffalo soldier who 
fought in the Vietnam war, who lives 
today exhibiting the bravery of that 
time. I thank him for his service. 

Now we have come full circle in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, where many African- 
American men and women rose to the 
ranks of lieutenant and major. Glob-
ally, I thank them. There are many of 
them who served in my congressional 
district. 

This is an important moment, as we 
approach the Memorial Day weekend, 
for those who wore the uniform unself-
ishly and then lost their lives. 

Also, as I supported this COLA in-
crease for our veterans, I remind every-
one that there are many homeless vet-
erans, many of whom are Black. I par-
ticularly say to them that their status 
today does not diminish their bravery 
and service to this Nation. 

It should be our commitment that we 
should not leave any veteran behind 
and not any veteran homeless. That 
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will be my commitment, that we con-
tinue to fight against that scourge of 
homeless veterans who want to be re-
united with their family members who 
are in need of the services that will 
make them whole. 

Finally, let me say this: As this Na-
tion deals with default, we cannot for-
get the veterans who will lose 30 mil-
lion healthcare appointments and will, 
in fact, suffer and not have a COLA. 
Remember what happens when there is 
no bipartisan effort, and our friends 
continue to insist on hostage taking. 
The people who lose out will be the 
people who are, in fact, our very spe-
cial veterans. I thank the CBC for hon-
oring our veterans in this way. 

b 1945 
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. WATERS). 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman from Florida for af-
fording me this time. 

I am very pleased to join with all of 
my colleagues in the Congressional 
Black Caucus to honor the veterans, 
African-American, Black veterans, who 
have served this country so honorably. 

We could talk all night about the 
contributions that have been made, the 
sacrifices that have been made, and we 
take this time to point out not only 
the contributions but individuals who 
have played an important role as 
Blacks in the military. 

First, I would share that, in 1994, I in-
troduced legislation, H.R. 3013, to cre-
ate the Center for Women’s Veterans. 
That bill became law under Sonny 
Montgomery, who was the chair of the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs at that 
time. I think that overall bill was the 
Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act. 

I am very pleased that that center 
has paid attention to some of the con-
cerns that we have had about the treat-
ment of women, Black women in par-
ticular. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
someone from my district, an extraor-
dinary woman who happens to be a vet-
eran. 

Patricia Jackson-Kelley is a military 
veteran of the United States Air Force 
and United States Army and Navy Re-
serves, having served our Nation col-
lectively for 26 years, where she rose to 
the top rank of lieutenant colonel after 
serving honorably on both Active Duty 
and in the Reserves. 

Lieutenant Colonel Jackson-Kelley 
recently completed a 4-year impressive 
term as the national president of the 
National Association of Black Military 
Women, with chapters across the 
United States. 

While serving our Nation in the 
Armed Forces and post-service, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Jackson-Kelley served 
as the program manager for a 40-bed 
substance abuse ward and as the 
women veteran program manager with 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
West Los Angeles. 

During her term on executive staff, 
she was instrumental in implementing 

programs, and she increased funds and 
resources for women veterans. During 
her time at the veterans hospital, she 
also served as one of the initial board 
members during the inaugural forma-
tion of U.S. VETS. 

Patricia Jackson-Kelley is also a 
commissioner for the County of Los 
Angeles, Second District, Military and 
Veteran Affairs, and commander for 
The American Legion Jackie Robinson 
252 Post. 

Most recently, she was appointed by 
the Secretary of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Sexual Assault and 
Harassment Prevention Task Force 
Working Group, covering national con-
cerns and issues. 

Lieutenant Colonel Jackson-Kelley 
has received awards and commenda-
tions from President George Bush, the 
California Governor’s Office 2006 to 
2009, NAACP, Blacks in Government, 
and many top community organiza-
tions. 

In 2010, she was selected as Southern 
California Women Veteran of the Year 
by the California Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and she was the inau-
gural recipient of the PFC Gladys 
Schuster Trailblazer Award in August 
2012. 

Jackson-Kelley was recognized by 
former Department of Veterans Affairs 
Secretary Robert McDonald for her 
service on the National Center for Mi-
nority Veterans committee from 2015 
to 2017. 

In 2017, Lieutenant Colonel Jackson- 
Kelley was awarded the Lifetime Leg-
acy Award by Connected Women of In-
fluence. 

In 2018, she received the Crystal 
Eagle Award from Los Angeles County 
African American Employees Associa-
tion. Also in 2018, Lieutenant Colonel 
Jackson-Kelley was honored with the 
Holeman Community Development 
Corporation Quiet Champion Award, 
the City of Los Angeles Hall of Fame 
Award, and was named UCLA Veteran 
of the Year. 

In 2019, she was the Hollywood Busi-
ness and Professional Women Black 
History Month honoree. 

Lieutenant Colonel Jackson-Kelley 
was one of the honorees of the National 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
Women in American History, 2021 to 
2022. 

On August 20, 2022, she received the 
prestigious African Focus Goodwill 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Mr. Speaker, I highlight that she is 
one of many African-American women 
who have served this country honor-
ably, and she deserves to be recognized. 

This evening, I hope that by giving 
her this recognition, she will under-
stand that we appreciate her so very 
much. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. WATERS) for her 
remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE). 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman for yield-

ing me the time. I also thank Rep-
resentative CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK and 
Representative JACKSON for hosting 
this Special Order hour. 

Mr. Speaker, I can tell you that as a 
member of a family whose relatives 
and brothers and dad and uncles have 
served in the service, Memorial Day 
weekend is very important to me. 

As our Nation prepares to celebrate 
this Memorial Day, I am so pleased to 
join my colleagues in the Congres-
sional Black Caucus on the floor to re-
call the great sacrifice of all that we 
ask of those who put on the uniform. 

Memorial Day is a stark reminder of 
the cost of that service and the sac-
rifice that comes with taking that 
oath. There are few other callings in 
life as humble or as selfless as the sac-
rifice of a member of the military. We 
owe them so much. 

Because of this sacrifice, this distin-
guished body is able to gather today, 
tomorrow, and the next day under the 
‘‘E pluribus unum’’ in this Chamber. 
Because of their sacrifices, there are so 
many more who are inspired to put on 
the uniform and will do so in the com-
ing days. 

Mr. Speaker, while Memorial Day re-
minds us to celebrate those who have 
given the ultimate sacrifice, Memorial 
Day also urges us to do something ac-
tive for those veterans that are serving 
now, that are standing up for our free-
doms and liberties. I am so tremen-
dously proud of the work that House 
Democrats have done to continue in 
this regard—efforts like the Sergeant 
First Class Heath Robinson Honoring 
our Promise to Address Comprehensive 
Toxics, the Honoring our PACT Act, 
that is being aggressively implemented 
by the administration to ensure it ful-
fills a promise to provide generations 
of veterans with the care and benefits 
that they have earned and deserve. 

This new law creates a strong frame-
work for expanding and extending eli-
gibility for VA healthcare for veterans 
exposed to toxic substances during 
their time in uniform. For too long, 
Mr. Speaker, veterans have had to 
fight just to get benefits that they 
earned for exposure to some dangerous 
toxins while they were in uniform. 

More than 3.3 million veterans have 
received the new toxic exposure screen-
ing set up by this new law, and I am 
grateful that while many of them have 
passed on, those who are alive will get 
some remuneration for their suffering. 

On this day, I especially want to re-
member other veterans who did not 
necessarily die in combat but died even 
so as a result of their service—someone 
like my constituent Corey Adams. 

Corey Adams wanted to serve his 
country and follow in his father’s and 
grandfather’s footsteps, so he joined 
the Air Force right after high school. 
This week, I intend to introduce a bill 
named after him. 

Corey served 4 years on Active Duty, 
and then he joined the Air Force Re-
serve. He had overseas deployment, in-
cluding 6 months in Afghanistan in 
2009. 
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Sergeant Corey Adams was later di-

agnosed with post-traumatic stress dis-
order and moved into his parents’ home 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, a very fragile 
veteran. 

On March 20, 2017, the Adams family 
was changed forever. Sergeant Corey 
Adams was missing, and they knew he 
was vulnerable. His family tried to file 
a missing report soon after he went 
missing. It took 8 days before the po-
lice determined that he met the cri-
teria of a missing person, a crucial 
delay. 

Mr. Speaker, 18 days after his dis-
appearance, Sergeant Corey Adams’ 
body was found in a pond and recovered 
from Dineen Park, 1 mile from his 
mother’s home. Last month marked 
the sixth year since his body was 
found. 

Mr. Speaker, no family should suffer 
like this. Out of this tragedy, his fam-
ily took action and went to the Wis-
consin Legislature. Therefore, due to 
their advocacy, Wisconsin became the 
first State to enact a green alert sys-
tem to find veterans who are reported 
missing. That system has already 
worked to help successfully locate 
missing veterans. 

Delaware, Tennessee, and Texas have 
since enacted laws to do the same, and 
other States are currently looking to 
do the same. 

The legislation that I will be intro-
ducing this week in his honor will help 
establish a national program at the De-
partment of Justice to help create a 
strong and robust green alert network 
across our country to help ensure that 
when a veteran goes missing, we do all 
we can to find them. We will leave no 
soldier behind. 

With legislation like the Corey 
Adams Searchlight Act, the Honoring 
our PACT Act, and so many other 
thoughtful bills that have been intro-
duced so far by my colleagues in this 
Congress, we make sure that Memorial 
Day is also a time to act and to make 
sure that we enact policies that make 
clear to our veterans and our service-
members that we will always have 
their backs—always. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank each and every 
one of the men and women in uniform 
today and all of our veterans. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Representative 
MOORE for her remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE). 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman from Florida for the 
opportunity to speak tonight in this 
Special Order, and the gentleman from 
Illinois, for showing great leadership in 
what is a wholesome and honorable re-
sponsibility to lead these Special Order 
hours. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
our fallen African-American veterans 
in the week before Memorial Day and 
discuss what the Honoring our PACT 
Act will do to help all surviving vet-
erans. 

Almost 200,000 Black Americans died 
while fighting to protect U.S. free-

doms. They fought in every major U.S. 
conflict, from the Revolutionary War 
to the Iraq war. In fact, the first person 
to die in the Revolutionary War, our 
war for freedom, was Crispus Attucks, 
an African American. 

The names of the regiments are em-
blazoned in American history, names 
like the Buffalo Soldiers, the Tuskegee 
Airmen, and the Harlem Hellfighters. 
In my district, they continue to make 
a difference in local industry and local 
politics. 

Black soldiers are America’s forgot-
ten heroes. They fought in foreign wars 
to protect our Nation, then they fought 
oppression, racism, and hatred when 
they returned home—not welcomed in 
the restaurants, not welcomed in the 
hotels, not welcomed to drink from 
certain fountains, but fought far and 
wide away from this Nation. 

They deserve more than the usual 
‘‘thanks for your service’’ they receive 
across the country, and I am proud to 
support a law that helps them get more 
support. 

b 2000 

The Sergeant First Class Heath Rob-
inson Honoring Our Promise to Address 
Comprehensive Toxics Act, or the Hon-
oring our PACT Act, could be the larg-
est veterans’ healthcare and benefits 
expansion in American history. 

The Honoring our PACT Act expands 
and extends eligibility for Veterans Ad-
ministration healthcare to veterans 
who have suffered toxic exposure, and 
it does the same for veterans of the 
Vietnam war, Gulf war, and other post- 
9/11 conflicts that we have engaged in. 
That means five million veterans could 
be eligible for benefits, thanks to this 
act. 

Also, the Honoring our PACT Act 
adds more than 20 health conditions to 
the list of eligibility for VA health ben-
efits, such as exposure to Agent Or-
ange, burn pits, and other toxins. It re-
quires the VA to provide toxic exposure 
screening to every veteran enrolled in 
the VA healthcare system. 

But local veterans and advocates are 
excited about more than these benefits. 
They are telling district veterans that 
the Honoring our PACT Act will allow 
them to get physicals in order to find 
service-related ailments and disabil-
ities. These physicals could allow more 
eligible veterans to enroll in VA 
healthcare and help them register as 
an American veteran for health-related 
or other benefits nationwide. 

But the VA has to do a better job in 
contacting veterans to encourage them 
to participate. Some veterans in my 
district said the VA has a version of 
the notorious don’t ask, don’t tell pol-
icy. They say, if you don’t ask the VA 
about the benefits directly, they won’t 
let you know, and that seems to be a 
theme that runs across the Federal 
Government. 

There are so many projects and plans 
and opportunities for people across this 
Nation, just everyday, normal Ameri-
cans, but if you don’t know the right 

question to ask, the information is not 
forthcoming. 

Now, nobody will mislead you, but 
you have to ask the right question and 
then they are forthcoming with the in-
formation. That has to change. 

As we honor our Nation’s fallen he-
roes, we must do more to support vet-
erans and other American heroes. That 
way, our dedication to the men and 
women who protect our country and 
keep us safe will be more than words. 
It will be a direct action. I am just de-
lighted to be here to raise this issue. 

There shouldn’t have to be an ac-
knowledgment separately of African- 
American veterans, but this country, 
in some ways, has forgotten them and 
so we have to raise the issue. We don’t 
want it. We want to be a part of the 
collective of this great Nation, but 
there are so many instances where the 
contributions of this population are 
left out. So we are here to make sure it 
is clear, and to correct the history. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor our Nation’s 
brave Black servicemembers. I rise not 
only for our veterans who served our 
Nation with honor and integrity, but 
also for those who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice in defense of our country. 

Black soldiers have fought and given 
their lives in every American conflict 
since the Revolutionary War fighting 
for democracy at home and abroad, 
while being treated like second-class 
citizens on American soil. 

In 1944, this very body passed the GI 
Bill to provide free education, unem-
ployment pay, and home loans for mil-
lions of veterans returning from World 
War II. These benefits helped to expand 
our American middle class after the 
war, but Black veterans were excluded 
from these benefits due to our Nation’s 
original sin. 

This exclusion helped to widen the 
already existing wealth gap between 
White and Black Americans, the same 
gap that we feel and see today. The 
wide disparity in the bill’s implemen-
tation increased wealth, education, and 
civil rights gaps. The inequitable im-
plementation of the GI bill shut the 
door for 1.2 million Black people, vet-
erans who bravely served the country 
during World War II in segregated 
ranks. 

The willingness on the part of Afri-
can-American soldiers to serve and sac-
rifice their lives for a country that 
treated them as second-class citizens is 
beyond remarkable. It wasn’t until 
President Truman’s executive order 
9981 that the Armed Services were 
forced to desegregate, but by this time 
the damage had already been done. 

In the South, the GI bill exacerbated 
rather than narrowed the economic 
educational attainment of Black vet-
erans. After World War II, Black vet-
erans who wanted to attend college in 
the South were restricted in their 
choices of about 100 public and private 
institutions. Only 6 percent of African- 
American veterans of World War II 
earned college degrees, compared to 19 
percent of White veterans. 
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For over 200 years, Black soldiers 

have endured individual and institu-
tional racism while fighting for their 
country. It is time to honor every 
Black veteran and soldier who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice while fighting for a 
more perfect union at home. May their 
memory be a blessing, and may this 
Congress rectify injustices committed 
on this very floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. JACKSON). 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank my distinguished col-
leagues, the Honorable SHEILA 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK and the Honor-
able GWEN MOORE for their comments. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to give spe-
cial consideration to the contributions 
and bravery of Black soldiers and vet-
erans. 

Veterans in this country deserve far 
more than we have thus far been will-
ing to give them and, certainly, Black 
veterans are more than eligible for the 
kind of dignity and respect too long de-
nied to them, both in and out of the 
armed services. 

Let us never forget that, in several 
instances, the enemies of America were 
treated better than Black soldiers 
fighting for America. I remember my 
grandfather today, Charles Henry 
Jackson, who was working three jobs 
for a man in South Carolina who, after 
having been disrespected, told the man 
he could keep his jobs; although our 
family needed the money, needed the 
work so that we could feed the family. 

The young man then went on to turn 
my grandfather into the Army recruit-
ing office and had him enlisted, drafted 
into World War II. 

Having fought in World War II and 
being honorably discharged he re-
counted the story for me when he came 
back from New York City, down on the 
train in first class, down to Union Sta-
tion, not far from here. By the time 
they were heading down south to the 
Jim Crow era of the south, he had to go 
to the second class coach cars in the 
back of the train so that Nazi POW 
prisoners could sit in first class, right 
here in Washington, D.C., right here in 
America. 

Let us never forget the kind of big-
otry and hatred the Black soldiers had 
to endure simply because of the color 
of their skin. 

It would be a tragedy of the worst 
kind for us to no longer remember the 
intrinsic, systemic evils that prevented 
African Americans from receiving eq-
uity in healthcare and the distribution 
of benefits, once again, simply because 
of the color of their skin. 

There have always been gross inequi-
ties in how Black veterans have been 
treated and, regrettably, this has al-
ways been the case. 

A recent internal document from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs ob-
tained by NPR revealed that Black vet-
erans are less likely to get approved for 
benefits associated with conditions 
like PTSD. 

According to NPR, an internal report 
developed by the Veterans Administra-

tion found that Black veterans who 
filed claims for PTSD were rejected, on 
average, 12 percent more often than 
their White counterparts. Thankfully, 
the VA’s equity task force has been 
alerted to this problem and is dedi-
cated to making improvements. 

This is not the first time Black vet-
erans have been treated with indiffer-
ence and disrespect. Black soldiers 
were never allowed to have full and un-
fettered access to the benefits en-
shrined to them in the GI bill. 

In some cases, Black veterans could 
not take advantage of the GI bill sim-
ply because they were not granted an 
honorable discharge. In other cases, 
even when Black veterans properly 
qualified for the full range of benefits, 
they were denied them because of seg-
regation and anti-integration policies. 

In fact, one Congressman I re-
searched in particular, Congressman 
John Rankin, a southern Dixiecrat, did 
everything in his power to exclude 
Black veterans from receiving the un-
employment benefits enshrined in the 
bill. We were thick on words and thin 
on deeds. 

When those benefits could not be le-
gally denied in the legislation itself, 
local postmasters conspired in an effort 
not to deliver the forms Black veterans 
needed to fill out in order to receive 
their unemployment benefits. 

In 1947, only 2 of the more than 3,200 
VA guaranteed home loans in 13 Mis-
sissippi counties went to Black vet-
erans. This was not just a southern 
problem. In New York and in the 
northern New Jersey suburbs, fewer 
than 100 of the 67,000 mortgages insured 
by the GI Bill supported the home pur-
chases of African-American veterans. 
That is 100 out of 67,000. It means that 
less than .15 percent of the loans in 
that area went to Black veterans. 

The list goes on and on. The kind of 
inequalities, inequities and indignities 
that Black soldiers and Black veterans 
have had to endure amount to a ca-
cophony of slights, the full list of 
which I do not have the time to fully 
mention. 

Yet, Black people have fought in 
every major war that this country has 
ever had because we are a brave and an 
honorable people. And when we fought, 
nobody was doing us a favor. 

I will call the roll: from the Revolu-
tionary War, to the Battle of 1812, to 
the Civil War, to the Spanish American 
War, to World War I, World War II, the 
Korean war, the Vietnam war, the war 
in Iraq, and the war in Afghanistan, 
Black people have always been willing 
to serve. 

Today, we honor Black veterans be-
cause of their bravery and what they 
had to endure, and because of what 
they accomplished in spite of it all. We 
honor their sacrifices and their service. 
We honor their dignity and determina-
tion. 

Without Black veterans, there could 
be no Colin Powell. Without Black vet-
erans, there could be no Lloyd Austin. 
Without a long history of brave Black 

veterans, there is no such thing as a 
Black Commander in Chief. 

The Governor of Florida can act like 
Black history isn’t important to Amer-
ica, but there would be no American 
history without Blacks in our history. 

Our thoughts are with Black vet-
erans today because history remembers 
the men and women who put their 
shoulders to the wheel of progress and 
push until one dies and another world 
is born. 

We will never forget the contribution 
of Black veterans because they did 
what racism said could never be done. 
They proved to the world that Black 
people are as brave and innovative as 
anyone else. They proved to the world 
that when the game is fair, and the 
rules are public, and the playing field 
is even, Black people can do anything. 

I must tell you, Mr. Speaker, that I 
am proud to be a part of a caucus and 
a party that does more than just send 
thoughts and prayers to our veterans. 

During the last Congress, under the 
leadership of the Honorable NANCY 
PELOSI, and the Honorable STENY 
HOYER, and the Honorable JIM CLY-
BURN, and our current leader, the hon-
orable HAKEEM JEFFRIES, Democrats in 
the House of Representatives led the 
way to passing the Honoring our PACT 
Act. This important law expands VA 
healthcare benefits for veterans ex-
posed to burn pits, Agent Orange, and 
other toxic substances. 

I am grateful to be a part of a party 
and an institution that continues to 
find ways to honor its commitments to 
our veterans. It should not have taken 
us this long to decide that if we expose 
the brave men and women of our armed 
services to toxic conditions, the least 
we could do is make sure they have ac-
cess to all of the healthcare they need 
to recover. 

From the Vietnam war to all of our 
post-9/11 conflicts, our soldiers have 
been exposed to all kinds of horrific 
substances and, yet we could not find 
the political will to dedicate specific 
resources to this particular aspect of 
modern war. 

The devastating effects of dangerous 
toxins have been an albatross around 
the necks of our brave men and women 
for far too long. 

b 2015 

But as the old saying goes, better 
late than never. Several members of 
the Congressional Black Caucus, who 
were part of the 117th Congress, were 
instrumental in the passing of this re-
storative law, and that is how I view 
the PACT Act. 

This law widens the path that leads 
to greater restoration for the men and 
women we ask to risk their lives in de-
fense of this country. This law deepens 
the validity of the promise we made as 
a country to these honorable soldiers. 
Call me a dreamer, but I just may hap-
pen to believe that when we ask people 
to do extraordinary things, it is alto-
gether fitting that your response and 
our response collectively should be to 
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make sure that they are treated equal-
ly and in an extraordinary manner. 

We can simply never do enough for 
our veterans. We love our soldiers, but 
we turn our backs far too often on our 
veterans. It is with the best of inten-
tions that we call on the Veterans Ad-
ministration to make sure that Black 
veterans are not excluded from the im-
portant care and restoration they need 
afforded to them in the PACT Act. 

We call on the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs, Denis McDonough, to person-
ally commit his attention and time to 
making sure that none of the past in-
justices and disparities reveal them-
selves in the practical application of 
this law. 

I must say to all my colleagues, my 
Democratic colleagues, and my fellow 
members of the Congressional Black 
Caucus who were members of the 117th 
Congress, on behalf of all of the vet-
erans, and particularly of all the Black 
veterans, who make their home in the 
First Congressional District of the 
State of Illinois, I extend to you my 
most sincere gratitude for your hard 
work in making this law a reality. 

Millions of people will be positively 
affected by what you have accom-
plished. Millions of people find relief 
and some measure of restoration be-
cause of what you have done in the 
117th Congress. Millions of veterans 
will be able to sleep a little sounder at 
night from the care that they receive 
because of what you did in the passing 
of this law. Future veterans will owe 
much of the improvements we will 
make in taking care of them to all of 
you. 

Well done, good and faithful servants. 
You have honored this country by car-
ing about the people of this country 
and nothing is greater than that. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. Mr. 
Speaker, may I inquire as to the time 
remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Florida has 14 minutes 
remaining. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise, again, today to be the 
voice of Black men and women who 
have selflessly dedicated their lives to 
the country, but now find themselves 
on the street. 

These veterans represent the heart 
and soul of our Nation, serving a coun-
try that did not always serve them, and 
yet we are failing to help them again. 
Homelessness is felt acutely by Black 
veterans. Black individuals made up 
around 12 percent of Active-Duty mili-
tary personnel in 2018 but were 33 per-
cent of the homeless veteran popu-
lation. 

Throughout the pandemic, the VA re-
duced veteran homelessness by 11 per-
cent and permanently housed over 
40,000 veterans. This decrease can be di-
rectly attributed to the flexibilities 
that were found because of the COVID– 
19 Public Health Emergency, but now 
with the PHE having ended, many vet-
erans may soon find themselves out on 
the street. 

Unfortunately, Republicans decided 
to vote against my proposal, H.R. 645, 
the Healthy Foundations for Homeless 
Veterans Act, which would have helped 
put roofs over veterans’ heads. It is 
shameful. 

Our brave veterans willingly stepped 
into the line of fire and accepted the 
looming shadow of danger all to safe-
guard our cherished liberties. To honor 
that sacrifice, it is our duty as a Na-
tion and as Members of Congress to en-
sure they return home to a Nation that 
provides opportunities for them and 
their families. 

We must equip our VA with the nec-
essary tools to directly engage with 
and provide care for Black veterans 
grappling with housing insecurity. This 
isn’t a partisan issue. 

For each day that we, as Congress, 
fail to authorize and address veterans’ 
homelessness, we condemn another vet-
eran to a night of needless suffering on 
the street. The time to act is now. For 
every night delayed is a night too long 
for those who have worn our Nation’s 
uniform. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
from across the aisle to work with 
House Democrats so we may serve 
those who served us. A Nation’s great-
ness is not measured by its military 
might or its economic power but by 
how it treats its most vulnerable citi-
zens, especially those who have served 
our country so bravely. 

My Democratic colleagues and I will 
not leave our veterans behind on this 
very soil they volunteered to protect 
and defend. As a member of the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee and ranking 
member of the Subcommittee for Mod-
ernization, I ask all of us to think 
about this Memorial Day not in the 
same reference, but to pledge ourselves 
to do more for our veterans and to en-
sure that they are not living in home-
lessness or housing insecurities and 
that they are having access to their 
benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise, again, today to 
pay tribute to the brave men and 
women who have dedicated their lives 
to serving our great Nation. As a mem-
ber of the House Veterans’ Affair Com-
mittee, I pledge to fight for our vet-
erans from all walks of life. Their sto-
ries of courage, resilience, and commit-
ment demonstrate a legacy of service 
and sacrifice. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
post-9/11 veterans are becoming more 
and more diverse than previous genera-
tions. Today, women represent a re-
markable 17 percent, while African 
Americans make up 15.3 percent of our 
current veteran population. We recog-
nize the trailblazers who have not only 
served our Nation, but also enriched 
the diversity of our Armed Forces. 

I am fortunate to count among my 
constituents many such heroes. One of 
Florida’s 20th Congressional District 
heroes is Ms. Shenetria Moore, a resi-
dent of West Palm Beach. A United 
States Army veteran, Ms. Moore is a 
beacon of self-discipline and leads a life 
guided by her deeply-held principles. 

Ms. Moore graduated with a diploma 
from the prestigious Academy of 
Health Science at Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas, and was later honored with an 
Army accommodation award by her 
commanding officer. 

Once retired from Active Duty, she 
continued to serve by launching a non-
profit, Sha’s Community Initiative, 
Inc., which provides mentorship and 
scholarships for young Black men. Ms. 
Moore’s service-oriented philosophy 
has its roots in her family military ex-
perience. 

Today, as a proud veteran and a dedi-
cated community advocate, she con-
tinues to serve with the same excel-
lence she displayed while she was in 
uniform. I thank Ms. Moore for her 
service to this great Nation and to 
Florida’s 20th Congressional District. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to rec-
ognize my father-in-law, Corlie McCor-
mick, Sr., who is no longer with us, 
who served as a Vietnam vet. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

2023 SPECIES WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the 
topic of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, you 

probably didn’t know this, but 50 years 
ago, President Nixon signed the Endan-
gered Species Act into law, which was 
designed to do two very important 
things: Prevent species from going ex-
tinct and promoting their recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, since then, hundreds of 
plants and animals have joined the en-
dangered or threatened species list, 
spurring conservation and recovery ef-
forts at all levels of government. While 
well-intentioned, this law, unfortu-
nately, has been abused and twisted so 
much that it doesn’t even begin to 
achieve its goals. In short, it is a fail-
ure. 

Although there have been some suc-
cesses in the past 50 years, only 72 of 
the 1,389 listed species have been recov-
ered and removed from the list. That is 
a 5 percent success rate. Only in the 
Federal Government would anyone 
consider 5 percent a passing grade. 

The Congressional Western Caucus 
has long advocated for improvements 
to modernize the ESA and make it 
more effective for our species and more 
transparent for the American people. 

We have advocated on behalf of the 
rural communities that we represent 
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who are severely impacted by ESA list-
ing decisions and who, in many cases, 
are working in collaboration with pri-
vate landowners, community groups, 
tribes, local governments to promote 
successful species recovery and land 
conservation. We have advocated to ad-
ministration after administration to 
follow the science and fulfill the con-
gressional intent of the law which is to 
promote recovery of these species and 
remove them from the endangered spe-
cies list. 

That is why I am really proud, Mr. 
Speaker, to host this Special Order to-
night where you will hear from my 
Western Caucus colleagues about suc-
cessful, locally-led recovery efforts 
that are taking place across this coun-
try, about the need for conservation, 
not just preservation, of our species, 
the different impacts that ESA listing 
decisions have on local communities 
and economies, and some of the legisla-
tive reforms that are needed to finally 
bring the ESA into the 21st century. 

As we have seen over the past 50 
years, ESA has become a weapon used 
by extreme environmentalists and by 
serial litigators to slow or halt critical 
economic development and land man-
agement projects in rural communities 
throughout the United States. 

From preventing the restoration of 
our forests to creating excessively bur-
densome roadblocks to domestic en-
ergy development, the ESA used in this 
way actually can do more harm than 
good. 

These combative environmental 
groups use the ESA to drive a political 
wedge to achieve their true ambition, 
the end of ranching, the end of resource 
development, and the end of timber 
harvest on public lands. It is not just a 
western or a public lands issue. 

There are approximately 1.3 billion 
acres of private land in the United 
States and 926 of the currently listed 
species are on those private lands, 
which means cooperation with these 
communities and these landowners is 
essential. It is crucial for recovery. 

Unfortunately, ESA regulations 
often negatively affect the very people 
we need as conservation partners 
through land use restrictions, through 
reduced property values, and costly 
permitting requirements. In effect, the 
law literally makes enemies out of the 
people most critical to the species re-
covery. 

We must empower our local, our 
State, and our Tribal partners to col-
laborate on comprehensive recovery 
and conservation efforts, and we under-
stand more stringent regulations will 
not lead to more successful species re-
covery. 

In rural America, we value the re-
sponsible management of species, but 
we have to do so in a way that does not 
destroy our economies, that does not 
decimate our lands, or leave our com-
munities vulnerable to natural disas-
ters. 

We need flexible tools, not tools that 
are one-size-fits-all regulations that 

come out of the Federal Government, 
to be successful in our shared goal of 
recovery of our Nation’s endangered 
species and threatened species. 

Tonight, as we always do, we are here 
to raise the voices of rural commu-
nities across this country, and tonight 
we are focused on those voices that are 
telling us how they have been impacted 
by the ESA and make their message 
heard. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. BAIRD). 

b 2030 

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleague from the great State of 
Washington for giving me this oppor-
tunity and giving the people back 
home this opportunity. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise on behalf of 
the communities and the residents of 
west central Indiana to share our expe-
rience with the Endangered Species 
Act. 

As an animal scientist and a farmer, 
I am a lifelong conservationist. I value 
the well-intended effort of the ESA to 
protect and conserve our Nation’s most 
iconic species that really define our 
landscapes and have shaped our herit-
age. 

Unfortunately, I believe the ESA has 
failed to achieve the underlying mis-
sion, and many of my constituents 
have been forced to experience the con-
sequences firsthand. 

Lakes Freeman and Shafer near Mon-
ticello, Indiana, have been a proper and 
appropriate tourist destination—home 
to many small businesses and attrac-
tions, and a vibrant local economy. A 
series of droughts and a tangle of bu-
reaucratic red tape involving ESA dev-
astated our once-thriving community. 

Following a listing more than a dec-
ade ago of mussels on the endangered 
species list found in the Tippecanoe 
River, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice subsequently ordered a new higher 
volume of water to flow out of the 
Oakdale Dam that forms Lake Free-
man, in an effort to preserve these now 
protected mussels. 

This executive action by unelected 
bureaucrats became a death knell to 
the community and surrounding area. 
Businesses like the Tall Timbers Ma-
rina or The Madam Carroll cruise boat 
reported catastrophic losses of revenue. 
Homeowners along the lake reported 
ruined seawalls, dried up wells, and 
poor resale values. 

The ESA not only failed to save the 
endangered population of mussels that 
sparked this misguided intervention— 
the mussels likely died from bacterial 
overload created by reducing a 1500- 
acre lake to a puddle—but also claimed 
the lives of other wildlife in the area 
that died from the inhospitable condi-
tions created by this rulemaking. 

What happened in my district was an 
unmitigated disaster with antiquated 
Federal policies providing little re-
sources for the community nearly lev-
eled by its outstanding and outdated 
regulations. 

After 50 years, it is time to mod-
ernize the law—to fix the broken parts, 
to make it better serve its intended 
purpose, and to allow for responsible 
solutions to disasters like Lake Free-
man. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for relating some 
of the impacts that he sees in his 
State. You don’t have to be in the 
Western United States to be negatively 
impacted by some of the things that 
are in the ESA that need updating. I 
thank him for relating that. 

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman and I am glad he is pointing 
that out. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
TIFFANY), one of the vice chairs of the 
Western Caucus, a gentleman that rep-
resents another Midwestern State. I 
thank him for being here tonight. 

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker I thank 
the chairman for hosting this discus-
sion on the ESA tonight, it could not 
be more timely to deal with this issue. 

Mr. Speaker, 50 years ago the Endan-
gered Species Act was created to pro-
tect endangered species by taking ac-
tions to put them on the road to recov-
ery. Unfortunately, the Endangered 
Species Act has become a statutory 
‘‘Hotel California’’ where radical envi-
ronmental groups and judges check 
animals into the endangered species 
list, but they may never leave. 

In fact, over the last 50 years, out of 
the 1,389 listed species, only 72 have 
been recovered and removed from the 
list, as the chairman so eloquently 
stated in his opening remarks—a 5 per-
cent recovery rate. 

Let me be clear, you endanger the 
Endangered Species Act when you do 
not remove species that have recov-
ered. As everyone in Wisconsin knows, 
this is something we have seen far too 
often as it relates to the gray wolf. 

When Federal protections were estab-
lished for wolves in the Great Lakes re-
gion, population levels were in the hun-
dreds. Now there are well over 4,000 in 
Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. 

Most recently, a California activist 
judge unilaterally put the gray wolf 
back on the Endangered Species Act 
list despite its recovery. The judge’s 
decision went against the 26 sci-
entists—beside me here—that have 
urged for the gray wolf to be removed 
from the ESA since 2015. 

Here they are. There are 26 eminent 
wildlife biologists that nearly a decade 
ago said to a judge here in Washington 
D.C., you are making a mistake re-list-
ing the wolf. Let’s allow management 
by the States where they can be most 
effectively managed. 

The data is clear, we have waited 
long enough. Congress must pass my 
bill that I introduced alongside Con-
gresswoman LAUREN BOEBERT. The 
Trust the Science Act would delist 
gray wolves in the lower 48 United 
States and would preclude any future 
re-listing mischief by activist judges. 

When a species is removed from the 
ESA list, it is something we should cel-
ebrate. It is a success story. When a 
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species has recovered, it enables us to 
use our limited time and resources to 
concentrate our efforts to protect and 
recover other species that truly are 
under threat or at risk of extinction. 

Over the last 50 years, the Endan-
gered Species Act has failed to be a 
celebration of recovery, and instead, a 
political weapon. It is past time we 
change that and turned the Endangered 
Species Act into something all Ameri-
cans can celebrate—endangered species 
success stories. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Mr. TIFFANY. You are absolutely 
right. In the ESA there have been some 
success stories and we need to learn to 
celebrate them. More important, the 
resources that are being used in suc-
cessfully recovering those species could 
then be turned to other resources that 
desperately need the help. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. VALADAO), one of 
the young Members of the House of 
Representatives and a friend of mine. 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, the Endangered Species 
Act was a well-intentioned effort to 
protect the species we are at risk of 
losing. Unfortunately, the ESA has 
been hijacked by extreme environ-
mentalists who have weaponized the 
law, especially in California. 

Central Valley families and farmers 
have seen the negative impacts of 
heavy-handed and misguided regula-
tions that put fish ahead of our fami-
lies and our farms. 

During dry years, the very limited 
amount of water available is consist-
ently flushed out to the ocean to pro-
tect the delta smelt and other endan-
gered species. 

While this precious resource was 
going out to the Pacific, thousands of 
acres of farmland were fallowed. This 
has devastating consequences for the 
people I represent and the livelihoods 
that depend on agriculture. 

This is something that is important 
for us to address and talk a little bit 
about, because when the water goes out 
to the ocean, obviously we are not tak-
ing any of that surface water, and it 
has an impact on our below-ground 
water and our aquifers. 

These past few years, we have had a 
huge number of wells fail. In agri-
culture, you drive around the country-
side, and I know a lot of people at 
home probably see this, where you will 
see wells pulled out of the ground, the 
pipes stacked, and they clean them. 
Two days ago, I was driving around the 
valley, and there was a situation where 
there was a pile of sand around this 
well, and it was obvious the well had 
failed. 

What is really devastating is I have 
communities all across the valley, and 
in just working with one nonprofit, 
there were at least 2,000, either homes 
or communities, where they had actual 
tanks put in because the wells had 
failed and there was going to be no 
clean water for these people at home, 

so they put in tanks and pumps, and 
they were trucking water to these peo-
ple so they could have water in their 
faucets. 

This was happening all across the 
valley. When we talk about the dev-
astating impact it has on our commu-
nities, this was something that was at 
their faucets. It was really frustrating 
these past few years when you talk to 
folks and we have to say, well, we can 
build projects, but we can’t build water 
infrastructure projects. We have had 
projects that they have been working 
on for the last 30 years, a simple expan-
sion of an existing well or existing res-
ervoir. We have got a reservoir, like 
Sites Reservoir, they have been talking 
about for six decades and have never 
been able to break ground on that. 

When out talking to folks around the 
district, farmworkers specifically in 
some of these communities that strug-
gle most with these wells, the con-
versation they brought up was they can 
expedite the permitting process for a 
project like the high-speed rail and you 
see the project being built, but they 
can’t do anything for water infrastruc-
ture. 

It is frustrating because a lot of 
these folks rely on agriculture to make 
ends meet. Then they go out and see 
fields being fallowed, they see the land 
pulled out of production, and it is less 
work for them, less ability for them to 
provide for their families. This is some-
thing that should be an easy one, but it 
is regulations like the ESA that put us 
at such a disadvantage. 

Back to my script. 
To add insult to injury, many of the 

actions taken to protect these fish 
have not been effective. The population 
of many of our listed species, including 
the delta smelt, are now worse off than 
they were before. 

Then you look at the situation we 
find ourselves in today. Whole commu-
nities are on the verge of being under 
water because environmental regula-
tions have prevented these same res-
ervoirs, that we desperately need, from 
being built that would actually help us 
prevent some of the flooding that we 
are dealing with. 

Now, we have more than enough 
water to provide our farms, commu-
nities, and homes with water for years 
to come and nowhere to store it. 

Indefinite listing of species allows ac-
tivists to abuse the ESA, preventing 
the construction of critical water stor-
age projects and resulting in millions 
of acre-feet of water being flushed out 
to the Pacific Ocean. 

The needs of the Central Valley are 
consistently put last, thanks to the 
abuse of environmental regulations 
like the ESA. We must work together 
to reform the Endangered Species Act 
to strike a more reasonable balance be-
tween protecting our environment and 
common sense. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I thank the junior 
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee and chairman of the Western 
Caucus, Mr. NEWHOUSE. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, he 
had to go there. I thank Mr. VALADAO 
for his words. Sometimes going off 
script is dangerous at times, but I 
think he made a really good point 
about right now in California, there is 
an abundance of water, so much so that 
some communities are flooding. 

If we could just store that water, 
then we would not have to idle all of 
that farmland that I hear is being set 
aside because there is not enough 
water to irrigate. Communities 
wouldn’t be struggling. We need the 
food that California produces as a 
country. That is important to us. 
These are the things that are not just 
affecting people in California but the 
whole country. 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I know 
the gentleman from Washington prob-
ably knows this, but it is important to 
highlight the fact that California is the 
number one agriculture State in the 
country. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 
think Mr. VALADAO’s time has expired, 
but he makes some really good points, 
and I appreciate that. Since he is a 
young man, I am always amazed at 
how much he has picked up in a short 
amount of time here. 

Next, I turn to someone that has 
really impressed with her knowledge of 
natural resource issues, not just in her 
home State but throughout the coun-
try. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Wyoming (Ms. HAGEMAN). 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, this 
week the Endangered Species Act turns 
50. It is an act that was initially cre-
ated to ensure the health of fish, wild-
life, and vegetation and to protect spe-
cies that are either threatened or en-
dangered as defined by the act. 

The fact is that the Endangered Spe-
cies Act would and could work if it 
were implemented as intended—to re-
cover actually threatened or endan-
gered species. It has instead become a 
business in and of itself, with an entire 
economy built around endless studies, 
monitoring, fieldwork, and lawsuits. 
Bureaucrats spend their entire careers 
trying to prevent species from being 
delisted—as to keep them on the list 
ensures job security. 

The Endangered Species Act has had 
profound impacts on my State of Wyo-
ming by limiting economic develop-
ment and restricting the implementa-
tion of reasonable and effective land, 
water, and resource management and 
use. 

It doesn’t have to be that way. Under 
the ESA, once the recovery goals for a 
species have been met, the species 
should be delisted. That, however, is 
not what happens. Instead, and regard-
less of the actual status of the species, 
it can take decades to delist a recov-
ered species. 

The Canadian gray wolves are a clas-
sic example. They were introduced into 
Yellowstone National Park in 1995 with 
a recovery goal for the greater Yellow-
stone area being 100 wolves. We met 
that goal in 2002. 
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It then took multiple lawsuits and 15 
years to have them actually delisted, 
which finally happened in 2017, as or-
dered by the circuit court of appeals. 
The environmental groups fought 
against delisting, despite the fact that 
Wyoming’s wolf management plan was 
approved by the Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice and has since proven successful in 
maintaining the wolf population well 
in excess of recovery goals. 

The Greater Yellowstone grizzly bear 
is another example. The State of Wyo-
ming has spent over $59 million on re-
covery and has an excellent manage-
ment plan in place to ensure a recov-
ered population will continue to be pro-
tected. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service found that the grizzly popu-
lation has exceeded recovery goals for 
the past 20 years. 

Yet, again, environmental groups 
have been able to keep the grizzly bear 
listed through petitioning activist 
judges to intervene. The proliferation 
of bears in Wyoming is so great that 
they now pose a serious and deadly 
threat to people, livestock, and other 
wildlife in my State. 

I am thankful to my colleagues on 
the Natural Resources Committee for 
their support on H.R. 1245, my legisla-
tion to delist the Greater Yellowstone 
population of grizzly bears, and I look 
forward to passing it out of the House 
soon. 

By continuing to spend limited re-
sources on recovered populations of 
species, we are deflecting resources 
from where they should be focused. We 
are robbing Peter to pay Paul. 

In short, as implemented by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and as en-
forced by activist courts, success is not 
in recovering a legitimately threatened 
or endangered species but in ensuring 
that a recovered species, no matter 
how robust in number, range, and 
health, is never delisted. 

A related problem is the fact that 
critical habitat designations are not 
designed to protect a particular species 
but to encompass as much area as pos-
sible so that the Federal Government 
and environmental groups can control 
ever-expanding swaths of land and 
water. The incentives under the ESA 
are the exact opposite of what they 
would actually be if species recovery 
rather than control were the actual 
goal. 

The ESA has largely become a mech-
anism by which environmental groups 
have weaponized the Federal Govern-
ment and courts to impose restrictions 
on the use of private property and 
limit our ability to use our energy and 
water resources while also receiving 
massive Federal subsidies through sue 
and settle actions. 

This 50th anniversary of the ESA 
should be a time to reevaluate and 
refocus efforts on what the act was 
originally intended to do. We cannot 
continue to allow activist courts or 
agency bureaucrats to block sound spe-
cies management or infringe on prop-

erty rights any longer. We must do bet-
ter. We can do better, and I challenge 
this body to pursue ESA reform to 
focus on protecting our beautiful fish-
eries, wildlife, flora, and fauna. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 
couldn’t have said it better. Resources 
are being used to keep the species on 
the list indefinitely. 

We should be thinking about the 
good of the species and the success of 
the recovery of the species. Instead, we 
want to keep them on this list to be 
used for other reasons. That is what we 
have to get to the bottom of. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN). He is 
a dear friend. He is someone who came 
into Congress with me and has risen to 
the chair of the Natural Resources 
Committee and is doing just a great 
job. He is one of my star members of 
the Western Caucus. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Chairman NEWHOUSE not only 
for his leadership here tonight in set-
ting up the Special Order but also his 
leadership on the Western Caucus, 
which is a voice for us on not just 
Western issues but rural issues all 
across the country. I am honored to be 
a part of the Western Caucus even 
though I reside in Arkansas, which I do 
say at one time was the Western fron-
tier. 

Over its 50-year life, as has been dis-
cussed, ESA has gone from being a law 
geared toward recovering at-risk spe-
cies through conservation and has now 
become a weapon to control land and 
activities through a misguided concept 
of preservation. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important 
that we take a minute here and look at 
the difference between conservation 
and preservation. 

Conservation, which the Endangered 
Species Act was built around, is the 
idea of being a good steward of the re-
sources we have, of taking care of and 
tending to the habitat of these endan-
gered species. It really is like being the 
gardener of the habitat. 

Preservation is this idea that you 
can preserve something in the natural 
world, and you really can’t do that. 
The way you preserve something that 
is living, Mr. Speaker, is, for instance, 
take a cucumber. You boil it in vin-
egar, and you preserve it as a pickle. 

Mr. Speaker, what I want to say to-
night is that conservation is for crit-
ters; preservation is for pickles. The 
Endangered Species Act, as it was writ-
ten in 1973, was about conservation and 
taking care of these at-risk species. 

I went back to the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973, and I want to read here 
what the people who came before us set 
forth in Congress in the findings of the 
Endangered Species Act. 

The very first finding was that ‘‘var-
ious species of fish, wildlife, and plants 
in the United States have been ren-
dered extinct as a consequence of eco-
nomic growth and development 
untempered by adequate concern and 
conservation.’’ 

They pulled that out in the very first 
of their findings. 

It goes on to say: ‘‘The United States 
has pledged itself as a sovereign state 
in the international community to con-
serve to the extent practicable the var-
ious species of fish or wildlife and 
plants facing extinction.’’ 

Then look at the purpose of the En-
dangered Species Act, Mr. Speaker, and 
I quote directly here: ‘‘The purposes of 
this chapter are to provide a means 
whereby the ecosystems upon which 
endangered species and threatened spe-
cies depend may be conserved, to pro-
vide a program for the conservation of 
such endangered species and threat-
ened species, and to take such steps as 
may be appropriate to achieve the pur-
poses of the treaties and conventions 
set forth in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion.’’ 

Our men and women who came before 
us knew that protecting endangered 
species was all about conservation. 

The Endangered Species Act was ac-
tually passed as a call to action and 
conservation, but it has devolved into a 
weapon for stagnation and leverage for 
political activism. 

The irony is that a misused ESA ac-
tually does more harm than good to 
the animals and plants that it was put 
in place to protect. 

As chairman of the Natural Re-
sources Committee, I have four guiding 
principles that form my priorities, and 
they are access, conservation, innova-
tion, and transparency. In my view, the 
ESA falls short of all four. 

The ESA often denies access to our 
public lands and negatively impacts 
private property rights. The ESA de-
nies access. 

The ESA fails at conservation, as has 
been mentioned many times here, as 
only a miniscule—less than 5 percent— 
of listed species have ever been 
delisted. It has already been brought 
out that the Endangered Species Act is 
a modern-day example of the ‘‘Hotel 
California.’’ ‘‘You can check out any 
time you like, but you can never 
leave.’’ 

In addition, the act disincentivizes 
innovation and private investment 
while at the same time lacks trans-
parency. 

We have cases of private landowners 
who are doing conservation and trying 
to take the actions necessary to help 
the habitat for species, and when those 
species get listed, it is always: ‘‘Hands 
off. Don’t touch it. We are going to pre-
serve it.’’ That just doesn’t work, and 
it is not ever going to work. The exam-
ple is in the dismal recovery rate the 
way the ESA is being implemented. 

We have made reforming the ESA a 
major part of the committee’s busi-
ness. If we wish to truly help threat-
ened and endangered species, then we 
must strongly support science-based 
habitat management, and we cannot 
tolerate the weaponization of the ESA 
for political activism. 

So far this Congress, the Natural Re-
sources Committee has held two legis-
lative hearings on bills that address 
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fundamental flaws with how the ESA is 
being implemented. These bills include 
three Congressional Review Act resolu-
tions designed to provide oversight of 
Biden administration rulemakings that 
represent the true excesses of the ESA. 
Each of these CRA resolutions has been 
passed by the U.S. Senate on a bipar-
tisan base. 

In addition, three other bills heard 
by the committee deal with species 
that have long been recovered, the griz-
zly bear and the gray wolf, as have 
been mentioned. These species have 
been prevented from being delisted due 
to persistent litigation by activist 
groups. Even with Republican and 
Democratic administrations saying 
these species have been recovered, they 
are still on the list. 

Following these hearings, the com-
mittee held a markup on April 27 that 
resulted in all six bills being reported 
favorably by the committee. I ask all 
of my colleagues to join in supporting 
these measures. 

This is just the beginning. This Con-
gress and the Natural Resources Com-
mittee will bring forth policies that 
promote transparency, science-based 
decisionmaking, flexibility, and vol-
untary conservation within the ESA. 

It is my desire to have a hearing and, 
hopefully, a bipartisan markup on leg-
islation to allow the restoration of 
America’s wildlife habitat. Focusing on 
wildlife habitat restoration is defi-
nitely the ounce of prevention worth 
many pounds of cure when it comes to 
species recovery. 

I look forward to working in partner-
ship with Chairman NEWHOUSE and the 
Western Caucus to ensure that we con-
tinue to move the ball forward on 
bringing much-needed reform to the 
ESA. It has not been reauthorized in 50 
years. Maybe we need to rewrite it and 
put it up for reauthorization. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
chairman so much for his leadership. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Mr. WESTERMAN for his remarks. 

How appropriate it is to look at the 
original language, the intent, to illus-
trate how far we have strayed from 
that mission. I thank Chairman 
WESTERMAN for those great words. 

Next, Mr. Speaker, I turn to some-
body who I visited in his district, and I 
think he knows firsthand just to what 
extent the ESA has been weaponized to 
stop some of the things that, as a coun-
try, we have to accomplish. 

Mr. STAUBER from the great State of 
Minnesota happens to be one of the 
vice chairmen of the Congressional 
Western Caucus. I would love to hear 
what the gentleman has to say about 
this. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from the State of Minnesota (Mr. 
STAUBER). 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the chairman’s leadership not 
only in the Western Caucus but his 
leadership on very important issues 
such as the Endangered Species Act. I 
appreciate his giving me the oppor-
tunity this evening. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in celebra-
tion of the gray wolf being fully recov-
ered. 

Gray wolves have never been extinct 
in Minnesota. We currently estimate 
our population at over 2,700 gray 
wolves, while the ESA recovery plan 
goal for our State is 1,400. In fact, Min-
nesota has more wolves than the rest 
of the lower 48 States combined. 

The Clinton, Bush, Obama, Trump, 
and Biden administrations, along with 
our very own Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources, have all agreed: It 
is a scientific fact that the gray wolf 
has recovered. 

On my chart here, Mr. Speaker, you 
can see clearly the gray wolf has recov-
ered. The blue dotted line is the Fed-
eral recovery plan, and the green dot-
ted line is the minimum in Minnesota 
to reinstitute a wolf hunt. The wolf 
population is way up at the top, well 
above each threshold, as you can see. 

Unfortunately, radical activist 
groups have weaponized the Endan-
gered Species Act to keep the gray wolf 
listed. This misguided effort is a clear 
danger to our deer herds, livestock, and 
beloved family pets across Minnesota. 

We have the scientists, the know- 
how, and the experience to responsibly 
manage the gray wolf, including imple-
menting a hunting and trapping sea-
son. 

When wolves are above their ESA 
targets, which they clearly are, Fed-
eral bureaucrats—unelected Federal 
bureaucrats in Washington, D.C.—or 
judges in California should not be able 
to take away our management powers 
just because of their ideological views 
or because they want to give favors to 
radical activist groups. They should 
follow the science. 

That is why I helped introduce the 
Trust the Science Act with my friend 
and colleague Representative BOEBERT 
to delist the wolf and exempt its 
delisting from judicial review. 

It is well past time to, once and for 
all, delist the gray wolf and reinstitute 
a hunt in Minnesota as part of our 
local management. Let’s get the Fed-
eral Government out of the way and 
properly allow our State managers to 
manage the gray wolf population. 

Our way of life in northern Min-
nesota depends on it. 

It is simply ‘‘sumbumcheous’’ to 
keep the gray wolf on the endangered 
species list. It has recovered. Let’s 
trust the science. 

b 2100 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. I couldn’t agree 
more that the gray wolf in my State 
has recovered, as well. They are pro-
lific animals. They are flexible. They 
are nomadic. We really should declare 
a victory that they have recovered and 
celebrate that success and then use 
those resources to focus on other spe-
cies that need our attention. 

I yield to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. THOMPSON), the chairman 
of the Committee on Agriculture and 
someone that knows, from his perspec-

tive, not only a lot about agriculture 
but a lot about the Endangered Species 
Act. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, the Endangered Species 
Act was drafted with the best of inten-
tions, but it has simply failed to live 
up to its noble mission. 

Since the ESA was passed in 1973, 
only 3 percent of species protected by 
the law have recovered to the point 
where they can be delisted. This is an 
abysmal recovery rate. 

Burdensome and outdated regula-
tions like the Endangered Species Act 
negatively impact our Nation’s farm-
ers, ranchers, and foresters, create friv-
olous lawsuits, halt critical infrastruc-
ture projects, stifle economic growth, 
and do not help the species in question. 
It fails to do that. 

Just consider the northern long- 
eared bat. It is declining due to a dis-
ease with no cure, and the ESA will 
only further restrict our ability to help 
the species recover. It is an inflexible 
and outdated approach to species con-
servation. 

America’s working lands play a vital 
role in protecting threatened and en-
dangered species, Mr. Speaker. 

Voluntary, locally led conservation 
programs should be a model for the 
Federal Government rather than a top- 
down sledgehammer of red tape, or 
what I prefer to call, green tape. 

It is high past time to modernize the 
Endangered Species Act to better pro-
tect species and to treat property own-
ers, farmers, ranchers, and States as 
partners rather than obstacles. 

The ESA should be amended to em-
power local stakeholders, incentivize 
voluntary conservation programs, and 
should emphasize actually recovering 
species, not simply leaving them on 
life support for years to come. 

The simple truth is the programs 
that we have in the Agriculture Com-
mittee under a conservation title 
which are locally led, voluntary con-
servation programs, have led to the 
delisting of far more species that were 
either listed originally as endangered 
or threatened. 

We know that works, and we know 
the Endangered Species Act in its cur-
rent form does not. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Mr. THOMPSON for elevating the 
voices of the people of Pennsylvania on 
this important issue. 

He is right. The conservation pro-
grams that we have in this country 
have done a lot of good for species 
across the country. 

That is why he is the chairman of the 
Agriculture Committee because he un-
derstands things like that. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Well, that and the fact I like to eat. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. That too. We all do 
once in a while. 

I yield to the gentleman from Kansas 
(Mr. MANN), a great agricultural State, 
and a beautiful district that I have vis-
ited. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for his leadership, his 
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friendship, and for having this Special 
Order tonight. 

We have talked about a lot of dif-
ferent species this evening, and I rise 
to discuss the misuse of the Endan-
gered Species Act as it pertains to the 
lesser prairie chicken and its negative 
impact on farmers, ranchers, agri-
culture, and oil producers throughout 
The Big First District of Kansas. 

On April 19, President Biden didn’t 
listen to Congress when it came to our 
bipartisan joint resolution of dis-
approval on his administration’s flawed 
and burdensome Waters of the U.S. or 
WOTUS rule. He vetoed it. 

Soon, I hope that President Biden 
will have another opportunity to listen 
to producers when it comes to the less-
er prairie chicken. 

Last year, the Biden administration 
proposed the listing of the northern 
and southern distinct populations of 
the lesser prairie chicken as threatened 
and endangered, respectively, under 
the Endangered Species Act. That rul-
ing became active this March. 

Under the Endangered Species Act, 
the normal activity of agriculture and 
energy production can be construed as 
harm and harassment of the listed spe-
cies and thus prohibited. 

This rule fails to provide adequate 
protections for producers, even going 
so far as to require third-party ap-
proved grazing plans for ranchers. 

To make matters worse, when the 
lesser prairie chicken rule went into ef-
fect in March, the Fish and Wildlife 
Service had not approved any third 
parties. To date, there are only three 
across the entire habitat area. 

Grazing plans change, and ranchers 
are always adapting. It is unacceptable 
to force ranchers to agree to a grazing 
plan under the threat of a fine. 

This is another example of Big Gov-
ernment overreach jeopardizing the 
livelihoods of American producers. The 
truth is, the lesser prairie chicken pop-
ulation thrives or dwindles based on 
rainfall, not the activity of agriculture 
energy producers. 

In response to this misguided listing, 
which would add to President Biden’s 
other policies that threaten our Na-
tion’s food security and energy inde-
pendence, I introduced a joint resolu-
tion of disapproval under the Congres-
sional Review Act to strike it down. 

On April 28, the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources passed my resolution. 
On May 3, the U.S. Senate passed their 
version of the same resolution. 

The designation of the lesser prairie 
chicken as threatened in places like 
Kansas is unacceptable, and this rule 
should have no force or effect until 
Congress is consulted. 

I have been working hard on this 
issue since being elected to Congress, 
and I am encouraged to see that it 
passed the U.S. Senate. 

Now it is time for my colleagues in 
the House to decide whether they want 
to stand for Big Government over regu-
lation that will put producers out of 
business or stand for producers’ rights 

to their private property and self-de-
termination. 

If my colleagues in the U.S. House of 
Representatives are willing to listen to 
producers, the resolution will pass and 
make its way to President Biden’s 
desk. 

If that happens, I hope that President 
Biden will listen to the people this 
time. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Mr. MANN and appreciate his 
pointing out how important it is to lis-
ten to people in the local area who un-
derstand the environment, the climate 
that they live in, and that often they 
are earning their living by farming. 

We have heard from several different 
parts of the country represented here 
with the different Members of Con-
gress. So, I am going back to the great 
State of California to another one of 
the Western Caucus vice chairs, some-
one that is very outspoken on these 
issues, and has tremendous background 
and knowledge on the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. 

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LAMALFA), for being part of 
this conversation and also elevating 
the voices of the people he represents. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, it is 
really a pleasure to serve with Chair-
man NEWHOUSE on the Western Caucus 
as well as in other capacities here in 
the U.S. House. 

Indeed, he has really invigorated the 
effort that the caucus is making on 
having these key issues on all manner 
of things, not just western but really, 
for the whole country, having so much 
to do with resources and such. 

As we contemplate here tonight what 
the Endangered Species Act’s original 
intention 50 years ago was when passed 
by Congress, and really, for those of us 
in production, agriculture, energy, 
minerals, just about anything that 
uses the basic building blocks of the 
economy and the things that our mod-
ern society needs, the Endangered Spe-
cies Act has been weaponized against 
that. 

What it has turned into now due to 
activism in the courts, the endless law-
suits and the way the courts reinter-
pret things is nothing close to what 
Congress would have passed back in the 
early 1970s. 

Had they passed that, I think they 
would have been ridden out of town on 
a rail because it was so destructive to-
ward the cornerstones of our economy 
and what has made America strong and 
independent in so many areas. 

We agree with the purpose originally. 
It is to protect and recover vulnerable 
species. I think the focus at the time, 
really, was on the bald eagle with ex-
pansion from there to many other spe-
cies that we deem valuable. 

The world has well over a million 
species in it, and they are discovering 
more all the time; a lot of it in the in-
sect world and such. 

To think that we are going to just 
completely move all human beings, es-
pecially Americans, into caves or 

something like that and say we can’t 
affect the environment or touch it in 
any way is really unrealistic. Mankind 
has a piece in the world as well. That 
is even a biblical truth. 

The Endangered Species Act, what it 
has turned into, is really harming the 
ability for people to get what they 
need. 

Also, the focus hasn’t really been on 
recovering species, which I think was 
well intended, because we have heard 
my colleagues talk about the ratio 
here of recovery. It is extremely low, 
especially if you put a ratio of dollars 
spent and pain inflicted on agriculture, 
on mining, on domestically produced 
products versus the number of species 
recovered. It is way out of whack. 

You heard my colleague from Min-
nesota a minute ago talking about the 
recovery of the wolves. They have an 
incredible number of wolves in the 
upper Midwest, but the ESA can be 
misinterpreted and misused and abused 
to say we need to have wolves every-
where: in Oregon, in California, in 
Washington. 

For that matter, should we introduce 
them into the Golden Gate Park and 
the Santa Monica Pier to make sure 
they have their share as well? 

If you want to see a wolf, you are 
still going to be able to see a wolf in 
the areas where they have been more 
indigenous for a long time, and they 
have successfully recovered. 

b 2110 

This is what we put up with. They in-
troduce them in areas where now live-
stock and people making a living in 
rural areas in Wyoming, Montana, 
northeast California, and Oregon have 
to suffer with the ideology of just in-
troducing them everywhere and saying 
this is now going to make them not on 
the list anymore. 

In my northern California area, for 
example, we had very important levee 
projects needed to be done for flood 
control around the north central area 
of Sacramento Valley, places like 
Hamilton City, Yuba City, Marysville, 
Sacramento, areas like that. 

Well, they seemed to shop for a spe-
cies du jour to stop projects, and what 
they settled on was the valley elder-
berry longhorn beetle, which not that 
many years ago U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
actually recommended for it to be 
delisted. In the meantime, however, 
they won’t make a decision and take it 
off the list. 

Now, mind you, you don’t even find 
the beetle in some of these areas, but 
because the habitat for it exists in 
some of these areas, the law has been 
interpreted to be, well, if there is habi-
tat there, if there is an elderberry bush 
and a beetle might come along and 
land in it or dwell in it, we have to 
leave that bush there. If you take that 
bush out in order to redo a levee, then 
we have to plant 50 or 70 more bushes 
somewhere else. 

In one case here, we had to take out 
a couple hundred acres of orchard land 
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to have this mitigation area because 
they wanted to fix the dang levee that 
was already in existence and keep a 
town from flooding at the next rain be-
cause they are not maintaining the 
river in between the levee banks from 
all the siltation and such going on 
there. But that starts another whole 
narrative. 

The beetle doesn’t get delisted, and 
the levee work doesn’t get done farther 
south in the Yuba City-Marysville 
area. This was going on 20, 30 years 
ago. A lot of great work has been done 
since then, but it has been made much 
more expensive and much more ardu-
ous because of the threat of lawsuit 
and the ESA. 

I will remind you that years ago lives 
were lost and hundreds of millions of 
dollars of damage were done by a levee 
blowing out in that southern area of 
my district in Yuba City-Marysville on 
the Marysville side. With all that dam-
age, three lives were lost, and finally 
the State of California lost a lawsuit 
for, I think, $400 million because they 
were derelict in doing the work to 
maintain the levees, all because of 
this. 

What I am talking about here as well 
is the ability to keep food on the table. 
This chart I have shows that California 
is responsible for, in some of these 
crops, 100 percent, well above 90 per-
cent of the crops that Americans con-
sume that come primarily from Cali-
fornia. 

We have the ESA stopping us from 
keeping farmland safe from floods but, 
also, at the same time building the 
water storage projects that are impor-
tant to store water. Now, we were 
blessed this year with a tremendous 
amount of rain and snowpack, and we 
are really happy about it, but that 
doesn’t happen every year. That is why 
we build these long-term water 
projects that store water for 5 years of 
drought, like Shasta Lake, Lake 
Oroville, and others. If we don’t have 
those projects, we don’t ride through 
that time. 

They try to stop those projects from 
being further built, and they also seek 
to tear down projects like the Klamath 
dams, make hydroelectric green power 
with no CO2. Much work needs to be 
done to keep crops on the table, to 
keep the electricity and the wires, 
keep the minerals coming to produce 
all the things we need to keep energy, 
all of that. The ESA needs to be revis-
ited and actually focused on truly re-
covering species but not used as a 
weapon to stop things people need, our 
economies need, rural economies espe-
cially. That is some of the work we do 
in the Western Caucus. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate, again, 
Chairman NEWHOUSE’s leadership on 
this and the opportunity to speak on it 
here tonight. There is much more that 
I could say; you know me. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
LAMALFA is correct, there are a lot of 
things that we should talk about. We 
have a limited amount of time, but he 

is very good at expressing the needs of 
the people that he represents and mak-
ing sure that people understand. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I am a 
farmer in my real life. I hope I talk 
plainly enough to get my thoughts 
across. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, in 
summation, as you have heard tonight, 
the Endangered Species Act, signed 
into law 50 years ago—and I think you 
probably picked this up—was designed 
to do two things: It was designed to 
prevent the species from going extinct 
and to promote its recovery. We need 
to return to that mission. We need to 
work with landowners and local gov-
ernments, Tribes, and always keep the 
well-being of the species in mind in 
that work. 

Mr. Speaker, we also need to be 
transparent for the American people. 
There is just too much at stake for us 
not to be. As members of the Congres-
sional Western Caucus, we are going to 
continue to elevate the voice of the 
people of rural America on important 
issues like the Endangered Species Act 
and so many others. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 15 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, May 23, 2023, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–1016. A letter from the President and 
Chair, Board of Directors, Export-Import 
Bank of the United States, transmitting a 
notification of export transactions; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

EC–1017. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Employee Benefits Security Adminis-
tration, Department of Labor, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Annual Re-
porting and Disclosure (RIN: 1210-AB97) re-
ceived May 18, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

EC–1018. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Regulatory Services, Office 
of Elementary and Secondary Education, De-
partment of Education, transmitting the De-
partment’s final priorities, requirements, 
and definitions — State-Tribal Education 
Partnership Program [Docket ID: ED-2022- 
OESE-0151] received May 17, 2023, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

EC–1019. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and 
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department 
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Energy Conservation Program: 
Test Procedure for Refrigerated Bottled or 

Canned Beverage Vending Machines [EERE- 
2021-BT-TP-0007] (RIN: 1904-AE67) received 
May 19, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–1020. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Various Fragrance 
Components in Pesticide Formulations; Tol-
erance Exemption [EPA-HQ-OPP-2019-0594; 
FRL-10970-01-OCSPP] received May 18, 2023, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1021. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Determination of 
Attainment by the Attainment Date for the 
2012 Annual Fine Particulate Matter Stand-
ard; Pennsylvania; Allegheny County Non-
attainment Area [EPA-R03-OAR-2021-0307; 
FRL-10965-02-R3] received May 18, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1022. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Spiropidion; Pes-
ticide Tolerances; Technical Correction 
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2021-0356; FRL-9839-02-OCSPP] 
received May 19, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–1023. A letter from the Assistant Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
Michigan; Clean Data Determination for the 
Detroit Area for the 2015 Ozone Standard 
[EPA-R05-OAR-2023-0058; FRL-10634-02-R5] re-
ceived May 18, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–1024. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Partial Approval, 
Conditional Approval, and Partial Dis-
approval of Air Quality State Implementa-
tion Plans; Nevada; Infrastructure Require-
ments for Ozone [EPA-R09-OAR-2022-0957; 
FRL-10543-02-R9] received May 18, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1025. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
California; Yolo-Solano Air Quality Manage-
ment District [EPA-R09-OAR-2022-0795; FRL- 
10217-03-R9] received May 19, 2023, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1026. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
Michigan; Redesignation of the Detroit, MI 
Area to Attainment of the 2015 Ozone Stand-
ards [EPA-R05-OAR-2022-0004; FRL-9629-04- 
R5] received May 18, 2023, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–1027. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Erucamide In Pes-
ticide Formulations; Tolerance Exemption 
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2022-0942; FRL-10868-01- 
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OCSPP] May 19, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–1028. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — D-Glucopyranose, 
oligomeric, maleates, decyl octyl glycosides, 
sulfonated, potassium salts; D- 
glucopyranose, oligomeric, maleates, C10-16- 
alkyl glycosides, sulfonated, potassium 
salts; and D-glucopyranose, oligomeric, 
maleates, C9-11-branched and linear alkyl 
glycosides, sulfonated, potassium salts; Ex-
emptions from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2021-0612; FRL-10972-01- 
OCSPP] received May 19, 2023, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–1029. A letter from the Assistant Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Program, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Benzyl Alco-
hol; Exemption from the Requirement of a 
Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2021-0173; FRL- 
10940-01-OCSPP] received May 18, 2023, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1030. A letter from the Chief, Pricing 
Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bu-
reau, Federal Communication’s Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s final rule — 
Updating the Intercarrier Compensation Re-
gime to Eliminate Access Arbitrage [WC 
Docket No.: 18-155] received May 19, 2023, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1031. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: DDTC 22-088, pursuant 
to Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. MCHENRY: Committee on Financial 
Services. H.R. 1156. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to conduct a study 
and report on the exposure of the United 
States to the financial sector of the People’s 
Republic of China, and for other purposes; 
with an amendment (Rept. 118–72). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania: Com-
mittee on Agriculture. H.R. 662. A bill to 
amend the Disaster Relief Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, 2023 to improve disaster re-
lief funding for agricultural producers, and 
for other purposes (Rept. 118–73). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. LUCAS: Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology. H.R. 1713. A bill to provide 
for Department of Energy and Department of 
Agriculture joint research and development 
activities, and for other purposes; with 
amendments (Rept. 118–74 Pt. 1). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania: Com-
mittee on Agriculture. H.R. 1713. A bill to 
provide for Department of Energy and De-
partment of Agriculture joint research and 
development activities, and for other pur-
poses; with an amendment (Rept. 118–74 Pt. 

2). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MCHENRY: Committee on Financial 
Services. H.R. 1076. A bill to require the 
Comptroller General of the United States to 
carry out a study on the trafficking into the 
United States of synthetic drugs, and related 
illicit finance, and for other purposes; with 
an amendment (Rept. 118–75 Pt. 1). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. BURGESS: Committee on Rules. House 
Resolution 429. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 467) to amend the 
Controlled Substances Act with respect to 
the scheduling of fentanyl-related sub-
stances, and for other purposes; providing for 
consideration of the joint resolution (S.J. 
Res. 11) providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency relating to 
‘Control of Air Pollution From New Motor 
Vehicles: Heavy-Duty Engine and Vehicle 
Standards’; and providing for consideration 
of the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 45) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of 
the rule submitted by the Department of 
Education relating to ‘Waivers and Modifica-
tions of Federal Student Loans’ (Rept. 118– 
76). Referred to the House Calendar. 

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE 
Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 

Committees on the Judiciary and En-
ergy and Commerce discharged from 
further consideration. H.R. 1076 re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Ms. DE LA CRUZ (for herself and 
Mr. BARR): 

H.R. 3555. A bill to enhance the reporting 
and testimony requirements for Federal 
banking agencies; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

By Mr. BARR (for himself, Mr. 
LOUDERMILK, Mr. FITZGERALD, Ms. DE 
LA CRUZ, and Mrs. KIM of California): 

H.R. 3556. A bill to amend the Federal fi-
nancial laws to increase financial regulatory 
accountability and transparency, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Oversight and Accountability, and 
Rules, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. MORAN, and Mr. DUNN of 
Florida): 

H.R. 3557. A bill to streamline Federal, 
State, and local permitting and regulatory 
reviews to expedite the deployment of com-
munications facilities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committees on 
Natural Resources, and Transportation and 
Infrastructure, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. FITZGERALD (for himself and 
Mr. BARR): 

H.R. 3558. A bill to establish experience re-
quirements for the Federal Reserve Vice 
Chair for Supervision; to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

By Mr. LUCAS: 
H.R. 3559. A bill to provide for Federal 

Aviation Administration research and devel-
opment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology, 
and in addition to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. LUCAS: 
H.R. 3560. A bill to provide for coordinated 

Federal efforts to accelerate civilian un-
manned aircraft systems and advanced air 
mobility research and development for eco-
nomic and national security, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology, and in addition to 
the Committees on Oversight and Account-
ability, Homeland Security, and Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mrs. RODGERS of Washington (for 
herself and Mr. PALLONE): 

H.R. 3561. A bill to promote hospital and 
insurer price transparency, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Ways and Means, and Education and 
the Workforce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. NEGUSE: 
H.R. 3562. A bill to amend the Agriculture 

Improvement Act of 2018 to reauthorize For-
est Service flexible partnerships; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, and in addition to the 
Committee on Natural Resources, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. CROCKETT (for herself, Mr. 
GOODEN of Texas, Mr. ALLRED, Mr. 
BACON, Ms. BALINT, Mr. BERA, Mr. 
CARSON, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, 
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms. 
CRAIG, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. FROST, Mr. 
ROBERT GARCIA of California, Mr. 
GOLDMAN of New York, Mr. GARCÍA of 
Illinois, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mrs. HAYES, 
Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, Ms. JACKSON 
LEE, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. 
LEE of Pennsylvania, Ms. LEE of Cali-
fornia, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Ms. NORTON, 
Ms. PETTERSEN, Ms. ROSS, Ms. SCAN-
LON, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SCHIFF, 
Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. TONKO, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, and Mr. WEBSTER of 
Florida): 

H.R. 3563. A bill to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to exempt from punishment 
the possession, sale, or purchase of fentanyl 
drug testing equipment; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and in addition to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON (for himself, Mr. 
STEIL, Mr. LAWLER, Mrs. BICE, Mr. 
BIGGS, Mr. MOONEY, Mr. HUIZENGA, 
Mr. EMMER, Mr. ALLEN, and Mr. 
LOUDERMILK): 

H.R. 3564. A bill to cancel recent changes 
made by the Federal Housing Finance Agen-
cy to the up-front loan level pricing adjust-
ments charged by Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac for guarantee of single-family mort-
gages, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 
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By Mrs. RODGERS of Washington (for 

herself and Mr. PALLONE): 
H.R. 3565. A bill to authorize the Federal 

Communications Commission to use a sys-
tem of competitive bidding to grant a license 
or a permit for use of electromagnetic spec-
trum and to direct proceeds from such a sys-
tem of competitive bidding for communica-
tions and technology initiatives, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. CHU (for herself and Mr. 
CAREY): 

H.R. 3566. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow individuals to 
avoid a penalty for failure to pay income tax 
by timely paying 125 percent of the income 
tax liability for the prior year; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CLEAVER (for himself, Ms. 
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. THOMPSON of 
Mississippi, Ms. NORTON, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Georgia, and Ms. PRESSLEY): 

H.R. 3567. A bill to prevent discrimination 
and retaliation against incarcerated work-
ers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CRENSHAW (for himself, Mr. 
PFLUGER, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mrs. 
LESKO, and Mr. CURTIS): 

H.R. 3568. A bill to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to clarify the requisite 
timeline for making a decision on the ap-
proval or disapproval of a State underground 
injection control program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Mr. CUELLAR: 
H.R. 3569. A bill to provide for the expan-

sion of the Starr-Camargo Bridge near Rio 
Grande City, Texas, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Ms. JACKSON LEE (for herself, Ms. 
CLARKE of New York, Mrs. BEATTY, 
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. 
HORSFORD, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, 
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, and Mr. 
PAYNE): 

H.R. 3570. A bill to provide public aware-
ness and outreach regarding the dangers of 
fentanyl, to expand the grants authorized 
under the Comprehensive Opioid Abuse 
Grant Program, to expand treatment and re-
covery services for people with opioid addic-
tions, and to increase and to provide en-
hanced penalties for certain offenses involv-
ing counterfeit pills; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 3571. A bill to make technical amend-

ments to update statutory references to cer-
tain provisions classified to title 2, United 
States Code, title 50, United States Code, and 
title 52, United States Code, and to correct 
related technical errors; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. EMMER (for himself and Mr. 
SOTO): 

H.R. 3572. A bill to amend the securities 
laws to exclude investment contract assets 
from the definition of a security; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. FEENSTRA (for himself, Mrs. 
MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. NUNN of Iowa, 
and Mrs. HINSON): 

H.R. 3573. A bill to require certain public 
housing agencies to absorb port-in housing 
choice vouchers, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California 
(for himself, Mr. CORREA, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Ms. LEE of California, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, Ms. LOFGREN, Ms. JA-
COBS, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. 
AGUILAR, Mr. LIEU, Mr. OBERNOLTE, 
Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Mrs. STEEL, Mr. KHANNA, Ms. 
ESHOO, Mr. CARBAJAL, Ms. BARRAGÁN, 
Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. LEVIN, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Mr. COSTA, Mr. MCGOVERN, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. BERA, Ms. 
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Ms. MATSUI, Ms. 
PORTER, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. 
DESAULNIER, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Mr. 
THOMPSON of California, Mr. VARGAS, 
Mr. KILEY, Mrs. TORRES of California, 
Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mrs. KIM of 
California, Ms. CHU, Mr. RUIZ, Mr. 
HARDER of California, Ms. WATERS, 
Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California, Mr. 
VALADAO, Mr. DUARTE, Mr. CALVERT, 
and Ms. PELOSI): 

H.R. 3574. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
300 Long Beach Boulevard in Long Beach, 
California, as the ‘‘Alan S. Lowenthal Post 
Office Building’’; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability. 

By Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California 
(for himself, Mr. CORREA, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Ms. LEE of California, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, Ms. LOFGREN, Ms. JA-
COBS, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. 
AGUILAR, Mr. LIEU, Mr. OBERNOLTE, 
Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Mrs. STEEL, Mr. KHANNA, Ms. 
ESHOO, Mr. CARBAJAL, Ms. BARRAGÁN, 
Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. LEVIN, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Mr. COSTA, Mr. MCGOVERN, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. BERA, Ms. 
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Ms. MATSUI, Ms. 
PORTER, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. 
DESAULNIER, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Mr. 
THOMPSON of California, Mr. VARGAS, 
Mr. KILEY, Mrs. TORRES of California, 
Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mrs. KIM of 
California, Ms. CHU, Mr. RUIZ, Mr. 
HARDER of California, Ms. WATERS, 
Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California, Mr. 
VALADAO, Mr. DUARTE, Mr. CALVERT, 
and Ms. PELOSI): 

H.R. 3575. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
7911 Imperial Highway in Downey, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Lucille Roybal-Allard Post 
Office Building‘‘; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability. 

By Ms. HOYLE of Oregon (for herself, 
Ms. NORTON, Ms. CROCKETT, Ms. WIL-
SON of Florida, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. 
MAGAZINER, Ms. TITUS, Ms. PORTER, 
Ms. CARAVEO, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. BOW-
MAN, Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER, Mrs. 
FOUSHEE, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, 
Mr. FROST, Mr. CARSON, Mr. NUNN of 
Iowa, Mr. SOTO, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms. 
TLAIB, Mr. PAPPAS, Ms. LEE of Cali-
fornia, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. JACKSON of 
Illinois, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Ms. 
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mrs. SYKES, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, Ms. SALINAS, Ms. DEAN of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Georgia, Ms. SCANLON, and Mr. 
COHEN): 

H.R. 3576. A bill to expand access to 
breastfeeding accommodations in the work-
place for certain employees of air carrier em-
ployers; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, and in addition to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. HUDSON (for himself, Mr. 
GOTTHEIMER, Mr. BALDERSON, and 
Mrs. TRAHAN): 

H.R. 3577. A bill to require the Assistant 
Secretary for Preparedness and Response to 
establish an automated supply chain track-
ing application that provides near real-time 
insight into the amount of critical medical 
and health supplies available in the Stra-
tegic National Stockpile; to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. IVEY: 
H.R. 3578. A bill to make technical amend-

ments to update statutory references to pro-
visions reclassified to title 34, United States 
Code, and to correct related technical errors; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota: 
H.R. 3579. A bill to require the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs to process and complete all 
mortgage packages associated with residen-
tial and business mortgages on Indian land 
by certain deadlines, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. KELLY of Mississippi (for him-
self, Mr. GUEST, Mr. EZELL, and Ms. 
LETLOW): 

H.R. 3580. A bill to amend the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985 to increase funding for the 
conservation stewardship program, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

By Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia: 
H.R. 3581. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to modify the family caregiver 
program of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to include services related to mental 
health and neurological disorders, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. LAHOOD (for himself and Ms. 
SEWELL): 

H.R. 3582. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude certain post- 
graduation scholarship grants from gross in-
come in the same manner as qualified schol-
arships to promote economic growth; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. LEE of California (for herself, 
Ms. ADAMS, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. 
CASTEN, Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, 
Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. SWALWELL, Ms. 
GARCIA of Texas, Mr. PAYNE, Ms. 
NORTON, Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms. CASTOR 
of Florida, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. 
DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. 
WILSON of Florida, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. 
TOKUDA, Mr. POCAN, Ms. BUSH, Mr. 
QUIGLEY, Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. TRONE, 
Mr. GOMEZ, Ms. CLARKE of New York, 
Ms. CHU, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. 
DESAULNIER, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr. 
BEYER, Mr. GRIJALVA, and Ms. CROCK-
ETT): 

H.R. 3583. A bill to provide for the overall 
health and well-being of young people, in-
cluding the promotion and attainment of 
lifelong sexual health and healthy relation-
ships, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, and 
in addition to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:49 May 23, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00035 Fmt 0636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\L22MY7.100 H22MYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2500 May 22, 2023 
By Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS: 

H.R. 3584. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to conduct and support re-
search on the efficacy and safety of medic-
inal cannabis, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. MORELLE (for himself, Ms. SE-
WELL, Mr. KILMER, and Mrs. TORRES 
of California): 

H.R. 3585. A bill to amend the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995 to expand 
access to breastfeeding accommodations in 
the workplace; to the Committee on House 
Administration, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 3586. A bill to amend title 49, United 

States Code, to treat the District of Colum-
bia as a State for purposes of certain grant 
programs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. PAPPAS (for himself and Mr. 
TONY GONZALES of Texas): 

H.R. 3587. A bill to prohibit the delivery of 
opioids by means of the dark web, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, and in addition to the Committees 
on Energy and Commerce, and Financial 
Services, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Ms. PORTER (for herself and Mrs. 
STEEL): 

H.R. 3588. A bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal posthumously to Dr. John 
Cheng, a hero who died protecting others on 
May 15, 2022; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

By Ms. PRESSLEY (for herself, Ms. 
OCASIO-CORTEZ, Mr. BERA, Ms. CROCK-
ETT, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. ESPAILLAT, 
Ms. NORTON, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. 
BROWNLEY, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. KILMER, 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. WILSON of 
Florida, Ms. CHU, Mr. BOWMAN, Mrs. 
WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. POCAN, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Ms. BROWN, Ms. MCCOL-
LUM, Mr. CASTEN, Ms. WILLIAMS of 
Georgia, Ms. CLARKE of New York, 
Ms. UNDERWOOD, Mr. TRONE, Ms. GAR-
CIA of Texas, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. GOMEZ, 
Mr. EVANS, Ms. SCANLON, Ms. LEE of 
California, Mr. TAKANO, Mrs. 
MCBATH, Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms. TLAIB, 
Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Ms. LOIS 
FRANKEL of Florida, Ms. DELAURO, 
Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Mr. PETERS, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, 
Mr. MULLIN, and Mr. MENENDEZ): 

H.R. 3589. A bill to require group health 
plans and group or individual health insur-
ance coverage to provide coverage for over- 
the-counter contraceptives; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Education and 
the Workforce, and Ways and Means, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. ROUZER: 
H.R. 3590. A bill to amend title 18, United 

States Code, to prohibit picketing or parad-
ing certain buildings or residences; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ROUZER: 
H.R. 3591. A bill to amend the Immigration 

and Nationality Act to permanently bar 
aliens who are ordered removed after failing 
to appear at a removal proceeding, absent 

exceptional circumstances, from becoming 
permanent residents of the United States; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. SHERRILL (for herself, Ms. 
DEAN of Pennsylvania, Mr. THOMPSON 
of California, Ms. ROSS, Mr. RASKIN, 
Mr. PHILLIPS, Mrs. LUNA, Ms. 
HOULAHAN, Mr. BERGMAN, and Ms. 
PETTERSEN): 

H.R. 3592. A bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to members of the Red Cross 
Supplemental Recreational Activities Over-
seas (SRAO) program, also known as the 
‘‘Donut Dollies’’, who served honorably dur-
ing the Vietnam conflict; to the Committee 
on Financial Services, and in addition to the 
Committee on House Administration, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. STANTON (for himself and Mr. 
GRAVES of Louisiana): 

H.R. 3593. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Transportation shall establish a drone infra-
structure inspection grant program and a 
drone education and workforce training 
grant program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. STEWART: 
H.R. 3594. A bill to improve the process for 

awarding grants under certain programs of 
the Department of Transportation to certain 
counties in which the majority of land is 
owned or managed by the Federal Govern-
ment and to other units of local government 
and Tribal governments in those counties, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. STEWART: 
H.R. 3595. A bill to improve the process for 

awarding grants under certain programs of 
the Department of Agriculture to certain 
counties in which the majority of land is 
owned or managed by the Federal Govern-
ment and to other units of local government 
and Tribal governments in those counties, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Energy and Commerce, and Financial 
Services, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Ms. STANSBURY (for herself, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. 
BONAMICI, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Ms. NORTON, Ms. LEE of Penn-
sylvania, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. SCHIFF, 
and Ms. TLAIB): 

H. Con. Res. 47. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the need for the Senate to provide 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
United Nations Convention on Biological Di-
versity; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. BEYER (for himself and Ms. 
STANSBURY): 

H. Res. 430. A resolution expressing the 
need for protecting and conserving at least 
50 percent of the land, freshwater, and ocean 
ecosystems in the United States and encour-
aging diplomatic community efforts to 
achieve this goal worldwide; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, and in addition 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mrs. BICE: 
H. Res. 431. A resolution amending the 

Rules of the House of Representatives to re-
name the Office of Diversity and Inclusion as 
the Office of Talent and Development and to 
transfer the Office to the Office of the Chief 

Administrative Officer; to the Committee on 
Rules, and in addition to the Committee on 
House Administration, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. JAYAPAL (for herself, Ms. 
ADAMS, Ms. LEE of California, Mr. 
CÁRDENAS, Ms. CLARKE of New York, 
Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. POCAN, Ms. 
PRESSLEY, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. 
TAKANO, Mr. TRONE, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, and Ms. WIL-
LIAMS of Georgia): 

H. Res. 432. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of the month of May as Sex 
Ed For All Month: Equity and Access for All; 
to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce, and in addition to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. KELLY of Mississippi (for him-
self and Mr. KIM of New Jersey): 

H. Res. 433. A resolution recognizing the 
historic significance of the 30th anniversary 
of the founding of the Department of Defense 
State Partnership Program; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. MOULTON (for himself, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mr. STEWART, Mr. 
TRONE, and Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN): 

H. Res. 434. A resolution declaring a men-
tal health crisis among youth in the United 
States, and expressing the pressing need for 
historic investments in mental health care 
for students; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. STEIL (for himself and Mr. 
MORELLE): 

H. Res. 435. A resolution requiring each 
Member, officer, and employee of the House 
of Representatives to complete a program of 
training in workplace rights and responsibil-
ities each session of each Congress, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on House 
Administration. 

By Mr. TRONE (for himself, Ms. MACE, 
Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. TONKO, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. 
CHU, Ms. SEWELL, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. 
PETTERSEN, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. 
MOULTON, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. 
DESAULNIER, Mr. KILMER, Mr. RUP-
PERSBERGER, Ms. BROWN, Mr. CROW, 
Ms. LEE of Nevada, Mr. BOWMAN, Mr. 
CÁRDENAS, Ms. CRAIG, and Ms. POR-
TER): 

H. Res. 436. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of the week of May 22 
through 26, 2023, as ‘‘Educator Mental Health 
Awareness Week’’; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

f 

MEMORIALS 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials 
were presented and referred as follows: 

ML-7. The SPEAKER presented a memo-
rial of the Senate of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, relative to Senate Resolution 
No. 45, urging the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development to take action to ad-
dress the abuse of the porting process that 
has a detrimental effect on communities as 
outlined in this resolution; to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

ML-8. Also, a memorial of the Legislature 
of the State of Tennessee, relative to House 
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Joint Resolution No. 27, strongly supporting 
completion of the border wall along our na-
tion’s southern border; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security. 

ML-9. Also, a memorial of the Legislature 
of the State of Tennessee, relative to House 
Joint Resolution No. 27, strongly supporting 
completion of the border wall along our na-
tion’s southern border; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security. 

ML-10. Also, a memorial of the Senate of 
the State of California, relative to Senate 
Resolution No 28, designating 2023 as ‘‘State 
of California Year of Commemoration of the 
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide of 
1915-1923’’; jointly to the Committees on For-
eign Affairs and Education and the Work-
force. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND 
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS 

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII 
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted 
to Congress in the Constitution to 
enact the accompanying bill or joint 
resolution and (2) the single subject of 
the bill or joint resolution. 

By Ms. DE LA CRUZ: 
H.R. 3555. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: 
To regulate Commerce with foreign Na-

tions, and among the several States, and 
with the Indian Tribes. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To enhance the reporting and testimony 

requirements for Federal banking agencies. 
By Mr. BARR: 

H.R. 3556. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: 
To regulate Commerce with foreign Na-

tions, and among the several States, and 
with the Indian Tribes; 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To strengthen the transparency and ac-

countability of Federal Banking regulators. 
By Mr. CARTER of Georgia: 

H.R. 3557. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress is granted the authority to intro-

duce and enact this legislation pursuant to 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To expedite broadband deployment by 

streamlining permitting reviews. 
By Mr. FITZGERALD: 

H.R. 3558. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: 
To regulate Commerce with foreign Na-

tions, and among the several States, and 
with the Indian Tribes; 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To strengthen the experience of the Vice 

Chair for supervision. 
By Mr. LUCAS: 

H.R. 3559. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section 8, 

Clause 18: 
‘‘The Congress shall have Power . . . to 

make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into Execution the for-
going Powers, and all other Powers vested by 
this Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
The FAA Research and Development Act of 

2023 is a bill that addresses the single subject 
regarding the reauthorization of Federal 
Aviation Administration research and devel-
opment. 

By Mr. LUCAS: 
H.R. 3560. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section 8, 

Clause 18: 
‘‘The Congress shall have Power . . . To 

make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into Execution the for-
going Powers, and all other Powers vested by 
this Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
The National Drone and Advanced Air Mo-

bility Research and Development Act is a 
bill that addresses the single subject regard-
ing the coordination of Federal efforts to ac-
celerate civilian unmanned aircraft systems 
and advanced air mobility research and de-
velopment. 

By Mrs. RODGERS of Washington: 
H.R. 3561. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To lower costs for and improve the health 

of patients. 
By Mr. NEGUSE: 

H.R. 3562. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Reauthorize and improve Forest Service 

authority to lease administrative sites. 
By Ms. CROCKETT: 

H.R. 3563. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Controlled Substances Act 

to exempt from punishment the possession, 
sale, or purchase of fentanyl drug testing 
equipment 

By Mr. DAVIDSON: 
H.R. 3564. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
The Federal Housing Finance Agency 

By Mrs. RODGERS of Washington: 
H.R. 3565. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To authorize the Federal Communications 

Commission to grant a license or construc-
tion permit through a system of competitive 
bidding and use proceeds from future sys-
tems bidding to fund several programs re-
lated to communications and technology. 

By Ms. CHU: 
H.R. 3566. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Simplify tax filing extension 

By Mr. CLEAVER: 
H.R. 3567. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Workplace Protections for Incarcerated 

Workers 

By Mr. CRENSHAW: 
H.R. 3568. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To clarify the requisite timeline for mak-

ing a decision on the approval or disapproval 
of a State underground injection control pro-
gram 

By Mr. CUELLAR: 
H.R. 3569. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To provide for the expansion of the Starr- 

Camargo Bridge. 
By Ms. JACKSON LEE: 

H.R. 3570. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8 of the United States To make all Laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers, 
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States, 
or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Combatting the use of fentanyl and pro-

viding public awareness and outreach regard-
ing the dangers of Fentanyl. 

By Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 3671. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To make technical amendments to update 

statutory references to certain provisions 
classified to title 2, United States Code, title 
50, United States Code, and title 52, United 
States Code, and to correct related technical 
errors. 

By Mr. EMMER: 
H.R. 3572. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill amends securities laws. 

By Mr. FEENSTRA: 
H.R. 3573. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the portability of Section 8 

housing vouchers established in the United 
States Housing Act of 1937 

By Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California: 
H.R. 8574. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Artical 1 Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Postal 

By Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California: 
H.R. 3575. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Artical 1 Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Postal 

By Ms. HOYLE of Oregon: 
H.R. 3576. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United 

States Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To expand access to breastfeeding accom-

modations in the workplace for certain em-
ployees of air carrier employers. 
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By Mr. HUDSON: 

H.R. 3577. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Supply Chain 

By Mr. IVEY: 
H.R. 3578. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
1, Section 8, and Section 9 of the United 
States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Revision and codification of the Statutes 

of the United States in accordance with the 
Office of the Law Revision Counsel. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota: 
H.R. 3579. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
to require the Bureau of Indian Affairs to 

process and complete all mortgage packages 
associated with residential and business 
mortgages on Indian land by certain dead-
lines, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. KELLY of Mississippi: 
H.R. 3580. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Agriculture 

By Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia: 
H.R. 3581. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This legislation only pertains to: initiating 

a grant program supporting Veteran care-
givers’ mental health. 

By Mr. LAHOOD: 
H.R. 3582. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Constitution Article I, Section 8, 

Clause 1: ‘‘The Congress shall have Power to 
lay and collect Taxes . . .’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Excludes certain post-graduation scholar-

ship grants from gross income in the same 
manner as qualified scholarships to promote 
economic growth. 

By Ms. LEE of California: 
H.R. 3583. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Con-

stitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Family Issues, Reproductive, Education 

By Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS: 
H.R. 3584. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress shall have power to lay and 

collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to 
pay the debts and provide for the common 
defense and general welfare of the United 
States; but all duties, imposts and excises 
shall be uniform throughout the United 
States; 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Research on the efficacy and safety of me-

dicinal cannabis for veterans. 
By Mr. MORELLE: 

H.R. 3585. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article 1, Section 
5 of the United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Congressional Accountability Act 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 3586. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant following: 
clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
to make the District of Columbia eligible 

for federal programs that support the devel-
opment and revitalization of public transpor-
tation systems in the same manner that 
states are currently eligible for these pro-
grams. 

By Mr. PAPPAS: 
H.R. 3587. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United 

States Constitution states that ‘‘Congress 
shall have the authority to make all Laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into the Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by the Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Office there-
of.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Judicary 

By Ms. PORTER: 
H.R. 3588. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Sec. 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To award a Congressional Gold Medal post-

humously to Dr. John Cheng, a hero who 
died protecting others on May 15, 2022 

By Ms. PRESSLEY: 
H.R. 3589. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To establish health insurance coverage of 

over-the-counter contraceptives 
By Mr. ROUZER: 

H.R. 3590. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend Title 18, USC, to prohibit pick-

eting or parading certain buildings or resi-
dences. 

By Mr. ROUZER: 
H.R. 3591. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To Amend the Immigration and Nation-

ality Act to permanently bar aliens who are 
ordered removed after failing to appear at a 
removal proceeding, absent exceptional cir-
cumstances, from becoming permanent resi-
dents of the United States 

By Ms. SHERRILL: 
H.R. 3592. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8, Clause 6 of the United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To award a Congressional Gold Medal to 

members of the Red Cross Supplemental 
Recreational Activities Overseas (SRAO) 
program, also known as the Donut Dollies, 
who served honorably during the Vietnam 
conflict. 

By Mr. STANTON: 
H.R. 3593. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 

To advance the use for drones for infra-
structure inspection. 

By Mr. STEWART: 
H.R. 3594. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constituion. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To improve the process for awarding 

grants under certain programs of the Depart-
ment of Transportation to certain counties 
in which the majority of land is owned or 
managed by the Federal Government and to 
other units of local government and Tribal 
governments in those counties, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mr. STEWART: 
H.R. 3595. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
C1ause 1 of section 8 of article I of the Con-

stitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To improve the process for awarding 

grants under certain programs of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to certain counties in 
which the majority of land is owned or man-
aged by the Federal Government and to 
other units of local government and Tribal 
governments in those counties, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 79: Mr. MILLER of Ohio, Ms. HAGEMAN, 
and Mr. YAKYM. 

H.R. 82: Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. 
MOYLAN, Ms. MACE, Mr. ROGERS of Alabama, 
Ms. SEWELL, Mr. TORRES of New York, and 
Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. 

H.R. 130: Mr. GIMENEZ. 
H.R. 237: Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 250: Mr. PAYNE. 
H.R. 253: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 287: Mr. DONALDS. 
H.R. 309: Mr. VARGAS. 
H.R. 329: Mr. D’ESPOSITO and Mr. DAVIS of 

North Carolina. 
H.R. 339: Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California. 
H.R. 341: Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER. 
H.R. 343: Mr. CRANE and Mr. C. SCOTT 

FRANKLIN of Florida. 
H.R. 345: Mr. KEATING. 
H.R. 431: Mr. CARTER of Texas. 
H.R. 435: Mr. BUCK. 
H.R. 491: Mr. MOLINARO and Mr. TAKANO. 
H.R. 503: Mr. CLOUD. 
H.R. 584: Mr. BEYER and Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 589: Mr. MANN and Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 594: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 603: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H.R. 615: Mr. PFLUGER. 
H.R. 620: Ms. SHERRILL. 
H.R. 645: Mr. GOLDEN of Maine and Ms. PIN-

GREE. 
H.R. 646: Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 648: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 715: Ms. WATERS, Mr. CARSON, Mr. 

JACKSON of Illinois, and Mrs. MCCLELLAN. 
H.R. 724: Mrs. MCBATH, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 

ESPAILLAT, Mr. MULLIN, and Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 744: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 758: Mr. EZELL. 
H.R. 785: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 795: Mrs. FOUSHEE. 
H.R. 797: Mr. SCHIFF and Mr. KIM of New 

Jersey. 
H.R. 804: Mrs. LESKO. 
H.R. 805: Mr. PAYNE. 
H.R. 807: Mr. BARR. 
H.R. 871: Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 882: Ms. SCHOLTEN. 
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H.R. 883: Mr. GOLDEN of Maine, Mr. RUP-

PERSBERGER, and Mr. LYNCH. 
H.R. 895: Mr. YAKYM. 
H.R. 915: Mr. OWENS. 
H.R. 917: Mr. DONALDS. 
H.R. 949: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 951: Ms. ROSS. 
H.R. 1015: Mr. BOST and Mr. ROSE. 
H.R. 1065: Ms. LOFGREN and Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 1076: Mr. DONALDS, Mr. STEIL, Mr. 

PAPPAS, and Ms. PEREZ. 
H.R. 1077: Mr. COURTNEY. 
H.R. 1097: Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. 

MENENDEZ, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mrs. NAPOLI-
TANO, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, and 
Mr. CÁRDENAS. 

H.R. 1105: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas and Ms. 
ROSS. 

H.R. 1118: Ms. WILD. 
H.R. 1147: Mr. SMITH of Missouri and Mr. 

COMER. 
H.R. 1191: Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 1235: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 1241: Mr. FITZPATRICK and Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 1267: Mr. LEVIN and Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 1282: Mr. HIMES, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. 

KILEY, and Mr. WALBERG. 
H.R. 1291: Mr. DONALDS. 
H.R. 1293: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 1297: Mr. MOYLAN and Mr. DUNN of 

Florida. 
H.R. 1314: Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 1372: Mr. LAMBORN. 
H.R. 1384: Mr. STEIL. 
H.R. 1385: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H.R. 1413: Mrs. LESKO, Mr. HUNT, Mr. 

LAWLER, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. 
KILMER, Mr. CARL, and Mr. DOGGETT. 

H.R. 1441: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 1458: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 1461: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 1477: Mr. BALDERSON and Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 1484: Mr. DONALDS. 
H.R. 1488: Mr. KEATING and Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 1500: Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN. 
H.R. 1505: Ms. WILSON of Florida and Mr. 

SOTO. 
H.R. 1546: Mr. DONALDS and Mr. CRANE. 
H.R. 1553: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 1606: Mr. KILDEE and Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 1609: Mr. STEWART and Ms. DAVIDS of 

Kansas. 
H.R. 1610: Mr. BURLISON and Ms. DAVIDS of 

Kansas. 
H.R. 1613: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama and Mr. 

MEUSER. 
H.R. 1624: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Mr. 

MOULTON, Mr. MAGAZINER, Mr.CARTWRIGHT, 
Mr. VEASEY, Mr. LAWLER, Mrs. KIM of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. VAN DREW. 

H.R. 1631: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 1634: Mr. TONKO and Ms. WATERS. 
H.R. 1640: Mr. OGLES and Mr. PERRY. 
H.R. 1644: Mr. LUETKEMEYER. 
H.R. 1668: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. NICKEL, 

Mr. DESAULNIER, and Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 1691: Mr. BURGESS. 
H.R. 1695: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 1699: Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Ms. DEAN 

of Pennsylvania, Mr. MAGAZINER, Mr. RYAN, 
and Ms. CRAIG. 

H.R. 1705: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 1713: Ms. PEREZ. 
H.R. 1730: Mr. LUETKEMEYER. 
H.R. 1761: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 1763: Mr. KHANNA and Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 1769: Mr. BIGGS. 
H.R. 1770: Mrs. KIM of California and Mr. 

ROGERS of Alabama. 
H.R. 1776: Mr. MCGOVERN and Mr. LYNCH. 
H.R. 1787: Mr. PANETTA and Mr. CUELLAR. 
H.R. 1788: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 1796: Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN. 
H.R. 1812: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 1818: Mr. STANTON and Mr. AUSTIN 

SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 1824: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 1826: Ms. PETTERSEN. 

H.R. 1831: Mr. CARSON, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Georgia, and Ms. CRAIG. 

H.R. 1839: Mr. OBERNOLTE, Ms. DAVIDS of 
Kansas, Mr. DUNN of Florida, Mr. HUFFMAN, 
and Mr. BANKS. 

H.R. 2370: Mr. LAWLER, Ms. SCHRIER, and 
Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. 

H.R. 2394: Mr. STANTON. 
H.R. 2400: Mr. LAWLER, Ms. SALINAS, Mr. 

NUNN of Iowa, Mr. CONNOLLY, and Ms. 
BARRAGÁN. 

H.R. 2407: Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. SESSIONS, Ms. 
GARCIA of Texas, Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, 
Ms. CARAVEO, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. STANTON, Mr. 
LARSEN of Washington, Mr. EVANS, Mr. 
FLOOD, and Mr. NUNN of Iowa. 

H.R. 2412: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 2461: Mr. GALLEGO. 
H.R. 2572: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 2604: Mr. TRONE, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. 

SABLAN, Mr. KILMER, Mr. VASQUEZ, and Ms. 
BUSH. 

H.R. 2627: Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia and 
Mr. NICKEL. 

H.R. 2630: Mr. CASE, Mr. BURGESS, and Mr. 
HARRIS. 

H.R. 2666: Mr. BALDERSON. 
H.R. 2717: Mr. CARL. 
H.R. 2718: Mr. EVANS. 
H.R. 2729: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 2736: Mr. CASAR. 
H.R. 2743: Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER and Mr. 

JACKSON of Texas. 
H.R. 2762: Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms. BUSH, and Ms. 

JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 2766: Ms. SPANBERGER and Ms. LEE of 

Nevada. 
H.R. 2771: Mr. THOMPSON of California. 
H.R. 2822: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 2830: Mr. DUARTE and Mr. D’ESPOSITO. 
H.R. 2867: Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr. SCHNEIDER, 

and Mr. KILMER. 
H.R. 2873: Mr. CARTER of Texas, Mr. 

VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas, and Ms. LEGER 
FERNANDEZ. 

H.R. 2889: Ms. DELBENE and Mr. MAG-
AZINER. 

H.R. 2918: Mr. MILLS. 
H.R. 2926: Mr. GARBARINO. 
H.R. 2928: Mr. STRONG. 
H.R. 2935: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina and 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 
H.R. 2939: Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 2940: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, Mrs. 

GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, Ms. MATSUI, and Mr. 
TONKO. 

H.R. 2974: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 2985: Mr. GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 3002: Mr. JACKSON of Texas. 
H.R. 3005: Mr. MFUME and Mr. MOSKOWITZ. 
H.R. 3011: Ms. STRICKLAND. 
H.R. 3021: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. 
H.R. 3031: Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ and Mr. 

SORENSEN. 
H.R. 3036: Mr. MOLINARO and Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 3050: Mrs. FOUSHEE. 
H.R. 3082: Ms. TITUS, Mr. VAN ORDEN, Ms. 

NORTON, and Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. 
H.R. 3086: Mr. PANETTA. 
H.R. 3103: Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 3125: Mr. GALLEGO. 
H.R. 3127: Mr. MOLINARO. 
H.R. 3152: Mr. WOMACK, Mr. LAMBORN, Mrs. 

KIM of California, Mr. LATURNER, Mr. GUEST, 
Mr. LAWLER, and Ms. TENNEY. 

H.R. 3170: Ms. SALAZAR, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. 
ELLZEY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. CROW, and Mr. 
VASQUEZ. 

H.R. 3183: Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 3185: Ms. ESCOBAR and Mr. CALVERT. 
H.R. 3191: Mr. CRANE. 
H.R. 3194: Mrs. FLETCHER and Mr. GREEN of 

Texas. 
H.R. 3199: Mr. BABIN. 
H.R. 3202: Mr. MOYLAN, Mr. JACKSON of 

Texas, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. 
VALADAO, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. SCHIFF, 
and Mr. SANTOS. 

H.R. 3207: Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. SCANLON, and 
Mr. CARSON. 

H.R. 3212: Mr. EDWARDS. 
H.R. 3214: Mr. KILMER. 
H.R. 3256: Mr. CRANE, Mr. ELLZEY, and Mr. 

FRY. 
H.R. 3258: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 3259: Mr. LAMBORN. 
H.R. 3266: Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. TORRES of 

New York, Ms. SALAZAR, Mr. MANN, Mrs. 
MILLER-MEEKS, and Mr. FITZPATRICK. 

H.R. 3277: Mr. LATTA, Ms. KUSTER, Mr. 
BILIRAKIS, Mrs. LESKO, Mr. BALDERSON, and 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. 

H.R. 3305: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. 
H.R. 3317: Mr. D’ESPOSITO, Mr. WESTERMAN, 

and Mr. GARAMENDI. 
H.R. 3318: Mr. COLLINS. 
H.R. 3328: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 3329: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 3333: Mr. DONALDS. 
H.R. 3372: Mr. EDWARDS. 
H.R. 3373: Mr. KILMER, Mr. VAN ORDEN, and 

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. 
H.R. 3375: Mr. CÁRDENAS and Ms. SCHOLTEN. 
H.R. 3376: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, Ms. 

SCHOLTEN, Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, Mrs. 
PELTOLA, Mr. CUELLAR, Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. 
CARTER of Louisiana, Ms. PEREZ, Mr. 
VASQUEZ, Ms. ROSS, and Mr. DAVIS of North 
Carolina. 

H.R. 3381: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 3393: Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 3405: Mr. HILL, Mr. MILLS, and Mr. 

BAIRD. 
H.R. 3409: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 3413: Mr. LANGWORTHY, Mr. MANN, Mr. 

GOLDEN of Maine, Mr. ZINKE, Ms. MCCOLLUM, 
Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. MOYLAN, Mr. CARSON, 
Mr. WOMACK, Mr. NUNN of Iowa, Mr. KELLY of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. DUNN of 
Florida, and Ms.MACE. 

H.R. 3420: Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California, 
Ms. SCHRIER, and Mr. NEGUSE. 

H.R. 3433: Ms. KUSTER and Mr. WILSON of 
South Carolina. 

H.R. 3434: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 3442: Mr. TRONE, Mr. CISCOMANI, Mr. 

LANDSMAN, and Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H.R. 3448: Mr. ZINKE and Mr. RUPPERS-

BERGER. 
H.R. 3458: Mr. OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 3468: Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. TITUS, and Mr. 

DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 3470: Mr. TORRES of New York, Ms. 

CLARKE of New York, Ms. WILD, 
Ms.BARRAGÁN, Mr. MFUME, Mrs. DINGELL, 
and Ms. ROSS. 

H.R. 3473: Mr. HIGGINS of New York. 
H.R. 3474: Mr. SMITH of Washington and Mr. 

MORELLE. 
H.R. 3481: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Ms. 

BONAMICI, Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Ms. 
LEE of California, Mr. SARBANES, and Mr. 
KILMER. 

H.R. 3495: Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. 
MULLIN, and Mr. DOGGETT. 

H.R. 3519: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 3527: Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 3534: Mr. PAPPAS, Mr. CARTER of Lou-

isiana, and Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 3536: Mr. DIAZ-BALART and Mr. 

LAWLER. 
H.R. 3538: Mr. MOSKOWITZ. 
H.R. 3547: Mr. LYNCH, Ms. SCHRIER, and Mr. 

WALTZ. 
H.R. 3548: Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. CLARKE of 

New York, Ms. BALINT, and Mr. MENENDEZ. 
H.R. 3554: Mr. HERN. 
H. J. Res. 53: Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas. 
H. Res. 77: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. 
H. Res. 128: Mr. CARSON. 
H. Res. 195: Ms. PORTER, Ms. CHU, Ms. 

OCASIO-CORTEZ, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. CASTEN, Ms. 
NORTON, Mr. NADLER, Mr. ALLRED, Mr. SOTO, 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
HARDER of California, and Ms. JACOBS. 

H. Res. 261: Mrs. MCCLELLAN, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, 
Ms. TOKUDA, and Mr. COHEN. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2504 May 22, 2023 
H. Res. 277: Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H. Res. 349: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. 
H. Res. 351: Ms. PORTER, Ms. BROWNLEY, 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. SEWELL, and 
Mr. TRONE. 

H. Res. 381: Ms. DE LA CRUZ and Ms. CRAIG. 
H. Res. 382: Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. 

JACKSON of North Carolina, Mrs. FLETCHER, 
Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms. CRAIG, Ms. SHERRILL, 
Ms. LOFGREN, Mrs. HAYES, Ms. LEE of Ne-
vada, Mr. PETERS, and Mr. LIEU. 

H. Res. 389: Ms. SEWELL. 

H. Res. 396: Mr. BAIRD. 
H. Res. 400: Mr. ROSE. 
H. Res. 405: Mr. MOORE of Alabama and Mr. 

MILLS. 
H. Res. 406: Mr. MILLS. 
H. Res. 409: Mr. STEUBE. 
H. Res. 410: Mr. MOORE of Alabama and Mr. 

MILLS. 
H. Res. 411: Mr. MOORE of Alabama. 
H. Res. 420: Mrs. HARSHBARGER and Mr. 

MILLS. 
H. Res. 427: Mr. RASKIN. 

H. Res. 428: Mr. DIAZ-BALART and Mr. 
LAWLER. 

f 

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows: 

H.R. 915: Mr. ALLRED. 
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HONORING MICHAEL SHORT 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the dedication and passion of Michael 
Short. 

Michael Short has been involved in the Or-
ange Unified School District (OUSD) since the 
mid-1970s. He taught elementary choirs at 
Cambridge, West Orange, and Prospect and 
some of the infamous musicals that they have 
produced were ‘‘Let George Do It’’ and ‘‘It’s All 
About Music’’. 

He obtained his bachelor’s degree from 
Chapman College in Orange, California in 
1979 and his master’s degree in choral con-
ducting from California State University. Ful-
lerton in 1988. 

In August of 1979, he was hired as a full- 
time music teacher at Portola Junior High and 
in 1982, he created the Chamber Singers at 
Orange High School (OHS) while still running 
a full-time program at Portola. He was offered 
a full-time position by Orange High School in 
August of 1982. In April of 1982, the Chamber 
Singers sang at the wedding of Mr. and Mrs. 
Short. 

In 1988, he became the Director of Music at 
the First United Methodist Church of Orange, 
down the block from his home. From 1990 to 
1993, he was one of the Chairman of the 
American Choral Directors Association High 
School Honor Choirs and continues to work 
with the American Choral Directors Associa-
tion in many capacities over the last three 
decades. 

In February of 2002, he received the ‘‘Bravo 
Award’’ from the Los Angeles Music Center for 
his excellence in music education and was 
named ‘‘Teacher of the Year 2004’’ by OUSD. 

In October of 2005, he was named ‘‘Chap-
man University’s Alumnus of the Year 2004’’ 
and in 2006 he was named the City of Or-
ange’s ‘‘Citizen of the Year for 2005’’ by the 
Orange Chamber of Commerce. 

He continues to be involved in the arts in 
the Orange, California community. In 1995, he 
created and still conducts the ‘‘City of Orange 
Tree Lighting and Candlelight Procession’’ in 
downtown Orange every holiday season and 
the patriotic program ‘‘Third of July’’ every 
summer. 

The latest project to be a recipient to his en-
thusiasm and leadership is the Greater Or-
ange Community Arts Theater (GOCAT) which 
is a venue to feature creative artists of the 
community. Even though he is retiring from 
Orange High School, he continues to be in-
volved in the community and the arts. 

Currently, Michael is the President of the 
Western Division, American Choral Directors 
Association and he oversees the Western Re-
gion ACDA Conference to be held in Pasa-
dena, California in March of 2024. 

Michael has been married to Vicki since 
1982 and has two children, Katherine Hicks 

and Matthew Short. He and his wife are proud 
grandparents to three grandchildren as of Au-
gust 2020. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
and commemorating the outstanding career 
and accomplishments of Michael Short. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RO KHANNA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, on May 17, 
2023, I inadvertently cast a ‘‘yea’’ vote for H. 
Amdt. 176 to H.R. 3091. I intended to vote 
‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MR. THOMAS DIXON 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Mr. Thomas 
Dixon, a civil rights icon and the founding 
President and CEO of the Tacoma Urban 
League, whose impactful leadership in our re-
gion will be felt for generations to come. 

Mr. Dixon was born in 1931 in Sparta, Geor-
gia, and recalled the incredible influence of his 
family, including his father, who was a doctor, 
and his grandfather, who was formerly 
enslaved, and became one of the largest 
Black landowners in the county. Encouraged 
by his family to pursue higher education, Mr. 
Dixon came to Tacoma, Washington after en-
listing in the United States Air Force. He re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree at Sophia Univer-
sity in Tokyo while serving in Japan and 
earned his master’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Puget Sound in Tacoma, Washington. 

Mr. Dixon belonged to a remarkable genera-
tion, who bravely carried the weight of respon-
sibility in leading Tacoma through the Civil 
Rights Era. In 1966, he continued his life of 
service as the first Director of the Hilltop Multi- 
service Center, where he dedicated his time 
and energies to improving the lives of people 
in Tacoma through housing, job training, and 
educational opportunities. Just two years later, 
Mr. Dixon began his tenure as Executive Di-
rector of the Tacoma affiliate of the National 
Urban League. Throughout the 34 years he 
served in this role, and through his pioneering 
involvement with the Tacoma Pierce County 
Black Collective, Mr. Dixon was a tenacious 
and visionary leader, pushing for racial, social, 
and economic justice in our region. In recogni-
tion of his extraordinary contributions to our 
community, he was honored with the Laureate 
of the Greater Tacoma Peace Prize in 2015. 

The Tacoma community has joined in 
mourning Mr. Dixon’s passing on April 26, 

2023, at the age of 92. Our hearts are with his 
wife, Sylvia, his family, and the countless indi-
viduals who held him dearly, as we express 
our deepest gratitude for the legacy he built. 
When reflecting on his career and life lived, 
Mr. Dixon was quoted as saying, ‘‘Everything 
I have done, I would try to do it again.’’ May 
we all continue to do our part in keeping his 
spirit of service alive into the future. 

f 

HONORING JAZMIN SANCHEZ 
TORREZ WITH FIRST PLACE IN 
THE NEW HAMPSHIRE FIRST 
DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL ART 
COMPETITION 

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Jazmin Sanchez Torrez for 
being honored as the Winner of New Hamp-
shire’s First District Congressional Art Com-
petition. As we celebrate the competition’s 
42nd year, we continue to uplift young talent 
while recognizing and celebrating how impor-
tant arts education is to our young people. 
This year we received outstanding submis-
sions from talented young artists from across 
the First District. Jazmin’s artwork titled In Full 
Bloom was chosen by our Advisory Board as 
an excellent piece of art with an impactful 
meaning. 

Jazmin’s intent with her artwork was to cap-
ture the presence of insecurities. The flowers 
in the image mark where the person is least 
confident in their appearance. While taking the 
reference photos for this project, she simply 
handed her subject a bouquet of flowers and 
asked, ‘‘What would you cover up?’’ Jazmin 
wanted to highlight that what may be insecu-
rities to some, can be seen as beautiful by 
others. Her work exemplified creativity and 
thoughtfulness, and it will be an honor to dis-
play this piece in the United States Capitol for 
all to see. 

New Hampshire is filled with talented stu-
dent-artists with bright futures ahead, and 
Jazmin proudly represents the best of the best 
here in the Granite State. On behalf of the 
constituents of New Hampshire’s First Con-
gressional District, I commend Jazmin for em-
bodying all the creativity that our state has to 
offer, and I wish her all the best in her future 
endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JEWISH AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. ANDY KIM 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the celebration of Jewish 
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American Heritage Month, as well as the 75th 
Anniversary of the establishment of the State 
of Israel. 

Throughout a multitude of sectors in fields 
like government and military service, science 
and innovation, business, medicine, and the 
arts and humanities, Jewish Americans have 
made a mark on the course of history and 
have created a strong foundation for future 
generations to come. On this occasion, we 
have the unique opportunity to recognize the 
impact that Jewish American people, organiza-
tions, businesses, and more have made, all 
while connecting people to their heritage. 

During Jewish American Heritage Month, we 
are also reminded that the vibrant culture of 
the Jewish people has not always been em-
braced, but it has certainly been a part of en-
riching our communities’ history, values, and 
culture. In a country where diversity should be 
cherished and protected, Jewish communities 
continue to endure hostility, hatred, and nar-
row-mindedness. Anti-Semitism in any form, 
by anyone, is simply unacceptable, and it is 
our job to ensure Jewish Americans can 
proudly and safely express their faith and 
identity. Despite experiencing discrimination 
and adversity, this community has undoubt-
edly played a central role in the growth and 
prosperity of our country. 

We are proud to celebrate Jewish Ameri-
cans’ legacies and accomplishments during 
this Jewish American Heritage Month. I look 
forward to celebrating more notable mile-
stones with Jewish American communities for 
decades to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 58TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HEAD START PRO-
GRAM 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 58th anniversary of the Head 
Start program and the invaluable services it 
makes available to children and families in 
need. The Head Start Project was launched in 
1965 as a comprehensive child development 
program. President Lyndon Johnson commis-
sioned Sargent Shriver with the establishment 
of a comprehensive program that would assist 
underserved communities in meeting the 
needs of preschool aged children. With the 
help of education, psychology. and child ex-
perts, the U.S. government initially launched 
‘‘Project Head Start’’ as an eight-week sum-
mer program that reached 561,000 children. 
Finding early success, the program was ex-
panded in the fall of 1965 to provide services 
throughout the entire school year. In the sub-
sequent decades, Head Start has further 
grown to include bilingual and bicultural pro-
grams, as well as services for disadvantaged 
infants, toddlers, and pregnant women through 
Early Head Start grants. 

Over the last six decades, the Head Start 
Program has provided a window of opportunity 
to more than 37 million vulnerable children 
and their families. Now serving nearly 1 million 
children and their families annually in all fifty 
states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
and the U.S. territories. Head Start’s excep-
tional dedication to our children is truly re-

markable, and this year, as it celebrates its 
58th anniversary, we express our appreciation 
for the impact that Head Start has had on 
communities across the country and especially 
in Bucks and Montgomery counties. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHIEF GARY 
SPARKS’ 40 YEARS OF SERVICE 
AS A FIREFIGHTER FOR OX-
FORD, ALABAMA 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Chief Gary Sparks’ 40 years of service as 
a firefighter for the City of Oxford, Alabama. 

Chief Sparks began his work with the City of 
Oxford when he was just 15 years old wash-
ing trucks and cleaning the station. On May 
12, 1983, He became an official member of 
the Oxford Volunteer Fire Department. 

He later became a full-time member of the 
Anniston Fire Department on February 13. 
1987, rising through the ranks to eventually 
become Assistant Fire Chief in 2003. 

After 20 years of service with the Anniston 
Fire Department, he retired on February 13, 
2007. Chief Sparks became full time Fire 
Chief for the City of Oxford on March 3, 2007. 

Chief Sparks is involved in several civic or-
ganizations in his community. He is currently 
serving on the Alabama Joint Fire Council. He 
has served Alabama’s fire service for eight 
years with dedication and insight as a member 
of the Personnel Standards & Education Com-
mission with the Alabama Fire College. He is 
a Past President of the Alabama Fire Chiefs 
Association and was voted the 2015 Alabama 
Fire Chief of the Year 

In addition to being a dedicated firefighter, 
Chief Sparks is also a dedicated husband, fa-
ther, and grandfather. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Chief Sparks and his 40 years of service as a 
firefighter for the citizens of the City of Oxford. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 98TH 
BIRTHDAY OF TRINI GOMEZ 

HON. PETE AGUILAR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker. I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Trini Gomez, a constituent and 
friend, as she celebrates her 98th birthday. 
We celebrate the remarkable life she has led. 

Her dedication to serving the Hispanic com-
munity through managing the Inland Empire 
Hispanic News has made a lasting impact on 
our community. She and her late husband. 
Graciano Gomez, provided a platform for 
voices that needed to be heard, shedding light 
on important issues, celebrating achievements 
and fostering a sense of unity among the In-
land Empire. 

Her life journey is an inspiration to all of us. 
On this special day we honor her incredible 
achievements and the inspirational person she 
is. I hope her birthday is filled with joy, sur-
rounded by loved ones who cherish and ad-
mire her. 

Today, I thank her for being an extraor-
dinary role model and for inspiring us all with 
her unwavering dedication and love for our 
community. May the coming year bring her 
good health, happiness and many more cher-
ished memories. 

f 

HONORING THE 55TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE USS SCORPION’S 
DISAPPEARANCE 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the 55th anniversary of the tragic loss 
of the USS Scorpion and its crew of 99. On 
this solemn occasion, we remember the val-
iant submariners who made the ultimate sac-
rifice while serving our great Nation. 

The USS Scorpion, a distinguished vessel 
within the Skipjack-class of nuclear-powered 
submarines, disappeared on May 22, 1968, 
during a deployment in the Atlantic Ocean. It 
took several months to locate its remains, and 
despite multiple investigations from the De-
partment of Defense, we may never know 
what truly resulted in this steep loss to our Na-
tion’s fighting force. This somber event serves 
as a stark reminder of the inherent risks and 
sacrifices associated with submarine oper-
ations, and the bravery of Americans who step 
up to serve underseas in the Silent Service. 

The USS Scorpion was a vessel that sym-
bolized American strength, technological prow-
ess, and the courageous spirit of our service-
men. It was manned by a highly skilled and 
dedicated crew who embarked on perilous 
missions in defense of our Nation. As we 
honor the 55th anniversary of the USS Scor-
pion’s disappearance, let us reaffirm our com-
mitment to the safety, readiness, and well- 
being of our submariners. We must ensure 
that those who choose to serve are equipped 
with the resources, training, and support nec-
essary to carry out their vital missions. 

Mr. Speaker, the USS Scorpion crew’s un-
wavering dedication to duty and defending our 
Nation overseas deserves our eternal grati-
tude. We must continue to remember their leg-
acy. To that end, I ask that my colleagues in 
the House join me in honoring the 55th anni-
versary of the loss of the USS Scorpion and 
etching the sacrifice of its 99 servicemembers 
into our collective memory. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA TRANSPORTATION 
FUNDING EQUALITY ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce the District of Columbia Transportation 
Funding Equality Act. The bill would make the 
District of Columbia eligible for three federal 
programs that support the development and 
revitalization of public transportation systems 
in the same manner that states are currently 
eligible for these programs. It would also make 
D.C. eligible for a transportation program that 
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would support the replacement and removal of 
infrastructure that damages the ecosystems of 
the Anacostia and Potomac rivers. D.C. resi-
dents pay the same federal taxes as residents 
of the states. In fact, D.C. pays more federal 
taxes per capita than any state. D.C. should 
be treated as a state in federal programs. 

First, the bill would treat D.C. as a state in 
the High-Density States Formula for certain 
grants from the Mass Transit Account of the 
Highway Trust Fund. Currently, only states are 
eligible for these grants. Second, the bill would 
treat D.C. as a state under the Grants for 
Buses and Bus Facilities Program. Under this 
program, each state is authorized to receive a 
minimum amount of $4 million per year, while 
D.C. is authorized to receive a minimum of 
only $1 million. Third, the bill would treat D.C. 
as a state under the National Culvert Re-
moval, Replacement, and Restoration Grant 
Program. Currently, only states and units of 
local government are eligible for these com-
petitive grants, and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT) has held that D.C. does 
not qualify, even though it operates as the 
functional equivalent of a joint city, county and 
state. Fourth, the bill would treat D.C. as a 
state for the purposes of the Safe Streets for 
All Program. Cities, counties and political sub-
divisions of a state are eligible for these 
grants, but DOT has held that D.C. is ineli-
gible. 

The programs in the bill fund the moderniza-
tion of bus and rail fleets, the purchase of 
zero-emission transit vehicles, the improve-
ment of station accessibility for all users, the 
extension of transit service to new commu-
nities, the replacement and repair of culverts, 
and the implementation of roadway safety im-
provements for all road users. They especially 
benefit communities of color, since these 
households are twice as likely to use public 
transportation. 

Last Congress, the House’s surface trans-
portation reauthorization act, the INVEST in 
America Act, would have made D.C. eligible 
for these four programs in the same manner 
as states. Unfortunately, the enacted surface 
transportation reauthorization act, the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act, which the 
Senate wrote, did not. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

CELEBRATING MAX COOK AND HIS 
32 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 
MISSOURI BANKERS ASSOCIA-
TION 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Max Cook and his 32 years of 
service at the Missouri Bankers Association. 
His leadership, dedication, and advocacy for 
community banking has strengthened busi-
ness throughout Missouri. 

Under his stewardship, Max led the effort to 
forge the next generation of banking profes-
sionals in Missouri. In celebration of his retire-
ment, an endowment established in his name 
will send emerging industry leaders to meet 
policymakers here in Washington. Max’s leg-
acy will be felt throughout Missouri for years to 
come. 

In addition to congratulating him on his illus-
trious career, I thank Max for his friendship. 
He’s a good man who has done great things 
for many people. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing Max 
Cook a very happy retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAKE AUCHINCLOSS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, I was 
necessarily absent from votes on May 18, 
2023. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 226 and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 227. 

f 

HONORING JUDGE ANTHONY J. 
DENNIS 

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, this month, 
Rhode Island District Court Judge Anthony J. 
Dennis celebrated his 98th birthday and re-
mains an important and active member of his 
community. 

Born in Bristol, Rhode Island on May 15, 
1925, Judge Dennis was raised in Naugatuck, 
Connecticut. In 1942, at the age of 17, he 
made the brave decision to enlist in the Navy 
Seabees. 

During World War II, he was stationed in the 
Pacific Theater on Tarawa in the Gilbert Is-
lands and on Kwajalein in the Marshall Islands 
with Unit CBMU 549. His unit’s courageous ef-
forts helped lead to the Japanese surrender of 
Wake Island in 1945. Judge Dennis returned 
safely to the United States and was honorably 
discharged in 1946. 

After the war, he resumed his education at 
Bristol’s Colt High School and then continued 
to Providence College. At the age of 29, 
Judge Dennis obtained his law degree from 
Boston University Law School and then be-
came a member of the Rhode Island bar in 
1954. 

He was elected Bristol Town Clerk in 1956, 
serving in this role until 1969. He was also a 
member of the Rhode Island Democratic Party 
Executive Committee, serving as Secretary 
from 1963 to 1969. 

Judge Dennis was appointed by Governor 
Frank Licht and confirmed by the Rhode Is-
land Senate in 1969 as a District Court Judge 
where he served honorably for 21 years be-
fore retiring in 1990. During those years, I had 
the privilege of appearing before Judge Den-
nis as a practicing attorney. He was always a 
compassionate, profound, and thoughtful 
Judge with a deep commitment to justice. 

Rhode Island thanks the Honorable Anthony 
J. Dennis for his dedicated service to our state 
and country and wishes him a happy birthday. 

CELEBRATING UCLA MENS 
VOLLEYBALL TEAM FOR THEIR 
2023 NATIONAL COLLEGIATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP VICTORY 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. LIEU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cele-
brate the men’s volleyball team from the Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles. They took 
home the 2023 NCAA Men’s National Colle-
giate Volleyball Championship on the 6th of 
May. UCLA defeated the men’s volleyball 
team from the University of Hawaii at 
EagleBank Arena on the campus of George 
Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia. 

This year’s championship is the program’s 
20th national title win and the 121st overall 
NCAA title win by a UCLA Bruin team in any 
sport. 

The men’s volleyball team should be proud 
of their achievement in earning the distinction 
of being national champions, amongst the 
more than half a million student-athletes who 
participate in NCAA events each year. The 
team ended their season with 12 straight wins, 
which marked the longest streak by the pro-
gram since their last 2006 national title win. 
With guidance from Coach John Speraw, the 
team was able to defeat the two-time defend-
ing champions, Hawaii, with a 3–1 win. 

I would like to sincerely congratulate the 
UCLA’s men’s volleyball team once again on 
winning the national championship and wish 
them the best of luck next season. This win is 
a special moment in the collegiate athletic ca-
reers of each individual UCLA player and 
marks an exceptional accomplishment and 
historic achievement for the UCLA community. 
Go Bruins. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LEAH PEER 

HON. JASON CROW 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the accomplishments of Leah Peer, 
Founder and Music Director of Kol Nashim, 
the Women’s Choir of the Colorado Hebrew 
Chorale. 

Leah founded Kol Nashim in the fall of 2013 
with the mission to preserve, promote, and 
celebrate the Jewish experience through song 
by performing with and for diverse audiences. 
In 2014, Kol Nashim performed its first benefit 
concert to raise awareness for women in need 
and has since continued to spread its dual 
message of presenting Jewish music while ex-
pressing the life experience of women. 

A notable history with music, Leah is an ac-
tive performing pianist and has established 
several chamber ensembles around the U.S. 
Additionally, she holds a Master of Music in 
piano performance from the Eastman School 
of Music in Rochester, New York and a Bach-
elor of Music in piano performance from the 
Rubin Academy of Music in Jerusalem, Israel. 

Leah is a teacher, leader, and musician. Her 
dedication to music is apparent and undoubt-
edly led to the beautiful cultivation of her art. 
I want to congratulate Leah on her many ac-
complishments as we celebrate 10 years of 
Kol Nashim. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE EMERGENCY RES-
CUE SQUAD 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize the Emergency Rescue Squad on 
its 75th Anniversary. 

As the Rescue Squad celebrates this mile-
stone, we look back on the outstanding history 
that has shaped the organization. On April 5, 
1947, the Ansul Rescue Squad was estab-
lished after founding member Joe Banich con-
ducted a survey at the Ansul Company about 
employees who understood first aid proce-
dures. Following the survey, Mr. Banich was 
given permission to facilitate a sign-up for indi-
viduals interested in first aid training. Eight 
men signed up to take an extensive 21-week 
first aid training course and the first rescue 
squad was formed. The group of men, re-
ferred to as the ’’Great Eight,’’ began a legacy 
of service that would live on for generations. 

Throughout the years, the Great Eight ex-
panded their knowledge and skill while pro-
viding services to the sick and injured. The 
men continued to play a critical role in the 
community and therefore, were provided with 
a Rescue Squad vehicle and first aid equip-
ment. By 1949, the group had grown to eight-
een members who answered more than 1,300 
calls from community members in need. Then 
in 1959, the Ansul Rescue Squad was turned 
over to the Marinette and Menominee commu-
nity management and became the Emergency 
Rescue Squad as it is still referred to today. 
Today, the Rescue Squad receives up to 20 
calls in a 24-hour period demonstrating the 
clear need and service they provide to north-
ern Wisconsin. 

I commend the numerous members of the 
Rescue Squad, past and present, for their 
years of selfless service and dedication to the 
community over the years. Over the last 75 
years, the Emergency Rescue Squad has 
played a critical role in the success and safety 
of communities throughout Marinette County, 
including the cities of Marinette, Peshtigo, Me-
nominee, and the towns of Peshtigo, 
Porterfield and Grover. I extend my sincere 
appreciation to past and present members of 
the Emergency Rescue Squad for their years 
of exceptional service to Northeast Wisconsin. 

It is my honor to commemorate this historic 
milestone for the Emergency Rescue Squad. I 
invite all members of this body to join me in 
celebrating the 75th anniversary of the Emer-
gency Rescue Squad. The Rescue Squad is a 
true credit to Northeast Wisconsin and is de-
serving of the highest degree of recognition. 

f 

HONORING MACY MCKAY 

HON. JERRY L. CARL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
thank Ms. Macy McKay for her years of serv-
ice at St. Luke’s Episcopal School. Ms. McKay 
is retiring after 50 years of teaching and 
coaching countless students. Teachers and 

coaches are tasked with an incredible respon-
sibility to mold the minds of our young folks 
and equip them with the knowledge and the 
tools they need to be productive members of 
our society. 

Ms. McKay has gone above and beyond the 
call of duty with her students, and her impact 
will live on for generations to come in the lives 
of so many students, parents, and fellow edu-
cators in Mobile. 

After graduating from the University of 
Southern Mississippi in 1970, Ms. McKay 
began her career in education. In 1973, she 
came to St. Luke’s to help create a physical 
education program. During Ms. McKay’s time 
as a coach at St. Luke’s, she has been the 
driving force behind the state winning archery 
program. Her passion for physical education is 
just one of the many factors that play a part 
in the incredible impact she has made on our 
community. 

Ms. McKay’s legacy lives on in the St. 
Luke’s community. After 50 years of hard work 
and determination, she has more than earned 
a relaxing retirement. I know I am joined by so 
many in our community who are thankful for 
her impressive career. 

f 

HONORING UNITED STATES NAVY 
AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING 
SQUADRON ONE 

HON. FRANK J. MRVAN 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with sincere 
admiration and the utmost respect that I rise 
to recognize the outstanding group of individ-
uals who comprised the United States Navy 
Airborne Early Warning Squadron One (des-
ignated VW–1). For their courage in the face 
of danger and their commitment to defending 
their fellow service members, these brave indi-
viduals are to be commended. 

In 1944, recognizing the need for early 
warning radar and aircraft to protect the 
United States Naval Fleet from attack by iden-
tifying ships and low-flying aircraft, the United 
States Navy launched its first program aimed 
at minimizing the impact on our military and its 
operations. As the program evolved, in June 
1952, Airborne Early Warning Squadron One 
was established and initially located at Naval 
Air Station Barbers Point, in the then Territory 
of Hawaii. Soon after, a permanent detach-
ment of VW–1 was established in the Western 
Pacific, providing heavy airborne early warning 
coverage and participating in the Korean War. 
After relocating to Naval Air Station Agana, 
Guam, Mariana Islands, in 1957, VW–1 took 
on additional roles, and in 1961, was tasked 
with weather reconnaissance. This increased 
focus on identifying hazardous weather condi-
tions included the addition of 6 meteorologists 
and 18 aerographers, as well as new techno-
logical equipment. During 1961 alone, VW–I 
flew more than 1,000 hours of weather recon-
naissance, thus identifying the squadron as 
the ‘‘Typhoon Trackers.’’ 

Through its valiant efforts, VW–1 provided 
airborne early warning support and protection 
for the U.S. Seventh Fleet during the Vietnam 
War, from 1964 through 1971. Their mission 
was to fly north of the DMZ in the Gulf of Ton-
kin, providing airborne protection for the Sev-

enth Fleet, which was operating below the 
DMZ. VW–1 was responsible for alerting the 
Seventh Fleet against enemy attacks and dan-
gerous storms while also providing radar sur-
veillance for air strikes over North Vietnam. 

From 1964 through 1967, VW–1 was based 
in the Philippines for an extended airborne 
mission time of 18 hours. These missions 
were often extended beyond the aircraft’s fuel 
range, requiring them to refuel at Da Nang Air 
Base in the Republic of Vietnam before return-
ing to base. In late 1967, a detachment was 
established at Chu Lai in the Republic of Viet-
nam but later moved to Da Nang Air Base in 
order to shorten the mission time. 

From its establishment in June 1952 until 
July 1971, at which time the unit was ab-
sorbed into VQ–1, VW–1 completed its mis-
sion with an astonishing record of 19 years of 
accident-free flights, totaling more than 
160,000 flight hours. For its efforts, VW–1 was 
twice awarded the Navy Meritorious Unit Com-
mendation. Individually, aircrew members 
have also received more than 1,200 Air Med-
als and 2 Purple Hearts, both of which were 
awarded for injuries sustained in Southeast 
Asia. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the brave men of Airborne Early 
Warning Squadron One (designated VW–1). 
The squadron played a critical role in the 
United States Military, and its courageous 
members are a true example of steadfast pa-
triotism. Let us never forget their service and 
the sacrifices they made in defense of our na-
tion and their fellow service members. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PATRICK T. McHENRY 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, due to unfore-
seen circumstances, I was unable to partici-
pate in voting on Amendment No. 1 and pas-
sage of H. Con. Res. 40. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 226 and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 227. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CLINT JOHNSTON 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to salute an extraordinary educator. 
Clint Johnston has spent 31 years in public 
education. He retires at the end of this school 
year as Superintendent of the Jefferson R–VII 
district. Clint began his career in Scott County 
Missouri, teaching science, coaching baseball, 
and driving buses. He ends it in Jefferson 
County Missouri overseeing four schools, 160 
faculty and staff, and 1,123 students in Pre-K 
through 12th grade. 

Mr. Johnston takes an interest in his stu-
dents, celebrating their achievements and 
helping them overcome their challenges. He 
encourages and inspires his faculty and staff 
to provide an exemplary education to the stu-
dents in their care. He is, most certainly, the 
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biggest cheerleader for his Jefferson County 
Blue Jays. 

It has been my great privilege to nominate 
students from Jefferson R–VII who have 
achieved their dreams of attending U.S. Serv-
ice academies. No one is prouder of their ac-
complishments than Superintendent Johnston. 

As he retires from education, he begins a 
new chapter that his wife Joy says will include 
some travel and some time at his family farm. 
To paraphrase a line from his favorite movie, 
‘‘Forrest Gump,’’ ‘‘retirement is like a box of 
chocolates—you never know what you’re 
gonna get.’’ 

On behalf of the thousands of children and 
their families whose lives he touched, I am 
proud to congratulate retiring Jefferson R–VII 
Superintendent Clint Johnston of Festus, Mis-
souri today before the United States House of 
Representatives. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CENTER FOR DO-
MESTIC PREPAREDNESS 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 25th Anniversary of 
the Center for Domestic Preparedness (CDP), 
which will be celebrated on June 7th. 

On June 1, 1998, the Center opened its 
doors to America’s first responders in Calhoun 
County, Alabama. During the past 25 years, 
the staff of the CDP have provided essential 
all hazards training to first responders from all 
50 states, every U.S. territory, and numerous 
tribal nations, enabling them to plan for, re-
spond to and recover from natural and man- 
made disasters. 

Its multifaceted campus includes the Na-
tion’s only toxic agent training facility for civil-
ian responders to gain the competence and 
confidence to respond to real world events in-
volving chemical, biological, explosive, radio-
logical, and other hazardous materials. It also 
includes the only hospital facility in the Nation 
dedicated solely to training healthcare profes-
sionals in disaster preparedness and re-
sponse. In addition, it has served as a Joint 
Field Office for tornado response efforts in the 
state of Alabama and a personnel mobilization 
center for responders being forward deployed 
to presidentially declared disasters across the 
Nation. 

Today, the CDP is under the umbrella of the 
Department of Homeland Security’s Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and further 
helps ensure a safe and resilient Nation by 
serving as the primary location for the training 
of FEMA’s incident workforce. 

I am pleased to recognize the staff of the 
Center for Domestic Preparedness for reach-
ing this important milestone and look forward 
to witnessing its continued service to the Na-
tion. I am especially pleased to recognize Su-
perintendent Tony Russell for his years of 
service to the CDP. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the CDP on this exciting milestone in its his-
tory. 

HONORING UNT POLICE CHIEF ED 
REYNOLDS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the exemplary leadership and public 
service of Chief Ed Reynolds, as he retires as 
Police Chief of the University of North Texas 
(UNT) Police Department. Chief Reynolds has 
served as Police Chief since November 2015, 
and since joining the UNT Police Department 
in 1994 as an officer, he has accumulated al-
most three decades of faithful service to the 
45,000 students, faculty and staff members on 
UNT’s Denton campus. 

Chief Reynolds earned an associate degree 
in criminal justice from North Central Texas 
College and graduated cum laude with a 
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from 
UNT. He attended the UNT police academy 
and graduated as valedictorian. He holds a 
master peace officer, firearms, and instructor 
license issued by the Texas Commission on 
Law Enforcement. 

During his career at UNT, Chief Reynolds 
has served the department as a police officer, 
corporal, sergeant, lieutenant and deputy 
chief. In doing so, he has supervised every di-
vision within the department including oper-
ations, investigations, and administration. 

He led the department’s successful effort to 
become nationally accredited in 2006 by The 
Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforce-
ment Agencies and the International Associa-
tion of Campus Law Enforcement Administra-
tors, a distinction that fewer than 7 percent of 
law enforcement agencies nationwide achieve. 
He received a UNT Presidential Award, the 
Bob Rogers Service and Community Engage-
ment Award, in 2023, for outstanding service 
to the university and collaboration with the sur-
rounding community. In 2018 he was also rec-
ognized nationally by Campus Safety Maga-
zine as their Higher Education Director of the 
Year, honoring him for outstanding achieve-
ment and leadership in security, public safety 
and emergency management. 

The UNT community is indebted to Chief 
Reynolds as he steps down from leading the 
65 full-time employees and the department he 
has directed for almost 8 years. He has put 
the safety of others above his own and has 
honorably carried the burden of law enforce-
ment leadership during one of the most chal-
lenging periods our country has witnessed. I 
am proud and grateful to have had someone 
with the character and servant heart of Chief 
Reynolds serving my alma mater, and I wish 
him and his family the best in retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE EXTRAORDINARY 
LIFE AND LEGACY OF SELMA 
MAYOR GEORGE PATRICK EVANS 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the extraordinary life and legacy of a 
trailblazing public servant and educator, 
former Selma Mayor George Patrick Evans, 

who passed away at the age of 78 on May 15, 
2023. 

A native of Selma, Mayor Evans was a 
proud product of the Selma City School Sys-
tem. He began his higher education at St. 
Mary’s College in Dodge City, KS, earning his 
Bachelor of Arts in speech and physical ther-
apy in 1962. Shortly after graduation he re-
turned to Selma, where his passion for edu-
cation led him to teach at Tipton High School 
in Dallas County. He continued his education 
while teaching, receiving a Master of Edu-
cation in Educational Administration from Liv-
ingston State University and an Educational 
Specialist Certification in Educational Adminis-
tration from Troy State University 

Dedicating over 40 years to the Dallas 
County School System, Mayor Evans held 
many roles, including Principal, Assistant Prin-
cipal, Coach, and Right to Read Coordinator. 
Transitioning from the classroom into upper 
management, he served as the Dallas County 
Board of Education Federal Program Coordi-
nator for 9 years and served as Super-
intendent for 5 years. Mayor Evans’ impactful 
career as an educator led him to break bar-
riers as the first African American Super-
intendent of Dallas County public schools and 
Chief Academic Officer of the Alabama State 
Department of Education. 

Bringing the same passion and tenacity into 
his career in electoral politics, Mayor Evans 
blazed trails in the Selma City Council, be-
coming its first African American City Council 
President. In his words, ‘‘good things kept 
happening at that time,’’ making history as the 
second African American Mayor in the City of 
Selma’s 192-year history. As Mayor for two 
terms, he showed his skill as a public servant 
leading the Queen City through the recession 
of 2008, a 12-percent municipal salary cut, 
and boldly addressing the lingering impact of 
segregation within Selma’s communities. His 
foresight propelled Selma forward, imple-
menting the City’s optic fiber network and 
‘‘butterfly park’’ to allow tourists an unob-
structed view of the Alabama River and the 
historic Edmund Pettus Bridge. 

As a trusted leader in the Selma community, 
Mayor Evans served on the board of numer-
ous organizations, including a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Alabama League 
of Municipalities, Chairman of the Alabama 
Department of Archives and History Board of 
Trustees, Wells-Fargo, then Wachovia Bank 
Board of Directors and AMFund Board of Di-
rectors. A man of faith he worshiped at the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church in Selma, and 
served as an Elder and Clerk of Session. His 
additional civic affiliations include the SeLma 
Exchange Club, Twelve High Club, Chester-
field Club, and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, In-
corporated. 

Mayor Evans was known for his love of bas-
ketball and received numerous awards for his 
contribution to expanding the sport in Ala-
bama. From 1979 to 2010, he served as the 
men’s basketball official and officiating coordi-
nator for the Southwestern Athletic Con-
ference, leading him to an induction into the 
Alabama High School Sports Hall of Fame. He 
served on the AHSAA Bryant-Jordan Student 
Athletic Program Scholarship Committee and 
the Alabama High School Sports Hall of Fame 
Selection Committee. 

Mayor Evans is survived by his beloved 
wife, fellow educator, and nurse Jeannie 
Evans; sons, Patrick, Duane, and Byron; and 
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grandchildren, Erin, Pailee, Pilar, Eden, 
Paxson George, Patrick Jr., Kelly, and 
Tremaine. 

On a personal note, as a native of Selma, 
I have known Mayor Evans all my life and 
even worked as the family babysitter during 
my youth. Mayor Evans has always been a 
man of great character and honor, whose love 
of God, family, and community has been his 
guiding principle. From being Dallas County’s 
first Black school board superintendent to his 
16 years of public service as President of the 
Selma City Council and then as Mayor, Evans 
led by example through his hard work, perse-
verance, grit, and kindness. 

During his tenure as Mayor, he partnered 
with my office to bring vital federal resources 
home to Selma and Dallas County. From his 
demonstrated efforts to revitalize downtown 
Selma to his dedicated commitment to making 
our community stronger and safer, Mayor 
Evans fought hard to improve the lives of the 
people he served. His public service has left 
an indelible imprint on Selma, and he will be 
missed. Let us find comfort in knowing his in-
credible legacy will live on in the many people 
he touched. May he rest in peace and power. 

On behalf of Alabama’s 7th Congressional 
District, I ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the extraordinary life and legacy of an 
exceptional public servant, Selma’s former 
Mayor, George Patrick Evans, for his decades 
of service to the City of Selma, Dallas County, 
and the entire State of Alabama. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
SERGEANT MAJOR JOHN A. 
THOMAS, THE DIRECTOR OF 
PERSONNEL AND COMMUNITY 
ACTIVITIES FOR CAMP SHELBY 
JOINT FORCES TRAINING CEN-
TER 

HON. MICHAEL GUEST 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service of Sergeant Major John 
A. Thomas. Sergeant Major Thomas began 
his career in 1985 after completing both his 
basic and individual trainings. Over a 38-year 
career, Sergeant Major Thomas has served 
this great Nation to ensure the safety of Amer-
ican citizens and to provide support for military 
personnel. 

Sergeant Major Thomas’s decorated career 
includes being deployed to Egypt in support of 
the Multi-national Forces and Observers, to 
Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom, to Af-
ghanistan in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom, and his emergency rapid response 
participation in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina and Hurricane Ida. Sergeant Major 
Thomas has received accolades for his serv-
ice in overseas campaigns fighting terrorism 
and for his decisive actions in the line of duty. 

On behalf of Mississippi’s Third Congres-
sional District and the United States House of 
Representatives, I thank Sergeant Major John 
A. Thomas for his service to our country. 

f 

HONORING FRANCIS XAVIER 
BELLOTTI OF BOSTON, MASSA-
CHUSETTS, IN RECOGNITION OF 
HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY AND WITH 
GRATITUDE FOR HIS COMMIT-
MENT TO PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Francis Xavier Bellotti, in recognition 
of his 100th birthday and with the deepest ap-
preciation for his courageous service to our 
Nation during World War II and his many con-
tributions to Massachusetts’ legal and political 
communities. 

Born and raised in Boston, Massachusetts, 
Mr. Bellotti graduated from The English High 
School in 1942 before enlisting in the United 
States Navy’s elite Scouts and Raiders—the 
Navy’s first special warfare unit and a pro-
genitor of today’s Navy SEALs. Mr. Bellotti led 
his squad valiantly across multiple theaters in 
World War II and was decorated for his serv-
ice in Europe and the Pacific. 

Mr. Bellotti’s earned his bachelor’s degree 
from Tufts University in 1947 and graduated 
from Boston College Law School in 1952. He 
quickly became a prominent and respected at-
torney, practicing at every level of the state 
and federal judicial system. 

Mr. Bellotti’s career in public service began 
on January 3, 1963, when he became the 61st 
Lieutenant Governor for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. He then served three terms as 
Massachusetts’ Attorney General, from 1975 
to 1987, during which time he transformed the 
Office of the Attorney General, fostering a cul-
ture of transparency, professionalism, and 
nonpartisanship. In 1981, the National Asso-
ciation of Attorneys General unanimously 
voted Mr. Bellotti the most outstanding attor-
ney general in the country. 

After his departure from elective office, Mr. 
Bellotti returned to the law, where he has re-
mained a steadfast advocate for justice and 
democracy. 

In his personal life, Mr. Bellotti is a proud fa-
ther of 12 children and more than twice as 
many grandchildren. His beloved wife, Mar-
garita ‘‘Maggie’’ Bellotti, passed away on De-
cember 26, 2022. She is remembered as the 
‘‘driving force’’ in Mr. Bellotti’s life and a pow-
erful victim advocate in her own right. 

Mr. Speaker, Francis Xavier Bellotti’s legacy 
is clearly one of service—to country, commu-
nity, and principle. Over the years, Mr. Bellotti 
has received countless accolades for his good 
work. In 2011, Boston College Law School 
aptly named its public service loan repayment 

assistance and forgiveness program in his 
honor. In 2012, the District Court of East Nor-
folk—where Mr. Bellotti first practiced—was 
renamed the Francis X. Bellotti Courthouse. 
And, in 2017, the United States Navy awarded 
Mr. Bellotti a trident badge plaque for his lead-
ership as a member of the Scouts and Raid-
ers. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct privilege to join 
Mr. Bellotti’s family and friends in recognizing 
his 100th birthday and to thank him for his 
service on behalf of a grateful Nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, on May 22, 
2023, I was unavoidably detained in my dis-
trict. Had I been present, I would have voted 
Yes on Rollcall No. 228 (H.R. 1076) and YES 
on Rollcall No. 229 (H.R. 1156). 

f 

HONORING JAIME CARRANZA 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 22, 2023 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the work and service of Jaime 
Carranza, a senior warehouseman for the 
Anaheim Union High School District who was 
recently recognized as one of nine California 
Classified Employee of the Year honorees. 

For the past five years, Jaime has been an 
integral part of the Anaheim Union High 
School District. Students and faculty alike 
know that Jaime goes above and beyond to 
ensure that all students are supported in their 
education and in their lives. As senior ware-
houseman for Food Services, Jaime ensures 
that all of the Anaheim Union High Schools 
are able to provide kids with healthy meals, 
safe campuses and transportation, and a sup-
portive infrastructure during difficulties and un-
expected changes. Known for his friendliness, 
expertise, and willingness to assist others, 
Jaime is the first person his colleagues call 
when they need help. 

For his work and dedication to our commu-
nity, Jaime won the award for top classified 
employee in the Food and Nutrition Services 
category. He was selected for this honor from 
a state-wide pool of 151 nominees. He was 
distinguished by his exemplary work perform-
ance, involvement in his campus and the Ana-
heim community, and the support of his col-
leagues. 

I thank Jaime for his service to Anaheim’s 
students. 
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Monday, May 22, 2023 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
The Senate was not in session and stands ad-

journed until 12 noon on Tuesday, May 23, 2023. 

Committee Meetings 
No committee meetings were held. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 41 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 3555–3595; and 7 resolutions, H. 
Con. Res. 47; and H. Res. 430–436, were intro-
duced.                                                                Pages H2498–H2500 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H2502–04 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
H.R. 1156, to require the Secretary of the Treas-

ury to conduct a study and report on the exposure 
of the United States to the financial sector of the 
People’s Republic of China, and for other purposes, 
with an amendment (H. Rept. 118–72); 

H.R. 662, to amend the Disaster Relief Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 2023 to improve disaster 
relief funding for agricultural producers, and for 
other purposes (H. Rept. 118–73); 

H.R. 1713, to provide for Department of Energy 
and Department of Agriculture joint research and 
development activities, and for other purposes, with 
amendments (H. Rept. 118–74, Part 1); 

H.R. 1713, to provide for Department of Energy 
and Department of Agriculture joint research and 
development activities, and for other purposes, with 
an amendment (H. Rept. 118–74, Part 2); 

H.R. 1076, to require the Comptroller General of 
the United States to carry out a study on the traf-
ficking into the United States of synthetic drugs, 
and related illicit finance, and for other purposes, 
with an amendment (H. Rept. 118–75, Part 1); and 

H. Res. 429, providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 467) to amend the Controlled Substances 
Act with respect to the scheduling of fentanyl-re-
lated substances, and for other purposes; providing 

for consideration of the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 11) 
providing for congressional disapproval under chap-
ter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection Agency re-
lating to ‘‘Control of Air Pollution From New Motor 
Vehicles: Heavy-Duty Engine and Vehicle Stand-
ards’’; and providing for consideration of the joint 
resolution (H.J. Res. 45) providing for congressional 
disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States 
Code, of the rule submitted by the Department of 
Education relating to ‘‘Waivers and Modifications of 
Federal Student Loans’’ (H. Rept. 118–76). 
                                                                                            Page H2498 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he 
appointed Representative Moore (AL) to act as 
Speaker pro tempore for today.                           Page H2465 

Recess: The House recessed at 12:17 p.m. and re-
convened at 2 p.m.                                                    Page H2467 

Journal: The House agreed to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal by voice vote.                                Page H2467 

Board of Visitors to the United States Coast 
Guard Academy—Appointment: The Chair an-
nounced the Speaker’s appointment of the following 
Member on the part of the House to the Board of 
Visitors to the United States Coast Guard Academy: 
Representative Courtney.                                       Page H2468 

Board of Visitors to the United States Air Force 
Academy—Appointment: The Chair announced 
the Speaker’s appointment of the following Member 
on the part of the House to the Board of Visitors 
to the United States Air Force Academy: Representa-
tive Davis (NC).                                                         Page H2468 
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Health Information Technology Advisory Com-
mittee—Appointment: The Chair announced the 
Speaker’s appointment of the following individual on 
the part of the House to the Health Information 
Technology Advisory Committee: Dr. Jim Jirjis of 
Nashville, Tennessee.                                               Page H2468 

Board of Visitors to the United States Naval 
Academy—Appointment: The Chair announced 
the Speaker’s appointment of the following Member 
on the part of the House to the Board of Visitors 
to the United States Naval Academy: Representative 
Ruppersberger.                                                    Pages H2468–69 

Commission on Reform and Modernization of 
the Department of State—Appointment: Read a 
letter from Representative Jeffries, Minority Leader, 
in which he appointed the following Member to the 
Commission on Reform and Modernization of the 
Department of State: Representative Quigley. 
                                                                                            Page H2469 

Recess: The House recessed at 2:13 p.m. and recon-
vened at 4 p.m.                                                           Page H2469 

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules 
and pass the following measures: 

Preventing the Financing of Illegal Synthetic 
Drugs Act: H.R. 1076, amended, to require the 
Comptroller General of the United States to carry 
out a study on the trafficking into the United States 
of synthetic drugs, and related illicit finance, by a 
2⁄3 yea-and-nay vote of 402 yeas to 2 nays, Roll No. 
228;                                                             Pages H2469–71, H2483 

China Financial Threat Mitigation Act of 
2023: H.R. 1156, amended, to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to conduct a study and report on the 
exposure of the United States to the financial sector 
of the People’s Republic of China, by a 2⁄3 yea-and- 
nay vote of 400 yeas to 5 nays, Roll No. 229; 
                                                                Pages H2471–72, H2483–84 

Korean American Vietnam Allies Long Overdue 
for Relief Act: H.R. 366, to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to treat certain individuals who served 
in Vietnam as a member of the armed forces of the 
Republic of Korea as a veteran of the Armed Forces 
of the United States for purposes of the provision of 
health care by the Department of Veterans Affairs; 
                                                                                    Pages H2472–74 

Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjust-
ment Act of 2023: S. 777, to increase, effective as 
of December 1, 2023, the rates of compensation for 
veterans with service-connected disabilities and the 
rates of dependency and indemnity compensation for 
the survivors of certain disabled veterans; and 
                                                                                    Pages H2479–81 

NOTAM Improvement Act of 2023: Concur in 
the Senate amendment to H.R. 346, to establish a 
task force on improvements for notices to air mis-
sions.                                                                         Pages H2481–82 

Recess: The House recessed at 5:44 p.m and recon-
vened at 6:31 p.m.                                            Pages H2482–83 

Suspension—Proceedings Postponed: The House 
debated the following measure under suspension of 
the rules. Further proceedings were postponed. 

VET-TEC Authorization Act of 2023: H.R. 
1669, amended, to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to make permanent the high technology pilot 
program of the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
                                                                                    Pages H2474–79 

Senate Referral: S.J. Res. 18 was held at the desk. 
                                                                                            Page H2468 

Message received from the Senate by the Clerk and 
subsequently presented to the House today appear on 
page H2468. 
Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear 
on pages H2483 and H2483–84. 
Adjournment: The House met at 12 p.m. and ad-
journed at 9:15 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
HALT FENTANYL ACT; PROVIDING FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL OF THE 
RULE RELATING TO CONTROL OF AIR 
POLLUTION FROM NEW MOTOR VEHICLES; 
PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL OF THE 
RULE RELATING TO WAIVERS AND 
MODIFICATIONS OF FEDERAL STUDENT 
LOANS 
Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on 
H.R. 467, the ‘‘HALT Fentanyl Act’’; S.J. Res. 11, 
providing for congressional disapproval under chap-
ter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection Agency re-
lating to ‘‘Control of Air Pollution From New Motor 
Vehicles: Heavy-Duty Engine and Vehicle Stand-
ards’’; and H.J. Res. 45, providing for congressional 
disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States 
Code, of the rule submitted by the Department of 
Education relating to ‘‘Waivers and Modifications of 
Federal Student Loans’’. The Committee granted, by 
record vote of 9–3, a rule providing for consideration 
of H.R. 467, the ‘‘HALT Fentanyl Act’’, S.J. Res. 
11, Providing for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Environmental Protection Agency 
relating to ‘‘Control of Air Pollution From New 
Motor Vehicles: Heavy-Duty Engine and Vehicle 
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Standards’’, and H.J. Res. 45, Providing for congres-
sional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by the Depart-
ment of Education relating to ‘‘Waivers and Modi-
fications of Federal Student Loans’’. The rule pro-
vides for consideration of H.R. 467, the ‘‘HALT 
Fentanyl Act’’, under a structured rule. The rule 
waives all points of order against consideration of the 
bill. The rule provides one hour of general debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce or their respective designees. 
The rule provides that the amendment in the nature 
of a substitute recommended by the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce now printed in the bill shall 
be considered as adopted and the bill, as amended, 
shall be considered as read. The rule waives all 
points of order against provisions in the bill, as 
amended. The rule further makes in order only those 
amendments printed in the Rules Committee report. 
Each such amendment may be offered only in the 
order printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be consid-
ered as read, shall be debatable for the time specified 
in the report equally divided and controlled by the 
proponent and an opponent, shall not be subject to 
amendment, and shall not be subject to a demand 
for division of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order against 
the amendments are waived. The rule provides one 
motion to recommit. The rule further provides for 
consideration of S.J. Res. 11, Providing for congres-
sional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency relating to ‘‘Control of 
Air Pollution From New Motor Vehicles: Heavy- 
Duty Engine and Vehicle Standards’’, under a closed 
rule. The rule waives all points of order against con-
sideration of the joint resolution. The rule provides 
that the joint resolution shall be considered as read. 
The rule waives all points of order against provisions 
in the joint resolution. The rule provides one hour 
of general debate equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce or their respective 
designees. The rule provides one motion to commit. 
The rule further provides for consideration of H.J. 
Res. 45, Providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of 
the rule submitted by the Department of Education 
relating to ‘‘Waivers and Modifications of Federal 
Student Loans’’, under a closed rule. The rule waives 
all points of order against consideration of the joint 
resolution. The rule provides that the joint resolu-
tion shall be considered as read. The rule waives all 
points of order against provisions in the joint resolu-

tion. The rule provides one hour of general debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce or their respective des-
ignees. The rule provides one motion to recommit. 
Testimony was heard from Representatives Griffith, 
Pallone, Johnson of Ohio, and Greene of Georgia. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 

f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR TUESDAY, 
MAY 23, 2023 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
No meetings/hearings scheduled. 

House 
Committee on Agriculture, Subcommittee on Conserva-

tion, Research, and Biotechnology, hearing entitled ‘‘For 
the purpose of receiving testimony from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service and Farm Service Agency’’, 10 a.m., 1300 Long-
worth. 

Committee on Appropriations, Full Committee, markup on 
the Subcommittee on Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies FY 2024 Appropriations Bill; 
the Subcommittee on Legislative Branch FY 2024 Appro-
priations Bill; and the report on the Interim Suballoca-
tion of the Budget Allocations for FY 2024, 10 a.m., 
2359 Rayburn. 

Committee on Education and Workforce, Subcommittee on 
Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions, hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Protecting Employees’ Rights: Ensuring Fair Elec-
tions at the NLRB’’, 10:15 a.m., 2175 Rayburn. 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on 
Communications and Technology, hearing entitled ‘‘Over-
sight and Reauthorization of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration’’, 10 a.m., 2123 
Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, hearing 
entitled ‘‘Growing the Domestic Energy Sector Supply 
Chain and Manufacturing Base: Are Federal Efforts 
Working?’’, 10:30 a.m., 2322 Rayburn. 

Committee on Financial Services, Full Committee, hearing 
entitled ‘‘FHFA oversight: Protecting Homeowners and 
Taxpayers’’, 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on Global 
Health, Global Human Rights, and International Organi-
zations, hearing entitled ‘‘Bring Abducted Children 
Home’’, 10 a.m., 2200 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Europe, hearing entitled ‘‘Examining 
the Fiscal Year 24 State and Foreign Operations Budget 
Request for Europe’’, 2 p.m., HVC–210. 

Committee on Homeland Security, Subcommittee on 
Counterterrorism, Law Enforcement, and Intelligence, 
hearing entitled ‘‘A Security Sprint: Assessing the U.S. 
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Homeland’s Vulnerabilities to Chinese Communist Party 
Aggression’’, 2 p.m., 310 Cannon. 

Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on Immigra-
tion Integrity, Security, and Enforcement, ‘‘The Biden 
Border Crisis: Part III’’, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

Committee on Natural Resources, Subcommittee on Water, 
Wildlife and Fisheries, hearing entitled ‘‘Examining the 
President’s FY 2024 Budget Proposal for the U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the Power 
Marketing Administrations’’, 10:15 a.m., 1324 Long-
worth. 

Subcommittee on Federal Lands, hearing on H.R. 188, 
the ‘‘Proven Forest Management Act of 2022’’; H.R. 934, 
to require the Secretary of Agriculture to carry out activi-
ties to suppress wildfires, and for other purposes; H.R. 
1450, the ‘‘Treating Tribes and Counties as Good Neigh-
bors Act’’; H.R. 1726, the ‘‘Continued Rapid Ohia Death 
Response Act of 2023’’; legislation on the FIRESHEDS 
Act; legislation on the Direct Hire to Fight Fires; legisla-
tion on the Emergency Wildfire Fighting Technology Act 
of 2023; legislation on the Fire Department Repayment 
Act of 2023; and legislation on the Forest Service Flexi-
ble Housing Partnerships Act of 2023, 2 p.m., 1324 
Longworth. 

Committee on Oversight and Accountability, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled ‘‘The Role of Pharmacy Benefit 
Managers in Prescription Drug Markets Part I: Self-Inter-
est or Health Care?’’, 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn. 

Committee on Small Business, Full Committee, markup on 
H.R. 1651, the ‘‘Small Business 7(a) Loan Agent Trans-
parency Act’’; H.R 1644, the ‘‘7(a) Loan Agent Oversight 
Act’’; H.R 1541, the ‘‘Small Business Workforce Pipeline 
Act of 2023’’; H.R 1730, the ‘‘Supporting Small Busi-
nesses and Career and Technical Education Act of 2023’’; 
H.R 1606, the ‘‘Veteran Entrepreneurship Training Act 
of 2023’’; and H.R 3511, the ‘‘Service-Disabled Veteran 

Opportunities in Small Business Act’’, 9:45 a.m., 2360 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Full Com-
mittee, markup on H.R. 3399, the ‘‘Soo Locks Security 
and Economic Reporting Act of 2023’’; H.R. 1836, the 
‘‘Ocean Shipping Reform Implementation Act of 2023’’; 
H.R. 3395, the ‘‘U.S. Supply Chain Security Review Act 
of 2023’’; H.R. 886, the ‘‘Save Our Seas 2.0 Amend-
ments Act’’; H.R. 2367, the ‘‘Truck Parking Safety Im-
provement Act’’; H.R. 3013, the ‘‘Licensing Individual 
Commercial Exam-takers Now Safely and Efficiently Act 
of 2023’’; H.R. 3318, to amend title 23, United States 
Code, to establish an axle weight tolerance for certain 
commercial motor vehicles transporting dry bulk goods, 
and for other purposes; H.R. 3408, the ‘‘DRIVE Safe In-
tegrity Act’’; H.R. 3316, to amend titles 46 and 49, 
United States Code, to streamline the environmental re-
view process for major projects, and for other purposes; 
H.R. 3365, the ‘‘Supply Chain Improvement Act’’; H.R. 
1500, the ‘‘Intelligent Transportation Integration Act’’; 
H.R. 915, the ‘‘Motor Carrier Safety Selection Standard 
Act’’; H.R. 3317, the ‘‘Rolling Stock Protection Act’’; 
H.R. 3372, to amend title 23, United States Code, to es-
tablish a safety data collection program for certain 6-axle 
vehicles, and for other purposes; H.R. 2948, the ‘‘Car-
rying Automobiles Responsibly and Safely Act’’; H.R. 
3447, to amend title 23, United States Code, to authorize 
a hydrogen powered vehicle to exceed certain weight lim-
its on the Interstate Highway System, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 1796, the ‘‘Disaster Survivors Fairness Act of 
2023’’; and H. Con. Res. 43, authorizing the use of the 
Capitol Grounds for the Greater Washington Soap Box 
Derby, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Full Committee, hearing 
entitled ‘‘COVID–19 Supplemental Funding: Did It Pro-
tect and Improve Veteran Care?’’, 10 a.m., 360 Cannon. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

12 noon, Tuesday, May 23 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Tuesday: Senate will meet in a pro forma 
session. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

12 noon, Tuesday, May 23 

House Chamber 

Program for Tuesday: Consideration of S.J. Res. 11— 
Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Environmental Protection Agency relating to ‘‘Con-
trol of Air Pollution From New Motor Vehicles: Heavy- 
Duty Engine and Vehicle Standards’’ (Subject to a Rule). 

Extensions of Remarks, as inserted in this issue 
HOUSE 

Aguilar, Pete, Calif., E472 
Auchincloss, Jake, Mass., E473 
Burgess, Michael C., Tex., E475 
Carl, Jerry L., Ala., E474 
Cicilline, David N., R.I., E473 
Correa, J. Luis, Calif., E471, E476 
Courtney, Joe, Conn., E472 

Crow, Jason, Col., E473 
Fitzpatrick, Brian K., Pa., E472 
Gallagher, Mike, Wisc., E474 
Guest, Michael, Miss., E476 
Khanna, Ro, Calif., E471 
Kilmer, Derek, Wash., E471 
Kim, Andy, N.J., E471 
Lieu, Ted, Calif., E473 
Luetkemeyer, Blaine, Mo., E473 

Lynch, Stephen F., Mass., E476 
McHenry, Patrick T., N.C., E474 
Mrvan, Frank J., Ind., E474 
Norton, Eleanor Holmes, The District of Columbia, 

E472 
Pappas, Chris, N.H., E471 
Rogers, Mike, Ala., E472, E475 
Sewell, Terri A., Ala., E475, E476 
Smith, Jason, Mo., E474 
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